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(4 The Cuthb-
Cavs earn Triple Crown
| High
School
o boys track
status after trying year
- team
;| became
Cuthbertson bovs All Head Coach Dustin Allen could 4 thesecond
Y do was go to senior and Campbell Union
T&F crowned outdoor commit Amari Burrow and embrace County
. him with tears streaming down his high
state champions face. school
“A whole gamut of emotions” teamto
BY MICHEL WAYNE O’NEILL was what Allen felt just hours after earn triple
EJ (MONROE, N.C)) REPORTER finding out the Cavaliers outbeat crown sta-
MWONEILL@THEE) COM cross-county rival Weddington with tus after
WAXHAW, N.C. — It took almost 56.5 points for the title while the 1 Wedding-
a year for the Cuthbertson High Warriors finished as runner-ups with | tondidin
School boys track and field team to 51. The boys team were also given { 2018.
make the history they had in mind: paper crowns to signify the historic
finish a triple crown season. season they created together. Ef::\f% w

And that they did at North Caroli-
na A&T’s Truist Stadium on May 15.

SEE CROWN/PAGE A2

PRHS students recall choice
to save woman from car fire

BY MICHEL WAYNE O'NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C)) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

INDIAN TRAIL, N.C. —
What almost turned into
a tragedy turned into a
moment of triumph Mandi
Tarr and Joella Meadows
will never forget.

The two have not forgot-
ten about what they saw
three weeks ago.

On April 30, when the
two Porter Ridge High
School sophomore cheer-
leaders were headed home
from school, they noticed a
car in front of them started
having smoke come out of
the engine. That prompt-
ed them to pay attention to
the woman in the car.

“We first started to honk
and signal her over in
order to get her out of the
car,” Meadows said. “We
had made her aware of the
situation and told her she
had to get out as soon as
possible.”

As soon as the two stu-
dents made warned driv-
er Sharon Maggard, they
quickly called 911 because
they had a feeling there
would need to be fire assis-
tance at the scene.

Maggard, who was
unaware the car had
smoke coming from the
engine, was offered a seat
in Meadows’ car to take
advantage of the air condi-
tioning and a place to gain
her composure. By the

Photo provided
Roseanna Caldeira (second from left) answered the call to be a foster par-
ent after being raised by foster parents in her home state of New York.
That is helping Union County Human Services relocate foster children
back to their biological families, slowly but surely.

Caldeira gives foster
children ‘a chance’ and
‘love’ in nurturing care

Union County Decades later, Caldeira’s child-

hood gave her the idea to become

Photo provided
Porter Ridge High School sophomores Joella Meadows
(left) and Mandi Tarr shown earlier in the school year,
came to the rescue at the right time on April 30 to save
awoman’s life from a car fire.

in dire need a foster parent herself here in time first responders made saved as well,” Meadows ly,” Tarr added. “I couldn’t
. Union County. it to the scene, the car was said. “We knew if she had believe we were able to
Of foster famlhes The decision was not too diffi- engulfed in flames. stayed in the car any lon- get to her when we did. I

cult for Caldeira as she joins one
of a total of 46 licensed foster
homes in Union County. In doing
so, she became a third-genera-
tion foster mother, in which it was
something she “always wanted to
do,” Caldeira said.

BY MICHEL WAYNE O’NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM
UNION COUNTY, N.C. —
Roseanna Caldeira was raised by
foster parents and a grandmother
who was also a foster parent in

Meadows the moment
the two saw the smoke,
jumping into action was
the right thing to do.

“We thought that help-
ing her was the right
thing to do as if we were
the ones in the car — we

ger, she would have been
in the car with the fire.”

Tarr felt “a rush of thrill,
but also gratefulness that
we were able to help” in
the end.

“I was also feeling so
much shock as these

was also feeling a sense
of purpose knowing me
and Joella were meant to
be there in order to help. I
am so grateful that no one
was injured. Even though
(Maggard) lost most of
her assets, she is still

New York. SEE FOSTER/PAGE A3 would have wanted to be things happen very rare- alive.”
www.enquirerjournal.com. OBITUARI ES
CLASSIFIEDS HIGH: 79 NC’s budget built No obituaies
CALENDAR . on flawed framework were submitted.
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Speller brings empowering care to Autumn Care of Marshville

saberhealth.com

Michael Wayne O'Neill/EJ

Ken Speller has served as Autumn Care of Marshville’s
administrator since December 2025 and says the facil-
ity’s top priority is human care.

BY MICHAEL
WAYNE O’NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C.) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

MARSHVILLE,
N.C. — It didn’t take
long for Ken Speller
to find his place as the
new administrator for
Autumn Care of Mar-
shville as 2025 began to
come to a close nearly
six months ago.

“I didn’t know any-
thing about Marsh-
ville,” Speller said. “I
drove down here one
day, toured the build-
ing, looked around the
landscape and every-
thing. I thought, ‘We
could be a winner here
in Marshville.” My goal
is to make this building
the preferred provider
for long term care here

in Marshville and in
the surrounding areas.”

Speller, who carries
14 years of health care
administration experi-
ence with him, has now
been the new adminis-
trator at Autumn Care’s
Marshville location
since December 2025
after working in health-
care facilities in Virgin-
ia Beach, Va., and Kan-
napolis here in North
Carolina.

The community
aspect of the venue has
already been gratifying
to Speller as he contin-
ues to learn about the
people with whom he
gets to work and for
whom they care. He
said his desire is to
help team members

help the next person
get the help they need.

“So many times,
there’s a disconnect in
leadership in how we
lead our people that’s
going to help us take
care of our residents.
You got to appreciate
your staff members,
too. You got to appreci-
ate your team. You got
to esteem your team in
a fashion where they
feel empowered to go
out and make those
tough calls. They feel
empowered to go out
and do what’s neces-
sary to take care of our
residents,” Speller said.

Though Autumn
Care is the only long-
term nursing facility
in Marshville, Speller

E&gtm
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commits every day for
his team to provide
exceptional, person-
alized care to all resi-
dents. He also has a
commitment to ensure
the services that
Autumn Care of Mar-
shville provides encom-
passes a level of excel-
lence.

“People should not
have to or choose to
take their loved ones
over to Wadesboro or
to Monroe or some-
where like that,” Spell-
ers said. “We should
be able to take care of
their loved ones and
with integrity, make
sure that their needs
are met, both physi-
cally and emotionally.
That is my goal.”

CROWN

FROM PAGE A1

The Cuthbertson girls
finished as runner-ups
with 57 points to Mar-
vin Ridge, who won the
7A title on the girls’ side
with 61 points.

“It's been a tough year
overall for the team in
general,” said Allen, who
now has 17 team state
titles since taking over
the program as head
coach in 2015.

“There’s a lot of things
behind the scenes that
have gone on this year
with this group that
people don’t know and
that we had to deal
with. Some of the kids’
parents have been sick
with different things
and some other things
that have happened. It
sat with them. We had
a car come through the
stadium a day before
The Clash of the Car-
olinas meet and things
that we’ve had to battle
back. We’ve had some
of our best athletes get
hurt. They had to battle
back and all of that came
through with how hard
of a year it’s actually
been.”

Regardless of the tri-
als and tribulations, the
Cuthbertson’s boys
team put the emotions
aside and became the
team that returned to
the mountaintop for its
first outdoor state cham-
pionship since 2022. It
is the Cavaliers’ third
outdoor state title in pro-
gram history with the
first being in 2021.

The Cavaliers also
became the fourth boys

3700 Forest Lawn Drive
Matthews, NC 28104
704-846-3771

Providing funeral care for your family
is our number one priority. You can
count on us to provide our services
with dignity, respect, compassion and
personal care, all at a sensible price.

June 15 is when the cross country team
will be able to hold-off season workouts
to prepare for the fall season. Allen, who
is a assistant coach on the cross country
team, said this year’s history can only
repeat if the runners keep the standard

that has been set.

team in North Carolina
track and field history to
have a triple crown sea-
son since Weddington in
2018 and Mount Tabor
in 2001 and 2002.

The sweat and tears
that led to this history
were led by many run-
ners who have years of
experience in different
sports that track has
helped them be the best
version of themselves.

Bryce Gatlin, also a
senior who ran indoor
and outdoor track for
four years, played foot-
ball before Allen recruit-
ed him to try track. That
decision was not a hard
one to make for Gat-
lin as he needed more
strength.

“I used to play football
and other sports, so this
wasn’t my first choice,”
Gatlin said.

“I wasn’t really that
hard working. I was
slouching around, but
started to get serious

my sophomore, and then
really took it head on
junior year, and then I
took my senior year seri-
ously.”

When Gatlin looked
around the stadium
to see the cheers from
families and teammates,
“everybody’s faces just
seem like the parents
got to be knowing the
time that they put in and
(we) putin.”

“It was a great expe-
rience for everybody,”
Gatlin said.

It was also the expe-
rience of a lifetime for
baseball veteran and
senior Nathan Wil-
son, who took on track
his senior season after
also being recruited by
Allen. In the first days
of practice, he felt like
he was struggling more
than everyone else, but
he took extra reps in his
events and it paid off col-
lectively for the men’s
side.
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We are accepting new patients and accept most all insurance.

e Federally Certified Medical Examiners
¢ Urine/Hair Drug Testing on site
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[ 520 West Main Street ¢ Marshville NC 28103 e 704-624-3388 or 704-694-3339
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® Primary Medical Care
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“That showed the peo-
ple that were under me
and are younger than
me that working hard
at practice really pays
off,” Wilson said. “Coach
Allen taking a chance
on me and telling me to
come out and on track
and buying 100% into me
and putting me out there
wherever. I didn’t even
know if I was going to be
good or not but that real-
ly helped my confidence
in going into college.”

June 15 is when the
cross country team will
be able to hold-off sea-
son workouts to prepare
for the fall season. Allen,
who is a assistant coach
on the cross country

team, said this year’s
history can only repeat
if the runners keep the
standard that has been
set.

“They’re going to
know that they got
work to do,” Allen

said. “They’re going to
get back to work. We
are going to go back
to what we do: focus
on each day, focus on
our standards and our
excellence and go from
there.”
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Life Well Celebrated

McEwen Funeral Home

of Monroe
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204 S. Main St.

Dignity

At McEwen Funeral Home of Monroe we have been dedicated to exceeding families expectations in our community
since 1935. Our staff provides the highest level of customer service and hospitality, turning a devastating life event
into a celebration of your loved one’s life. As the top funeral home for customer satisfaction, we are honored to
serve the families in Monroe and surrounding areas with compassion, while providing services beyond expectation.
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That’s our life’s work. Taking care of families, bringing things together
and seeing them through.
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704-283-8141

www.gordonfuneralservice.com

SELECTED
Indepe

Monroe’s most preferred family-owned funeral home



Saturday-Sunday, May 23-24, 2026 THE ENQUIRER-JOURNAL A3

EDUCATION

Civic Compass helps interpret of government information

BY MICHAEL
WAYNE O'NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C.) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

WAXHAW, N.C. — A
group of middle school
students have been hard
at work developing an
app that is built towards
making government
information easy for peo-
ple to understand.

The students, who
are a part of Team Civic
Compass, recently won
the N.C. Middle School
Track II — Technical/
Built Al Technology cat-
egory in the Presidential
Al Challenge Competi-
tion.

The students — Kshet-
ra Koti, Shanmukhi
Malireddy, and Hasi-
ni Meruva — created
an Al-focused project
called “Civic Compass,”
designed to help make

R

Photo provided

Waxhaw’s Team Civic Compass, made up of (from left)
Shanmukhi Malireddy, Kshetra Koti and Hasini Meru-
va, recently won the Presidential Al Challenge with
the creation of the “Civic Compass” app.

complex government
and civic information
easier for people to
understand and navigate.
The platform empha-
sizes accessibility, sim-
plified explanations,
multilingual support,
and improving access to
government resources

through technology.

The competition
encouraged students
to combine innovation,
teamwork, research, and
technical problem-solv-
ing skills to address real-
world challenges.

The team’s supervis-
ing mentor, Venkat Mer-

uva, also Hasini’s father,
helped support the stu-
dents with planning,
deadlines, research guid-
ance, and competition
preparation, while the
students themselves led
the project development
and presentation work.

Mr. Mervua did not
have to give a lot of
pointers once the team
members came up with
“Civic Compass”, but
introduced the students
to other Al concepts they
could use for the app.

“When they came up
with the actual concept,
I didn’t give much in
inputs during the first
level, I gave some point-
ers to them to do more
research,” Mr. Meruva
said.

The team jumped
on the research and
brainstormed ideas to

improve the app along
the way along with map-
ping out features and
key components.

“We had to take the
inspiration from things
around us,” Kshetra said.
“And we basically built
the app step by step and
figuring things out one
by one.”

Hasini said the team’s
mission was to improve
civic information and
make it easily accessible
to civilians.

“We found that app
idea, and then we decid-
ed to improve on it,”
Hasini said. “Once we
got the main gist of what
our app would do, we
went on into branching
it out because this can’t
be one simple thing. It
needs to have multiple
features that everyone
can use.”

nquirer,
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Along the way, the
team members also
researched what it takes
to understand the legal
language of government
documents. They based
the app on the idea to to
make it easy to translate
to other languages for
users to better under-
stand and comprehend
government information
and documents.

Mr. Meruva said the
team plans to continue
improving the app and
allowing other trusted
users to test the app.
He also said the app is
authentic if it is tested by
trusted users.

Shanmuki said the
team also plans to
improve the tools the
app already has and add
more that “help reach
more people” who would
use it in a good way.

FOSTER

FROM PAGE A1

As of this week, the
number of children in
Union County in the U.S.
Foster Care System is
137. Nationwide, there
are more than 400,000
children in foster care at
any given time.

“We had a neighbor
that we knew of years
prior, whose five chil-
dren were coming into
care,” Caldeira said.
“Because we were some-
what acquaintances, we
came on board and went
to court not realizing
that it was at the point of
removal for the children,
so we left court with five
children. I had two, my
parents had three, and
that started the journey.”

Caldeira’s grand-
mother started her fos-
ter parent journey with
a welcoming heart as no
one in her home were

“They were loved and
they were part of the
family,” Caldeira said.
“She fed them. She
clothed them, and they
had much less resources
then than we do today.”

Once Caldeira started
her own foster parenting
journey, the family start-
ed with nothing and built
it from there. She now
has six children — five
who have been adopted
through foster care and
one newborn who has
been placed in her care
since March.

Caldeira, a Waxhaw
resident, loves seeing
the women in her family
being dedicated to help-
ing children. She also
likes seeing her impact
carry through the lega-
cy that her grandmother
started with opening her
home.

Today, Caldeira’s chil-
dren remind her to have
resilience and under-
stand that “every kid has
a story.”

the way it looks like it
needs to end based on
their beginning,” Cal-
deira said. “If you give
them a chance, you give
them love. You can’t
erase their past, and you
shouldn’t erase where
they've come from. But
you have to help give
them a starting point, a
springboard so that they
can have successful lives
as they get older.”

TIMETO STEP UP

May is National Fos-
ter Care Awareness
Month, which is a time
to recognize foster and
kinship families, honor
the children in their
care, and shine a light on
the communities work-
ing to close a gap. Union
County is one of those
communities, and the
gap is significant, Union
County Human Services
officials said.

Union County Human
Services said the first
step toward becoming

treated like strangers. “It doesn’t have to end a licensed foster family
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
Date: May 27th, 2026
Address: 3504 N Rocky River Rd, Monroe NC 28110
Time: 12:00 PM Local Time
By virtue of default by
K & W Logging LLC

Digging Dirt Site Works, LLC
Rushford Grading and Excavation LLC

( Individually and collectively “Client”), under a Negotiable Promissory Note and
Security Agreement(s), Security Agreement(s) Promissory Note(s), Lease Agreement(s)
and related documents dated various, payable to Commercial Credit Group Inc. (“CCG”),
which obligation is secured by the property described below (the “Equipment”),
CCG will sell at Public Auction, to the highest bidder, AS-IS, WHERE-IS, WITHOUT
ANY REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY,
INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR
ANY WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, all of its right, title
and interest to the following Equipment:

(1) One 2013 Tigercat 234 Log loader (S/N: 2341391) w/ attached CSI 264 Delimber
(S/N: 26413072752) all mounted on a 2013 Big John Log Loader Trailer

VIN: 1B9MC4825DFBJ4840

) One 2016 Tigercat 620E Dual Arch Skidder S/N: 6206726

) One 2016 Tigercat 620E Dual Arch Skidder S/N: 6206766

) One 2016 Evan Log Trailer VIN: 1J9G142B3G0003913

) One 2016 Evan Log Trailer VIN: 1J9G142B1G0003912

) One 2016 Evan Log Trailer VIN: 1J9G142BXG0003911

) One 2021 Tigercat 234B Log Loader (S/N: 2343396) w/ attached Tigercat Grapple
/N: LG5057T — 1480) mounted on 2021 Big John Kodiak Log Loader Trailer (VIN:
1B9MC5028MF105063)

(1)One 2015 Pitts Log Trailer VIN: 5]YLP4225FP152047

(1)One 2015 Pitts Log Trailer VIN: 5]YLP4020FP152055

(1)One 2024 Tigercat 720G Feller Buncher equipped w/ Tigercat 5600 Saw (S/N:
56W0673) S/N: 7207713

(1)One 2022 Komatsu D61PXi-24 Crawler Dozer with all standard equipment SN:
45692

(1)One 2015 Caterpillar CS56B Padfoot Vibratory Roller with all standard equipment
SN: CATCS56BCL8H00988

(1)One 2020 Caterpillar 336 Hydraulic Excavator SN: CAT00336LYBN10552 with
attached Caterpillar Coupler & pin SN: EA2203568, with attached Caterpillar 54 inch
HD bucket SN: EA2203555, with Caterpillar 36 inch Bucket SN: EA2191579, with
attached Caterpillar 60 inch bucket SN: EA2021412 and attached pin: EA2191533
(1)One 2022 Komatsu PC240LC-11 Hydraulic Excavator SN: A22706 with a JRB
Hydraulic Quick Coupler SN: AKRPLR6T431129, with a Hensley 36 inch bucket with
Manual thumb SN: 3000978 and a Hensley 48 Inch bucket SN: 3001724

(1)One 2022 Komatsu WA320-8 Wheel Loader SN: A51290 with a TRK bucket with
Solesbee 96x72 pipe forks SN: 214440-9 and a Hydraulic Coupler SN: C1992

(1)One 2022 Caterpillar 304 Compact Excavator S/N: AN400788

(1
(1
(1
(1
(1
(1
(S

Terms:

Successful bidder must pay 25% of purchase price at time of sale via cash, certified or

?1cceptaible bank check, with the balance payagle in good funds on the next business

ay, unless:

1. The bidder has pre-qualified by presenting CCG with a written non-contingent,
lending commitment from a source and in a form acceptable to CCG in its sole
discretion, in which case we will entertain bids up to the amount of such written
commitment; or

2. The bidder has obtained from CCG written credit approval in advance of the
scheduled public sale.

CCG reserves the right to bid at the sale. Contact Alec Schmidt at (704) 912-4561 for
additional information or to arrange an inspection of the Equipment.

DFT.PubAuc.0725F
Commercial Credit Group Inc.
525 N Tryon Street, Suite 1000 ¢ Charlotte, NC 28202
Phone (704) 731-0031 * Fax (704) 973-9528
www.commercialcreditgroup.com
Locations: NC | Charlotte (HQ) * IL | Naperville ¢ NY | Buffalo
California Finance Lender #603J992

¢ ON | Hamilton

is simply making a call.
For more information,
visit the Union County
Department of Social
Services website.

Union County’s direc-
tor of social services,
Ashley Lantz, said the
main goal with providing
foster children a place of
opportunity starts with
providing safety before
reuniting them with their
biological families.

“If we can find them
really good placement
in a good foster home,
then those social work-
ers can work with the
biological parents,” Lantz
said. “That’s one reason

we really need foster par-
ents. The other reason is
these kids deserve safe-
ty. They deserve love.
They deserve knowing
that somebody in the
world loves and cares
and wants them.”

While proper place-
ment and safety mea-
sures remain top prior-
ities for Union County
Human Services, they
are committed to follow-
ing these steps with a
nurturing understand-
ing.

“The joys of being
a foster parent are far
greater than navigating
the challenges children

faced in the past,” Lantz
said. “It’s the promise
of something better
every single day and
I see that in our fos-
ter parents. I see that
in our foster kids. I see
that in every single
program that we oper-
ate when we’re able
to meet whoever it is,
where they are and give
them a hand and help
them through whatever
it is that’s happening. If
we can find more foster
parents that can assist
us in helping foster kids
find joy and love and
support, then we will be
making an impact.”
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Sun and Moon Today's National Map
Sunrise today ............... 6:13a.m.
Sunset tonight............... 8:25 p.m.
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Moonset today............... 1:59 a.m.
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Around the State

Today Sunday
Albemarle. . ... ... 77/62 sh 82/64 sh
Burlington. . ... .. 73/61 sh 81/64 sh
Emerald sle. . . . .. 78/68 t 77/69 sh
Gastonia......... 76/63 sh 82/65 sh
Greenville. . .. .. .. 85/70 sh 84/71 sh
Hickory.......... 73/61 sh 81/63 sh
Kinston. ......... 85/68 t 84/69 sh
Mount Mitchell. . .. 73/58 sh 79/59 sh
Southern Pines. .. 81/67 sh 84/68 sh

National Extremes

High: 107° in Tecopa, Calif.

Around the Nation

Today  Sunday
Atlanta. ........ 82/66 t 83/67 sh
Baltimore. . ... .. 61/51 sh 73/62 sh
Chicago........ 66/55 mc 72/58 t
Cleveland. . .. .. 69/60 sh 80/62 sh
Denver......... 72/48 pc 82/52 s
Detroit......... 65/53 sh 77/58 sh
Houston. ....... 83/72 sh 81/73 't
Indianapolis. . .. 76/61 sh 79/62 sh
Los Angeles. . .. 73/55 fg 72/56 fg
Miami.......... 86/76 pc 85/78 t
Minneapolis. . .. 71/52 mc 81/59 s
New York. ... ... 57/51 sh 63/57 ra
Orlando. ....... 92/75 t 90/76 t
Philadelphia. . .. 58/50 ra 69/57 sh
Reno.......... 84/51 s 85/52 s

Sacramento. . . .. 86/54 s 85/55 s
Salem,OR. ... .. 78/50 mc 80/53 pc
Salt Lake City. .. 82/57 s 86/58 pc
San Francisco. . .66/54 pc 65/53 pc

Seattle. ........ 72/53 mc 69/54 mc
Syracuse. . ... .. 60/46 ra 70/55 sh
Tampa......... 94/77 t 93/78 sh

Washington,DC. 62/54 sh 74/61 sh

This mapshows high temperatures,
type of precipitationexpectedand
location of frontal systems.at noon.

A

Low: 13° in McKinnon, Wyo.

Around the World

Today  Sunday
Acapulco. . ... .. 87/77 pc 86/77 s
Athens......... 73/62 ra 79/64 mc
Baghdad. ... ... 96/72 s 100/83 s
Beijing......... 84/61 mc 90/68 pc
Berlin.......... 81/57 pc 76/62 mc
Cairo........... 91/70 s 90/70 s
Hong Kong. .. .. 88/79 ra 83/80 ra
London......... 82/62 ra 87/63 pc
Madrid. ........ 89/61 cl 88/69 mc
Mexico City. . . .. 77163 ra 77/66 ra
Moscow. ....... 75162 ra 73/59 pc
Nassau......... 80/79 ra 80/79 ra
Paris........... 86/59 pc 88/66 s
Rio de Janeiro. . .77/66 ra 76/68 mc
Rome.......... 83/63 pc 84/61 pc
SanJuan....... 82/76 ra 82/75 ra
Stockholm. .. . .. 74/57 mc 69/54 pc
Tokyo.......... 65/55 ra 71/62 cl
Toronto. ....... 52/46 ra 61/47 ra

: clicloudy; fifflurries;
pc/partly cloudy; mc/mostly cloudy;
ra/rain; rs/rain & snow; s/sunny;
sh/showers; sn/snow; ss/snow showers;
tthunderstorms; w/windy
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VIEWPOINT

How will you vote on
N.C.s new tax proposals?

he N.C. General
TAssembly has been

busy debating
some new ideas

that we will
asked to vote on.

could limit the reduc-
tion in tax revenues
that come with a lower
tax rate, or even
could cause

tax revenues to

Among them are increase.

two proposals Arguments
involving taxes. against capping
One would add the tax rate

to the State revolve around
Constitution a flexibility and
limit on the state MICHAEL fairness in rais-
personal income WALDEN ing State public

tax rate. The

rate would be capped
at 3.5%. A second
proposed constitutional
amendment would place
a limit on how much
property taxes could
rise after a property
revaluation. If approved
by voters, in both cases
the new limits could
not be changed by
future legislatures. It
would take approval

of new Constitutional
amendments to remove
the limitations.

The purpose of
today’s column is not
to take a position on
the two proposals,
and certainly not to
recommend how you
should vote. Instead, in
keeping with the “You
Decide” tradition, I
have striven to assem-
ble both pro and con
information about the
proposals and then let
“you decide” your own
conclusion.

The personal income
tax in North Carolina
is paid by households.
It is distinct from the
State corporate income
tax paid by corpora-
tions. For much of the
20th century the per-
sonal income tax rate
had inched up, meaning
households paid more
on each dollar they
earned. But starting
in the early 2000s, the
General Assembly
began to move in the
opposite direction by
gradually lowering
rates. In 2026, the per-
sonal income tax rate is
$3.99%, and leadership
in the General Assem-
bly want to continue
lowering the rate. If
passed, the proposed
Constitutional amend-
ment would require
the rate could never go
above 3.5%, but it could
be lower.

Supporters of the
amendment have vari-
ous reasons for backing
it. Some want to limit
how much money is
collected by the person-
al income tax because
they want to limit the
size of State govern-
ment. Others want to
shift tax collections
away from the personal
income tax to other
forms of taxation, such
as the corporate income
tax and sales tax. They
argue corporations
have greater ability
than households to pay
taxes, and although
the sales tax is paid by
households, households
have some degree of
control over the amount
because they control
their spending.

A third reason is
based on an idea called
“supply side econom-
ics.” Supporters argue
lower tax rates can
motivate more peo-
ple and businesses
to migrate to North
Carolina, and also to
cause households to
work more because
they keep more of what
they earn. Both impacts

revenues. Some
worry that during eco-
nomic downturns a cap
on the personal income
tax rate could restrict
the State from obtaining
enough revenue to con-
tinue its funding needs,
with one example being
keeping public schools
functioning. Also, if
the cap causes a shift
to more revenue from
the sales tax, this action
could put a greater bur-
den on lower-income
households buying
necessities.

The move to use a
constitutional amend-
ment to limit property
tax increases comes
from an obvious issue.
Property values in the
State have been rising
much faster than income
— in some cases, twice
as fast. This means
potential large increases
in property tax pay-
ments by owners, often
much greater than how
much their income has
risen. Sometimes own-
ers may be forced to sell
their property because
they can’t afford higher
the tax payments.

Therefore, supporters
use his situation as the
reason for a constitu-
tional amendment that
would allow the General
Assembly to set a limit
on property tax increas-
es. They also argue
continued ownership
of property, including
homes, contributes to
thriving neighborhoods.

Opponents have
two concerns. First is
the recognition that
property taxes are a
major source of public
revenues for local gov-
ernments, including
counties and munic-
ipalities. A worry is
that a limit might not
allow for sufficient
revenues to meet local
needs, especially when
localities are rapidly
growing. For example,
counties pay for many
local employees and
services. In particular,
counties help fund pub-
lic school construction
and operation.

Opponents also point
out that local govern-
ments can adjust prop-
erty tax rates to make
property tax increases
more affordable. Also,
with this adjustment
being done at the local
level, it can be fine-
tuned to local situa-
tions, unlike what would
happen with a constitu-
tional amendment that
applied the same restric-
tions to all localities.

In conclusion, North
Carolinians will likely be
faced with two import-
ant decisions about
taxes this year. Hope-
fully, the information
in this column will help
you with this very big
“you decide” situation.

Michael Walden is a
William Neal Reynolds
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus at North Carolina
State University.
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NC’s budget built on flawed framework

egislative observers who were

eager to learn how N.C. Senate

President Pro Tem Phil Berger
would function during the

pay more attractive because of the
increasingly large number of vacan-
cies in vital state positions

Then there is the income

‘While we hope it doesn’t happen,
past history shows that sooner or
later our robust economy will stum-
ble. How will state leaders generate
the revenues needed to keep state
functions running if their hands are
constitutionally tied? Will they cut
vital services? Will they be forced
to increase other taxes? Or will they
borrow money to pay the bills? It is
lousy governance to put future lead-

But if this amendment is bad, the
other three proposed amendments
are worse. One would guarantee
that North Carolina is a “right to

legislative short session — tax issue. A major conflict
his last — may have gotten erupted last year over
answers to their questions personal income tax rates
in the joint announcement after the consensus revenue
that the House and Senate projections from the Office
had reached a “framework of State Budget and Man-
agreement” on key points agement and the legisla-
of anew budget. Once ture’s Fiscal Research staff ~ ersin a box.
again, it appears that TOM projected a budget deficit
Berger pretty much got his CAMPBELL personal tax rates were
way. cut further. Senator Berger
We say appears because there boldly stated he didn’t think the pro-
was nothing more than the jections were accurate. Turns out

announcement on key points.
We're told the full budget won’t be
forthcoming until June and there’s
no telling what bad ideas will make
their way into that document. But
we got enough from the May 5th
press conference to say that as
things now stand it doesn’t look
promising.

‘Whoop de doo! Lawmakers
finally agreed to give teachers and
state employees pay raises. Last
year, negotiations stalled when the
House proposed a 2.5% increase
for state employees and an 8.7%
hike for teachers. The Senate had
wanted a 1.25% increase for state
employees with bonuses over the
two years and 2.3% raises for teach-
ers, again with bonuses each year.
The “framework” calls for state
employees to get a 3% raise and
teachers an 8% boost.

‘When you factor in the cost of
inflation over the three years since
the last pay increases and the
almost hidden revelation that raises
would not be paid retrospectively
(as is usually the case) but instead
would be prospective, meaning
increases would only begin in the
coming July 1 budget year, the
proposals aren’t good enough.
Teachers and State employees are
rightfully grumbling about them.
Lawmakers had to make employee

Phil Berger was correct. The latest
estimates, released last week, indi-
cate that because of increased per-
sonal income tax collections, capital
gains taxes, and strong corporate
income taxes the General Fund rev-
enues will grow by 3.3% and should
generate an increase of $713 million
for the year.

Lawmakers must have had some
advance warning of these new pro-
jections when they agreed to allow
further decrease personal income
tax rates. Beginning July 1, the cur-
rent 3.99% rate will be decreased to
3.49% and will further drop to 3.45%
in 2030-32. That’s great news for
all of us who pay income taxes, but
armed with these positive projec-
tions, legislators then ventured into
dangerous ground.

They caved into a longtime
Berger desire to put a constitutional
amendment on the November bal-
lot to cap NC personal income tax
rates at 3.5%. Currently the cap is
7%, a more reasonable ceiling. This
is nothing but a run-on bill, a mea-
sure lawmakers know that voters
will eagerly turn out and vote for.
But here’s the problem. When we
passed the current 7% constitutional
amendment cap, we had several
years’ experience with tax rates
lower than 7%. We don’t have that
experience now.

work” state, something that isn’t
being challenged or needed. Anoth-
er would guarantee a person’s right
to farm. And the worst of them all
would put a cap on property tax
increases our municipal govern-
ments can pass.

Property taxes have become
a burden for many citizens and
there’s no question we need to
have an open discussion about how
best to meet local needs without
sudden increases in property taxes.
But once again we are tying the
hands of city and county leaders
and potentially forcing bad future
decisions.

Constitutional amendments
should be sparingly passed. Only
37 have been approved since 1971.
None of these are necessary and
are a shameless gimmick.

‘We haven’t seen what else
might be included in the rest of
the typical more than 600-page
two-year budget, but what we've
learned so far isn’t a great omen.
Lawmakers have had two years
to get this right. They need to do
better.

Tom Campbell is a Hall of Fame
North Carolina broadcaster and
columnist who has covered North
Carolina public policy issues since
1965. Contact him at tomcamp@
nespin.com.

Affordable energy helps foster economic growth

s we compete with Why are we better off  state where some locali- Still, Sanders rec-
A other states to on motor fuels than elec-  ties are trying toslowor ~ ommends formally
attract companies, tricity? One explanationis  halt the construction of converting North Caro-

entrepreneurs, North Carolina’s ~ data centers. But Thomas lina’s carbon goals from
and families, . renewable-port-  Pyle and Daniel Simmons mandatory to aspirational
North Carolina ‘ \l folio standard. of the Institute for Energy  while also requiring that
has many = = % Evenafterit Research say that, sofar ~ any retirement of base-
advantages. el P ' wasamendedto  atleast, thisexplanation  load generation — that
‘We have f" . (rightly) include  doesn’t square with the is, power not reliant on
bountiful natural nuclear power as  facts. intermittent sources such
and human a low-emission “There is no statistically as sunshine and wind —
resources. Our ¥ source of power,  significant correlation be replaced with an equal
tax and regulatory JOHN the regulation between the number of or greater amount of new
systems HOOD continues to data centers in a state baseload generation.
fos-ter rather JORNLOCKEFOUNDATION — obligate North and its current electricity  In practical terms, that
than impede Carolinians to pay  prices,” they concluded would have power com-
investment and growth. more for electricity than ~ in a recent study. Infact,  panies replace coalfired
In most cases, our do consumers in states prices in the top 10 states  plants with nuclear or
infrastructure and with more reasonable tar-  for data centers “are virtu- natural-gas plants.
public services compare  gets (South Carolina, for  ally identical to the aver- Sanders also favors an
favorably with those of example) or no targets at  age across other states. “Only Pay for What You
our rivals. all (Georgia, Tennessee,  Furthermore, there is Get” Act that would allow

One area of concern, and other competitors no statistically significant  utilities to recover the
however, is energy. such as Kentucky and relationship between costs of new plants only to
According to anew Amer- Texas). data center concentration  the extent the electricity
ican Legislative Exchange =~ That’s not only the only  and faster increases in they generate is depend-
Council report, North variable that matters, electricity rates.” Given able regardless of weather
Carolina had the 28th-low- however. Florida and the economic benefits conditions and time of
est average retail price for Alabama lack renew- of data centers, then, day. Such a policy would
electricity in the country  able-portfolio standards blocking their construc-  “incentivize least-cost and
last year. Our neighboring but have higher prices tion is unwise. One of my  reliable generation,” he
states of Virginia (14th),  than North Carolina. John Locke Foundation wrote, reflecting the fact
South Carolina (17th), Utah and Virginia have colleagues, Jon Sanders,  that “electricity is a basic
Tennessee (18th), and standards and lower points out that whenthe ~ human need.”
Georgia (26th) all had prices. Other regulations, General Assembly over- It is that, to be sure, but
better rankings. growth rates, economic rode Gov. Josh Stein’s its affordability is also a

The Tar Heel State structure, and proximity  veto last year to modify critical factor in economic
fared better on another to sources of lower-cost North Carolina’s clean-en-  development. We can’t
measure in the ALEC fuels affect prices, too. ergy goals, it set up afford to get this wrong.
report: motor fuels. In One potential expla- households and business-
2025, the average price nation that has gained es to save as much as $13 JohnHood s a John
for a gallon of regular political traction in recent  billion on their electric Locke Foundation board
gasoline was $2.83, the months is that demand bills. Future ALEC rank-  member. His books
12th-lowest. Gas prices from newly built data ings may find our state Mountain Folk, Forest Folk,
in South Carolina and centers is driving up improving dramatically and Water Folk combine
Tennessee were lower. electricity prices. North ~ while less-responsible epic fantasy and American
Virginia’s and Georgia’s  Carolina isn’t the only states post higher prices.  history.
were higher. When I
used an American Auto-
ST BN CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS
to find more-updated

figures, I found that as
of mid-May, the average
price in North Carolina
was $4.16 a gallon, vs.
$4.04 in Georgia, $4.13
in South Carolina, $4.16
in Tennessee and $4.30
in Virginia.

In our Saturday, May 16, 2026, story about Monroe City Council, we included
information stating that the city of Monroe had moved to Stage 2 water
conservation measures as of Friday, May 15, 2026. This was incorrect; it was Union
County, not the city, that moved to Stage 2 that day. We published the county’s press
release about this in our Wednesday, May 20, 2026, edition. We have since removed
any reference to the county’s shift from the online version of the Monroe City Council
story so as to not lead to any further confusion. The EJ apologizes for the error.
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Giddings takes leap of faith on FHHS foothall program

New Yellow

Jackets head

coach ready
to work

BY MICHAEL WAYNE O'NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C)) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

MARSHVILLE, N.C. — The
new man in charge of the For-
est Hills High School (FHHS)
football team is former JM
Robinson offensive coordina-
tor Gregg Giddings. And he’s
already coming up with steps

on how to keep the success
going that his predecessor
Jammie Deese had with the
Yellow Jackets.

Wednesday eve-
ning, the 2015 Hicko-
ry Ridge High School
graduate and former
outside linebacker
met with the play-
ers and their parents
to meet the families,
outline expectations
and excite the football
community for the
2026 season.

During a phone interview
Thursday morning, Giddings

Gregg
Giddings

said this is his first head foot-
ball coaching opportunity at
a high school, citing his past
coaching experienc-
es at his alma mater,
Mount Pleasant, as
well as South Rowan,
Providence, and at
JM Robinson.

In 2025, Giddings
guided the Bulldogs
to a 11-2 record, a
conference champi-
onship, and advanced
to the third round of
the 5A playoff bracket.

“The big thing that I see
(at Forest Hills) is young

men who are extremely tal-
ented,” Giddings said. “They
have a lot of passion for the
game and they’re actually
very smart as far as football
IQ. They have a very good
coaching staff. The staff
(members) that I have been
able to inherit from Coach
Deese are taking the bulls
by the horn. They have
been running the spring
ball during this transition,
and they have not missed a
beat.”

Giddings said walking
into the opportunity to be
a head football coach feels

'“m qum‘e
[rnal

'-d'url 4] mmpapm.m T

L

like “drinking water from
a fire” in a way that he is
ready to learn who his new
players are about. He cites
his family’s support and his
faith in Jesus Christ as the
inspiration to take the leap
and inherit a Yellow Jacket
program that finished 9-3
overall last year.

The first-year coach will
go into the summer off-sea-
son program asking him-
self questions about how to
build the offense and defense
properly.

SEE COACH/PAGE A6

Michael Wayne O'Neill/EJ
Marvin Ridge High School baseball senior Alex Culicerto hits the ball in game two of a regional series
against Hickory Ridge on Wednesday night.

Ragin’ Bulls split regional
series with Mavs in game two

Third game to be
played Friday

BY MICHAEL WAYNE O’NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C.) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

WAXHAW, N.C. — It took
seven runs for Marvin Ridge
High School’s baseball team
to win the first game of its 7A
west regional series against
Hickory Ridge on Tuesday.

The next day, it took
two runs for the No. 2 seed
Ragin’ Bulls to even the series
as they defeated the No. 5
Mavericks, 2-0, on the road,
Wednesday night to force a
third game. The third game
was scheduled to be played at
Hickory Ridge Friday evening
to determine who will play in
the 7A state championship
series.

“Our guys embrace chal-
lenges and it’s a really good
ball club on the other side,”
Hickory Ridge Head Coach
Jordan Sells said moments
after his team took the second
game. “Anytime you’ve got
another good team that you're
playing against, you have to
rise the occasion. When we

play sound defense, we have
a chance to win. We didn’t do
that in game one, but we did a
much better job in game two,
making plays whenever we
had an opportunity to do so.”

Hickory Ridge senior TJ
Lucks was the first player
to score for the Ragin’ Bulls
after Dylan Kelly, also a senior,
stole a couple of bases in the
second inning.

From there, the visitors
made things challenging for
Marvin Ridge as most of their
defense barred the home
team from collecting any hits
between the third and fifth
innings.

A wild pitch by Marvin
Ridge allowed Hickory Ridge
to score once more, thanks
to freshman Luke Untereker
finding the home plate for the
second run.

The Mavericks, which
dropped to 21-10 and ended
its win streak at four games,
rotated between three pitch-
ers. One of them, senior Mat-
thew Terwilliger, struck out
three batters while allowing
one hit.

Hickory Ridge also won in
the hitting game with six hits

compared to the Mavericks’
four.

“Our pitchers did a great
job, kept us in the game, and
gave us a chance to win,” Mar-
vin Ridge Coach Trey Putman
said. “I thought we had some
good at bats. (Hickory Ridge)
made plays defensively that
they had to make, and cred-
it to them for that. There are
some things that we can do
better.”

Putman said after assessing
the Maverick’s performance
Wednesday, they can priori-
tize the processing of at-bat
appearances and not trying
to do a lot against the Ragin
Bulls’ pitching staff.

Next week, the winner of
this series will play the winner
of the Holly Springs-Cardinal
Gibbons series at the state
series. Should Marvin Ridge
be victorious in game three,
they would play in their first
state series since 2019, the
year they finished as state run-
ner ups.

“We played clean defen-
sively for the most part, but
we will see if we can put it all
together on Friday,” Putman
said.

& Weddington
d High School
junior Mad-
die Diaz
scores on an
RBI by junior
Callie Hill on
Tuesday eve-
ning as the
Warriors
softball team
clinch-ed
their second
regional title
| with two
wins against
| South Iredell.

| Michael Wayne
O'Neill/E)

But ‘jobs not
finished’ after

dominating
South Iredell

BY MICHAEL
WAYNE O’NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C.) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

STATESVILLE, N.C.
— Cruising past No. 2
South Iredell proved to
be easy for the top seed
Weddington High School
softball team as the War-
riors won their second
regional title Wednesday
night at South Iredell.

The Warriors, now 250,
tallied a total of 18 runs
and 21 hits in back-to-back
games against the Vikings
to make the cruise smooth
in the end. Weddington is
also one step away with
the opportunity to win the

Lady Warriors win
second regional title
in program history

program’s first state title in
school history.

“Everyone’s excited,”
Weddington senior Ciara
Blakney said. “We worked
hard to get back to states
and I think everything’s
paid off and we’re going
back there.”

In the first game,
which Weddington won
8-1 at home, junior Cal-
lie Hill and senior Joel-
la Thomas capitalized
on RBI singles in the
second inning. The
Vikings, which finished
the season at 22-8 overall,
scored their only run in
the first game in the fifth
inning.

Hill capitalized on
another RBI in the sev-
enth inning while junior
Sammy Shipley capital-
ized on a South Iredell
error.

SEETITLE/PAGE A6

Lady Warriors playoft j ]ourney starts wit

BY MICHAEL WAYNE O’NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C)) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

WEDDINGTON, N.C. — Follow-
ing an unusual sequence of events,
the Weddington High School girls
lacrosse team started their playoff
journey in the third round of the
7A west bracket Tuesday night and
defeated Reagan by a score of 24-2.

The Warriors, now 13-4, had
their previous potential playoff
opponents forfeit games against
Weddington, which allowed them
to advance to the third round.
Regardless, the team practiced for
two and a half weeks with focus,
though it was challenging for the
girls, citing their desire to play
again.

“The past weeks have been chal-
lenging keeping the girls motivat-
ed, keeping them focused, locked
in and knowing what our next
direction was was really import-

ant,” Weddington Head Coach Zac
Winder said. “We can’t take any
team for granted and make sure
that we’re coming out playing Wed-
dington Ball and doing the best
that we can.”

Against Reagan, Winder was
elated to see his players play Wed-
dington lacrosse based on their
ball movement on offense and how
they showed up defensively.

Sophomore Olivia Peterson and
junior Grace Webb scored five
goals each for the Warriors; Peter-
son also notched two assists. McK-
enna Bartos, also a senior, added
five assists for Weddington.

“It’s what we’ve been working on
the past two weeks,” Winder said.
“They executed, and it showed on
the field. They continue to move,
and it'll set us up for our next game
(against Lake Norman).”

SEE PLAYOFF/PAGE A6

h third-round

(]
win
Weddington
High School
sophomore
Olivia Peter-
son (left)
escapes
from Reagan
| senior Mor-
gan Phillips
as she lifted
| the Warriors
toa24-2
home win
Tuesday
nightina
third-round
playoff
game.

Michael Wayne
O'Neill/EJ
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Spartans, Cougars, Cardinals end
soccer seasons after playoff losses

BY MICHAEL
WAYNE O’NEILL
EJ (MONROE, N.C)) REPORTER
MWONEILL@THEEJ.COM

UNION COUNTY,
N.C. — Three Union
County high school
women’s soccer teams
finished their seasons
in their respective
playoff brackets last
week — No. 8 Union
Academy (3A), No. 7
Central Academy (4A),
and No. 10 Sun Valley
(6A).

The Cardinals fell
to top seed Pine Lake
Prep, 8-0, to end their
conference champion-
ship season at 17-10
overall in the fourth
round. Union Academy
had scored 13 goals
in their red-hot play-
off journey leading up
to the matchup that
took place Wednesday
night.

The loss was also
Union Academy’s fifth
shutout loss of the sea-
son.

Among many of the
seniors the Cardinals
will have to adjust
replacing next sea-
son is leading scorer
Hadassa Garcia, who
finished her senior
season with 26 goals
and 12 assists, and
goalkeeper Isabel-
la Lucas. Lucas was
responsible for record-
ing 144 saves for the
Cardinals for her
senior season.

On Monday, No. 2
Hibriten shut out No. 7
Central Academy, 2-0,
in a third-round home
playoff game, ending
the Cougars’ confer-
ence championship
season at 18-6 overall.
The Cougars rebound-
ed well as they scored

125 goals as a team all
season.

Central Academy
will lose leading scor-
er Makenna Bahnick,
who led the team in
goals and assists on
the way to ending her
four-year career scor-
ing 106 goals in 77
career games. The
Cougars will also lose
Laura Aslakson, who
was fifth on the team
in scoring this season.

No. 10 Sun Valley
ended their 2026 cam-
paign with a 14-7-1
overall record with a
2-1 road loss to No. 2
Mount Tabor on Mon-
day evening.

The Spartans will be
without Nicole Kleyner
and Sophia Seddon
who combined to score
35 goals this season.
They also combined
for 10 assists.

PLAYOFF

FROM PAGE A5

Also scoring multi-
ple goals for Wedding-
ton were senior Abbey
Testa (4), freshman
Lianna Matela (2), Bar-
tos (2), and sophomore
Ellie Harper (2).

The next step for the
Warriors to get back
to the state title game,
where they finished as
runner-ups the year

before, is “continuing to
be encouraging towards
one another,” Ragan
Giddings said.

“It feels good to be
back and play (Lake)
Norman,” Giddings
said.

“That’s gonna be a
really good game and
the focus is trust.”

No. 2 Weddington will
host No 3 Lake Norman
Friday evening for the
opportunity to play top
seed Marvin Ridge or
No. 4 Chapel Hill in the

7A west regional series.

“We are using last
year’s loss in the cham-
pionship as revenge
and we want to even
more this year,” Testa
said.

“That’s going to moti-
vate us and push us. We
haven’t played in almost
a month, so it was good
to be back out there.
We practiced every day
and I think it was great
that we were able to put
all our work in a game
(against Reagan).”

COACH

FROM PAGE A5

Number one, “who’s
going to stand out?” and
number two, “Who’s
gonna be the guy that
can make those plays
when you need it the
most?”.

Another focus for Gid-
dings is to develop the
whole person in each
Forest Hills football play-
er as student-athletes just
like Deese did during his
five-year tenure.

“You need this educa-

tion to help carry you
over into life,” Giddings
said. “That is a major
focus in the program. It
is going to continue to be
the focus. Our coaching
staff will be brought in
and we will make sure
that everything is being
handled in the class-
room.”

Above all, Giddings
wants to help develop
the mental aspect of the
game in his players, so
they can continue to be
successful in life.

Giddings said he has
full support from school
administration and the

community with what he
will do to help the foot-
ball program grow as
one family.

“You've been around
this long enough and
you've seen it,” Giddings
said. “The teams that are
player led are the ones
that are always going to
prosper when times get
tough. I want to make
sure that our guys are
setting good examples
and we're showing them
what it looks like to be a
leader. There’s no doubt
in my mind that this
team is set up for suc-
cess.”
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Is accepting applications for the

Advertising Department
Computer Skills
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e Part-time
e Flexible Hours
e Commission Based
e Pageland & Monroe
Territories

Service Skills

& Customer

No Sales
Experience
Necessary

If interested, send resume and why
you would be a good candidate to

loneil@thelancasternews.com

Two-time NASCAR Cup Series
champion Busch dies at 41

BY STEVE REED
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CONCORD — Kyle
Busch, a two-time
Cup Series champion
who won more races
than anyone across
NASCAR’s three national
series, has died. He was
41.

The Busch Family,
Richard Childress Rac-
ing and NASCAR issued
a joint statement Thurs-
day saying Busch died
after being hospitalized.
No cause of death was
given.

Busch’s family said
earlier Thursday that he
was hospitalized with a
“severe illness,” three
days before he was to
compete in the Coca-Co-
la 600 at Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

Busch was testing in
the Chevrolet racing
simulator in Concord
on Wednesday when he
became unresponsive
and was transported to
a hospital in Charlotte,
several people familiar
with the situation told
The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity
because details have not
been disclosed by Bus-
ch’s team or family.

Busch was the young-
er brother of Kurt
Busch, a NASCAR Hall
of Famer. He’s survived
by wife Samantha and
children Brexton and
Lennix.

“Our entire NASCAR
family is heartbro-
ken by the loss of Kyle
Busch,” the statement
said. “A future Hall of

Famer, Kyle was a rare
talent, one who comes
along once in a genera-
tion. He was fierce, he
was passionate, he was
immensely skilled and
he cared deeply about
the sport and fans.”

The statement went on
to say that “throughout
a career that spanned
more than two decades,
Kyle set records in
national series wins,
won championships at
NASCAR’s highest level
and fostered the next
generation of drivers as
an owner in the Truck
Series. His sharp wit
and competitive spirit
sparked a deep emotion-
al connection with race
fans of every age, creat-
ing the proud and loyal
‘Rowdy Nation.””

TITLE

FROM PAGE A5

When the Warriors
traveled to South Iredell
to play game two, they
knew they had to jump
early just like they did
Tuesday.

“We went into the
game knowing that they
were going to be good
competition,” Blakney
said. “We jumped on
their pitcher (senior Car-
oline Constable) early
and we got settled in
pretty fast. Taking game
one was huge. It set the
tone, but coming into
(the second) game, was
playing as if it was a one
and done (game). We
knew they were going to
hit the ball and we had
to play defense. It all

worked out.”

Thomas won both
games in the circle and
struck out a total of 28
South Iredell batters.
She also improved her
pitching record to 25-0,
while also looking for-
ward to finishing her
career the right way by
putting the Warriors in
permanent glory.

“I'm excited that we’re
able to have this oppor-
tunity again because
it’s not every day that
you get to do this twice
in your high school
career,” Thomas said.
“It’s very special and I
think it's something that
we should enjoy and
savor every moment
that we’re able to spend
with each other with
our teammates and the
whole experience.”

Weddington will play

the winner of the Heri-
tage-DH Conley softball
regional series next week.
The Heritage Huskies
won game one by a score
of 11-7 on the road but
lost in game two at home
by a score of 84. The two
teams will meet at DH
Conley for the final game
of the series Friday to
determine who will play
the Warriors next week.

Regardless, the “job’s
not finished.”

“We still have (two
to three) games to go,
and we're going to con-
tinue to put in the work
and play our game and
hopefully come out on
top,” Blakney said. “We
all deep down trust each
other and want it just
as much as the person
beside us. We are going
to work together and get
the job done.”

CITY OF MONROE
BUDGET HEARING NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING

The City Manager of the City of Monroe has submitted to
the members of the Monroe City Council the Manager’s
Recommended Budget for Fiscal Year 2027 on May 12, 2026.

The budget is available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s
office at City Hall, 300 West Crowell Street, Monroe, NC, from
8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. It is also
available on the City’s website at https://www.monroenc.org

There will be a public hearing on the proposed budget for
Fiscal Year 2027 at 6:00 p.m. on May 26, 2026 at the City Hall
Council Chambers. Any persons who wish to be heard on the
budget may appear and make written or oral comments.

Any person may request an accommodation for a disabling
condition in order to attend the meeting This request should
be made to the City Clerk at (704) 282-4528.

LEGAL NOTICE

The budget is summarized as follows:

FUND BUDGET AMOUNT

General $ 65,352,355
Center Theatre 1,124,777
Parks & Recreation 2,811,070
Golf Course 2,647,531
GF Capital Projects 450,000
Aquatics Center 5,727,807
Occupancy Tax Projects 322,699
Downtown 586,152
Police Forfeiture 198,000
Water & Sewer 27,034,239
Water & Sewer Reserve 4,985,499
Water & Sewer Capital Projects 1,000,000
Stormwater 3,001,351
Stormwater Capital Projects 175,000
Electric 68,351,911
Electric Capital Projects 6,700,051
Natural Gas 26,135,489
Natural Gas Capital Projects 4,225,000
Airport 5,139,965
Solid Waste 5,127,814

Total | $ 231,186,710

Mark Watson
City Manager/Budget Officer
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

CLUES ACROSS

1. Government lawyers
4. The back of a person’s neck
8. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
10. In a less flashy way
11. Living room piece
12. Shepherd dog
13. A citizen of Iran
15. Moved slowly
16. Small finch
17. Previously
18. What a kid does on Halloween
21. Monetary unit
22. Using dry humor
23. Ocean

CLUES DOWN

1. Abstain from

2. Admirer

3. Expedition to observe animals

4. Act that is legally void

5. WW2 combatants

6. A tool

7. Looked at

9. Showing wild excitement

10. Banknotes

12. Tired

14. Printers need it

15. Women’s patriotic group

17. When you anticipate getting
somewhere

19. Functions
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PHOTO FINISH WORD
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

APERTURE
BOKEH
COMPOSITION
CONTRAST
DARKROOM
DEPTH
EXPOSURE
FLASH
FOCAL
HISTOGRAM
ISO
LANDSCAPE
LENS
MACRO
NEGATIVE
PORTRAIT
REFLECTOR
RESOLUTION
SATURATION
SENSOR
SHUTTER
TRIPOD
VIEWFINDER
VIGNETTE

oO-Hr=E===xXu=Z2xx3x410Nnro0-Hw=>x

24.
25.

Greek goddess of the dawn
Not close

26. NHL legend Bobby

27. A ballplayer would love to do this
34. Charity

35. City in Finland

. Loomed over

37. Vaccine developer

38. Avoids capture

39. We all need it

40. Openwork fabrics

41. Get away

42. Something you might hit
43. Soviet Socialist Republic

20. Breed of sheep

23. Mocking pieces

24. A major division of geological time
25. Andiron

26. Many not ands

27. Cuban city

28. He voiced “Olaf”

29. Criticize

30. “Thundercats” character
31. Markings

32. Gets up

33. MLB lefty reliever A.J.
34. An assembly of witches
36. High energy lasers (abbr.)

HOROSCOPES

ARIES — Mar 21/Apr 20 —
Slow down to smell the roses,
Aries. You’ve been running at
full speed, and your body is ask-
ing for a break. A low-key eve-
ning at home will recharge your
batteries for a big weekend.

TAURUS — Apr 21/May 21
— Creativity hits you in an unex-
pected place, Taurus. It might
even come while you’re doing
chores. Explore a new idea thor-
oughly, as it might be the cre-
ative spark you’ve been looking
for.

GEMINI — May 22/Jun 21 —
A misunderstanding is cleared
up by a simple phone call, Gemi-
ni. Don’t let a text message stew
in your mind. Direct communica-
tion is the only way to keep your
peace of mind this week.

CANCER — Jun 22/Jul 22 —
Focus on your workspace, Can-
cer. A little reorganization and
some new decor will shift the
energy and help you focus. You'll
be surprised how much your
environment affects your output.

LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23 — Your
generosity is noted, Leo. Help-
ing a colleague or friend with
a thankless task will earn you
major karma points. Expect a
small, pleasant surprise to come
back to you.

VIRGO — Aug 24/Sept 22 —
Virgo, steer clear of over-analyz-
ing a recent social interaction.

LIBRA — Sept 23/0ct 23 — A
financial risk might be tempting,
but the stars suggest sticking to
the plan for now, Libra. Focus on
“slow and steady” gains rather
than “get rich quick” schemes
this week.

SCORPIO — Oct 24/Nov 22
— You're feeling extra protective
of your time, Scorpio, and that’s
okay. Saying “no” to an invitation
isn’t a rejection of the person; it’s
an investment in your own men-
tal health.

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec
21 — Laughter is your best med-
icine this week, Sagittarius. Seek
a person who always makes you
giggle. A lighthearted approach
to a serious problem will reveal
the simplest solution.

CAPRICORN — Dec 22/Jan
20 — Your reputation is pre-
ceding you in a good way, Cap-
ricorn. Someone in a position
of power has their eye on your
work. Keep your standards high;
the payoff is closer than you
think.

AQUARIUS — Jan 21/Feb 18
— Aquarius, an old hobby is call-
ing your name. Dust off those
tools or that camera. Reconnect-
ing with a past passion will give
you the emotional boost you've
been looking for.

PISCES — Feb 19/Mar 20
— Trust the timing of your life,
Pisces. Something you want-

Solve the code to discover words related to the photography.

Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 23 = E)

3 14 20 2 2 23 25

26 10 16 7 23

9 26 8 23 3

8 16 1 1 3 5 16 6 23
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Level: Beginner
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Rearrange the letters to spell

something pertaining to the photography.

LNSE

sue lemsuy

May 17
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23

Ginnifer Goodwin, Actress

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Josh Homme, Musician (53)
George Strait, Singer (74)
JoJo Siwa, Dancer (23)
Cher, Singer (80)
Mr. T, Actor (74)
(48)
Jewel, Singer (52)

uosuyor ApoD emsuy

GUESS WHO »

| am a country singer born in Texas on
May 21,1987. | started playing music at
age 12 and worked for the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice. | was
named a New Male Vocalist of the Year in
2011, and by 2014, my breakthrough album
cracked the Top 10 on Billboard’s chart.

FACT:

These North American
holidays during the
month of May may be
times when people
host guests and serve
grilled food.

Ap@ pLI01DIA ‘ADQ [PLIOWBW :Jemsuy

Crossword Puzzle

THIS
DAY IN

HISTORY

O may

4

18385: French
explorer Jacques
Cartier sets sail on
his second North
American voyage.

1911: Parks Canada,
the world’s first
national park service,
is established.

1962: Ma.'rilyn
ACROSS DOWN ‘I‘V[Ifgl?; E;?tgﬁday” to
1. Cuts of beef 1. Slow-cooked food President John F.
3. Curved bones 2. In addition Kennedy.
5. Not high 4. A way to hit
6. At any time something

7. Type of oil
8. Contains a letter
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small, compressed
adojoauy g cylinders used for
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cooking and
heating
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English: Grill
Spanish: Parrilla
Italian: Griglia

ou

=Did
! Kll\l ?

Gas grills are the most popular
type of grill, followed by
charcoal. Summer is the peak
time of year for
grilling, and

Get the KOy
PICTURE?

Can you guess what

You did fine, and people enjoyed ed didn’t work out, but that’s French: Gril burgers are the
your company. Focus on the because something better is cur- German: Grill most popular the bigger picture is?
future instead of replaying the rently in the works. Keep your food to grill. st bag oLy
past on a loop. heart open and your head up. .
D|AlsS N alplEe R E T T UGH S VAR 0T CE L F E R
426918375EDAM oL o Ty [EST T E N6 TV I'EIO?LISO
817111514 13]16[(9]2 S|O|F|A clojL|L]l |E M ARG O T S I H'WSN X A
I |R|A|N A L D I~ E F~I X §
513|9]2[6|7]1]8[4] [s1c~ > S i FONA X
R o E V 7S C DS S
/16[411[3[2]18]5]9 P W 0 S“EA P E R T URE O E T EN
C DM 0 I T UL O S E R M R R R
319|15]18|7|6]12(4]|1 E o NS N B Kk lullt
R R A#0 W UE 0 s P
2111814191|517(6]3 L #R ) G S N 00
H A N s|L v
0 A I P D H
1181317151419 |216 AIRITT NJAJR] S AT UR AUTWI 0 N T B X D T
H V|E|R|E AlB|I|N L EN S E I ()} I E P
olal2]e[8[1]5][3]7] [evinoels alels|r Ny ;
L N]OS FIL|EE H E K O B M 0 0 R K RUALD
6[s5]7]3]2]o4al1]8] [t - a -




A8 THE ENQUIRER-JOURNAL Saturday-Sunday, May 23-24, 2026

(0K [0]0 ] ANNOUNCEMENTS

(1110]0 ) LEGALS

0900 [T

e J0]0) LEGALS

0900 [T

(11 10]0 ] LEGALS

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.

Call Heritage for the Blind

Today at 1-855-869-7055

today!

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare
Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in
2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-213-6711

m MERCHANDISE

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-877-920-7405

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer — up to 50% off in-
stallation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-855-585-1815

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos.
These brands only!
Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6577

(0] 10]0 M LEGALS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000484-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Betty W Owens, Deceased.

This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 11th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-

tate please make immediate
payment.

This 9th day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator
Catherine M Smith
2909 Faulks Church Rd
Wingate, NC 28174

May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

CITY OF MONROE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held by
the City Council of the City of
Monroe, North Carolina on May
26, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. The pub-
lic hearing will be held in the
Council Chambers located at
City Hall, 300 West Crowell
Street in Monroe, North Caro-
lina. The public hearing will
consider:

RESOLUTION OF INTENT
TO ABANDON
PORTION OF A 38-FOOT
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR
WINDSOR STREET FROM
EASTERN RIGHT-OF-WAY
OF HARLEY STREET TO
EASTERN PROPERTY LINE
OF LOT 10 OF DR. B. C.
REDFERN SUBDIVISION
R-2026-19

THAT WHEREAS, the City of
Monroe proposes to perman-
ently abandon a portion of the
38-foot right-of-way of Windsor
Street pursuant to North Caro-
lina General Statute Section
160A-299 starting at eastern
right-of-way of Harley Street to
the eastern property line of Lot
10 of the Dr. B. C. Redfern sub-
division recorded in Plat Book
2, Page 120, about 379 linear
feet in length.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED that the Monroe
City Council declares its intent
to permanently abandon a por-
tion of the 38-foot right-of-way
of Windsor Street pursuant to
North Carolina General Statute
Section 160A-299 starting at
eastern right-of-way of Harley
Street to the eastern property
line of Lot 10 of the Dr. B. C.
Redfern subdivision recorded in
Plat Book 2, Page 120, about
379 linear feet in length.

The City Council orders that a
public hearing be called on the
question at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday,
May 26, 2026. The City Clerk is
hereby directed to: publish a
copy of this Resolution in a
newspaper authorized to pub-
lish legal ads in the City of
Monroe as required by statute;
send a copy of this Resolution
by certified or registered mail to

all owners of the property ad-
joining the street as shown on
the tax records; and, cause a
notice of the closing and public
hearing to be prominently pos-
ted in at least two places along
said street.

For additional information,
please contact Sarah McAI-
lister at 704-282-4532 or
smcallister@monroenc.org.
Copies of any proposed docu-
ments are available for public
inspection in the office of the
City Clerk. Persons interested
are invited to attend the hear-
ing and present their views for
or against the proposed re-
quest. The Mayor reserves the
right to adjourn the meeting to a
place and time to be an-
nounced at said hearing. As a
result of the public hearing,
there is the possibility of sub-
stantial changes being made to
the advertised proposals, re-
flecting objections, debate and
discussion at the hearing. Any
person may request an accom-
modation for a disabling condi-
tion in order to attend the hear-
ing. This request should be
made to the City Clerk at 704-
282-4502.

By Order of the City Council
Bridgette H. Robinson,
City Clerk

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

CITY OF MONROE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that pub-
lic hearings will be held by the
City Council of the City of Mon-
roe, North Carolina on May 26,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. The public
hearings will be held in the
Council Chambers located at
City Hall, 300 West Crowell
Street in Monroe, North Caro-
lina.

The public hearings will con-
sider the following:

+ Zoning map amendment re-
quest to rezone the properties
located at 4920 Secrest Short-
cut Road (Tax Parcel #s 08-
303-003C and 08-303-003A)
from Regional Corridor Mixed-
Use to Residential Low Density.
For information on this project,
please contact Patrick Blaszyk
at 704-282-4550 or
pblaszyk@monroenc.org

* Zoning map amendment re-
quest to rezone the property
located at 605 Treeway Drive
(Tax Parcel # 09-084-008A)
from Residential Medium Dens-
ity to General Industrial. For in-
formation on this project,
please contact Keri Mendler at
704-282-5797 or
kmendler@monroenc.org

Save on all types of merchandise
when you shop the Classifieds.
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Copies of any proposed docu-
ments are available for public
inspection in the office of the
City Clerk. Persons interested
are invited to attend the hear-
ings and present their views for
or against the proposed re-
quests. The Mayor reserves the
right to adjourn the meeting to a
place and time to be an-
nounced at said hearings. As a
result of the public hearings,
there is the possibility of sub-
stantial changes being made to
the advertised proposals, re-
flecting objections, debates and
discussions at the hearings.
Any person may request an ac-
commodation for a disabling
condition in order to attend the
hearings. This request should
be made to the City Clerk at
704-282-4502.

By Order of the City Council
Bridgette H. Robinson,
City Clerk

May 16 and 23, 2026

CITY OF MONROE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that pub-
lic hearings will be held by the
City Council of the City of Mon-
roe, North Carolina on May 26,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the City
Hall Council Chambers located
at 300 West Crowell Street in
Monroe, North Carolina to con-
sider the award of a Level IV In-
centive Grant to Monroe Hos-
pitality, LLC for a Downtown
Hotel Project under the City’s
Economic Development Grant
Program, This grant is based
on the company’s projected
capital investment of Forty-Mil-
lion Dollars ($40,000,000),
which would result in a City of
Monroe Level IV Grant to be
paid over five years. The actu-
al grant amount will depend on
the Union County Tax Adminis-
tration Office’s actual assessed
values of qualifying invest-
ments as determined each year
and actual applicable grant
factors as established each
year the grant is awarded.

Copies of any proposed docu-
ments are available for public
inspection in the office of the
City Clerk. Persons interested
are invited to attend the hear-
ing and present their views for
or against the proposed re-
quest. The Mayor reserves the
right to adjourn the meeting to a
place and time to be an-
nounced at said hearing. As a
result of the public hearing,
there is the possibility of sub-
stantial changes being made to
the advertised proposals, re-
flecting objections, debate and
discussion at the hearing. Any
person may request an accom-
modation for a disabling condi-
tion in order to attend the hear-
ing. This request should be
made to the City Clerk at 704-
282-4502.

By Order of the City Council

Bridgette H. Robinson,
City Clerk

May 16 and 23, 2026

CITY OF MONROE
LEGAL NOTICE
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held by
the Board of Adjustment of the
City of Monroe, North Carolina
on the 28 th day of May, 2026
at 6:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of City Hall, 300 W.
Crowell Street, Monroe, NC to
consider the following:

PLZONA-2026-00169-Appeal
application from Steven Polk of
Stevens Repair Service regard-
ing Planning Staff’s zoning de-
termination of a golf cart repair
and sales business operating at
1109 Cyrus Edwards Road.
(Parcel ID #09-143-021)

PLSUP-2026-00171-Special
Use Permit request from Robert
Hansen for an addition that has
been added to the manufac-
tured home at 4924 Myers
Road. (Parcel ID #07-027-003)

PLSUP 2026-00153-Special
Use Permit request by Thomas
Walsh on behalf of Pappas
Properties to allow a conveni-
ence store with fuel pumps in
the Neighborhood Business
(NB) District at 3120 Goldmine
Road. (Parcel ID #09-342-123)

Persons interested are invited
to attend the hearings and
present their views for or
against the proposed request.

As a result of the public hear-
ing, there is the possibility of
substantial changes being
made to the advertised propos-
als, reflecting objections, de-
bate and discussion at the
hearings.

The Chairman reserves the
right to adjourn the meeting to a
place and time to be an-
nounced at said hearings.

Any person may request an ac-
commodation for a disabling
condition in order to attend the
hearing. This request should be
made to the Clerk of the Board
at 704-282-4527.

By Order of the
Board of Adjustment
Kimberly Davis
Clerk to the

Board of Adjustment

May 23, 2026

CITY OF MONROE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that pub-
lic hearings will be held by the
City Council of the City of Mon-
roe, North Carolina on May 26,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Coun-
cil Chambers located at City
Hall, 300 West Crowell Street in
Monroe, North Carolina to con-
sider under the City’s Down-
town Economic Development
Grant Program the following:

+ Building Rehabilitation and
Improvement Grant- Bill Heis-
ner, owner of 109 S Main
Street, has applied and met the
eligible requirements for this
grant program. The Building
Rehabilitation and Improve-
ment Grant is a matching 50/50
downtown grant program with a
maximum award of $7,500 de-
signed to provide assistance
with building maintenance and
improvements within the cent-
ral downtown business district.
Mr. Heisner will be repainting
and improving lighting at 109 S
Main Street. Total project costs
are $4,500. Mr. Heisner is eli-
gible for a reimbursement of
50% of the project costs, not to
exceed $2,250. Proof of pay-
ment for the full amount of the
project is required before funds
are released. For information
on this project, please contact
Ashley Nowell at 704-292-1705
or anowell@monroenc.org

+ Grow Monroe Downtown
Grant — Superior Home Medic-
al Supply owner, Courtney
Stevens-Garrison, has applied
and met the eligible require-
ments for this grant program.
The Grow Monroe Grant is a
matching 50/50 downtown
grant program designed to
provide assistance with rental
expenses and/or up-fit ex-
penses for expanding busi-
nesses in the central down-
town business district. Awards
are determined using a formula
based square footage. Superi-
or Home Medical Supply is cur-
rently located at 108 S Main
Street Street, and will be ex-
panding into the neighboring
storefront at 106 S Main Street.
The expanded space is 1,080
square foot, and an expanding
retail business is eligible for
$4/sqft, for a total of $4,320
through this grant program. Ms.
Stevens-Garrison has applied
for $4,320 in rent subsidy. Rent
subsidy will be paid 50% after
six and the remaining 50% after
twelve months. Proof of timely
payment for the full amount of
rent is required before funds
are released. For information
on this project, please contact
Ashley Nowell at 704-292-1705
or anowell@monroenc.org

Copies of any proposed docu-
ments are available for public
inspection in the office of the
City Clerk. Persons interested
are invited to attend the hear-
ings and present their views for
or against the proposed re-
quests. The Mayor reserves the
right to adjourn the meeting to a
place and time to be an-
nounced at said hearings. As a
result of the public hearings,
there is the possibility of sub-
stantial changes being made to
the advertised proposals, re-
flecting objections, debates and
discussions at the hearings.
Any person may request an ac-
commodation for a disabling
condition in order to attend the
hearings. This request should
be made to the City Clerk at
704/282-4502.

By Order of the City Council

Bridgette H. Robinson,
City Clerk

May 16, 23, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000525-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Dora Lorraine Belk aka Lor-
raine Parker Belk, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of may, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator

Robin Paulette Belk
3815 Faith Church Rd
Indian Trail, NC 28079

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000479-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Frances Anderson Godfrey,
Deceased.

This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator

Robin Griffin

300 Serenity Hills Dr
Monroe, NC 28110

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#25E000115-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Gennadiy Paylovich Nokhrin,
Deceased.

This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 18th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 16th day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator
NATALIYA NOKHRINA
2402 DEVON DR
MONROE, NC 28110

May 16, 23, 30, June 6, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000557-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
James A Lyons, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator
Thomas A Lyons
1200 Kerry Greens Dr
Stallings, NC 28104

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000511-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Jessie L Bailey, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 18th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 16th day of May, 2026.
Executor-

Administrator

Angela D McClendon

PO Box 1

6105 Eubanks Street
Mineral Springs, NC 28108

May 16, 23, 30, June 6, 2026

CALL TODAY
T0
SUBSCRIBE!
704-5¥6-7000
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

UPCOMING EVENTS

Alzheimer’s Awareness Walk:
Taking place on Friday, June
26th from 9to 11 a.m. at the
Bazemore Active Adult Center.
Organized in partnership with
the Alzheimer’s Association
and the city of Monroe, this
is a caregiver-focused event
bringing together a small
group of local organizations to
provide education, support, and
resources to families affected by
dementia. It is open to the public
at no cost.

ONGOING

Council on Aging Care &
Share Support Group: In-person
meetings at 10:15 a.m. on the
second and fourth Mondays of
each month at the Council on
Aging in Union County, 1401
Skyway Drive, Monroe.

Virtual meetings at 4 p.m. on
the first and third Fridays of the

month via Zoom.

Links sent via email prior to the
meeting. For details, call Jesse
Granger at (704) 292-1797.

Marshville Museum &
Cultural Center: Open Fridays
and Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., 201 North Elm St.
Marshville. Exhibits change
monthly.

We are an all-volunteer
organization dedicated to
promoting Union County history.
For more information, please text
or call (704) 560-3644.

Monroe Rotary Club:

Noon on Tuesdays at Rolling
Hills Country Club, 2722 West
Roosevelt Blvd., Monroe.

Sewing/Quilting Group:
9 a.m. to noon, Tuesdays at
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
of Monroe, 909 Circle Drive,
Monroe.

Union County Farmer’s
Market: 8 a.m. to noon each

Saturday at 805 Skyway Drive,
Monroe.

Union County Writers Club:
Meets on the third Thursday
of each month at 6 p.m. in the
Union County Community Arts
Building, 327 South Hayne St.,
Monroe. For information call or
text (704) 221-1958.

GOVERNMENT
MEETINGS

Fairview Town Council: Meets

the second Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at Fairview
Town Hall, 7516 Concord Hwy.,
Fairview.

Indian Trail Town Council:
Meets on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month at

6:30 p.m. at Indian Trail Town Hall,

315 Matthews-Indian Trail Road,
Indian Trail.

Marshville Town Council:
Meets on the first Monday of
each month at 7 p.m., at 118 East

Union St., Marshville.

Marvin Village Council:
Regular meetings are, unless
otherwise noted, held on the
second Tuesday of each month
at 6 p.m. at Village Hall, 10006
Village School Road, Marvin.

Mineral Springs Town
Council: Meets on the second
Thursday of each month at
7:30 p.m. at Mineral Springs
Town Hall, 3506 Potter Road
South in Mineral Springs.

Monroe City Council:
Meets on the second and
fourth Tuesdays each month at
4:30 p.m. (strategic meeting) and
6 p.m. (regular meeting) at City
of Monroe City Hall, 300 West
Crowell St., Monroe.

Stallings Town Council:
Meets on the second and fourth
Mondays of each month at
7 p.m. at Stallings Government
Center, 315 Stallings Road,
Stallings.

Unionville Town Council:
Meets on the third Monday
of each month at 7:30 p.m.
at Unionville Town Hall, 1102
Unionville Church Road,
Unionville.

Waxhaw Board of
Commissioners: Meets on
the second Tuesdays of each
month at 6:30 p.m., and on the
fourth Tuesdays of each month
with a work session at 5:30 p.m.
followed by the regular meeting
at 6:30 p.m. All meetings are
held at Waxhaw Town Hall, 4218
Waxhaw-Marvin Road, Waxhaw.

Weddington Town Council:
Meets on the second Monday
of each month at 7 p.m. at
Weddington Town Hall, 1924
Weddington Road, Weddington.

Wingate Town Council:
Meets on the third Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. at Wingate
Town Hall, 101 West Wilson St. in
Wingate.
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STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000414-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Joseph McDermott, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator

Cheryl McDermott
1150 Dogwood Dr
Lincolnton, NC 30817

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000454-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Kent Arrias Lyles, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 4th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 2nd day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator

Rita Scott

5938 Akin Glen

San Antonio, TX 78261

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000548-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Laura Juanita Helms Godfrey
aka Juanita Helms Godfrey,
Deceased.

This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-

tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator

David Harry Godfrey
2204 New Town Rd
Monroe, NC 28110

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Having qualified as Executor of
the Estate of Nancy Carol
Mangum, deceased, late of
Union County, North Carolina,
this is to notify all persons,
firms, and corporations having
claims against said estate to
present them, duly verified, to
the undersigned at 344 West
John Street, Matthews, NC
28105, on or before August 23,
2026, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said es-
tate will please make immedi-
ate settlement with the under-
signed.

This the 23 rd day of May,
2026.

Cinde Dale Stinson,
Administrator of the Estate of
Nancy Carol Mangum,

Union County File

No. 26E000517-890,

c/o Garrity Gossage, LLP,
344 West John Street,
Matthews, NC 28105.

May 23, 30. June 6, 13, 2026

NOTICE OF INTENTION
TO APPLY TO THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
COMMISSION FOR
APPROVAL OF JAIL BONDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of
intention of the County of Uni-
on, North Carolina to file applic-
ation with the Local Govern-
ment Commission, Raleigh,
North Carolina for its approval
of the issuance of general ob-
ligation bonds of the County of
Union, North Carolina which
shall be for the following pur-
pose and in the following max-
imum amount:

$200,000,000 of bonds to pay
the capital costs of providing for
the design, construction, fur-
nishing and equipping of a new
jail facility.

Any citizen or taxpayer of the
County of Union, North Caro-
lina objecting to the issuance of
said bonds, within seven days
after the date of publication of
this notice, may file with the
Local Government Commis-
sion, Longleaf Building, 3200
Atlantic Avenue, Raleigh, NC
27604, Attention: Secretary,
and with the Board of Commis-
sioners of the County of Union,
North Carolina, a written state-
ment setting forth each objec-
tion to the proposed bond is-
sue and such statement shall
contain the name and address
of the person filing it.

COUNTY OF UNION,
NORTH CAROLINA

/s/ Lynn West
Lynn West

Clerk to the Board
County of Union,
North Carolina

May 23, 2026

Fill Your Purse Through
Q%N the Classifieds (>

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Having qualified as Administrat-
or of the Estate of James Floyd
Crowell, deceased, late of Uni-
on County, North Carolina, this
is to notify all persons, firms,
and corporations having claims
against said estate to present
them, duly verified, to the un-
dersigned at 344 West John
Street, Matthews, NC 28105,
on or before August 16, 2026,
or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said estate will
please make immediate settle-
ment with the undersigned.

This the 16th day of May, 2026.

Jamie M. Crowell,
Administrator of the Estate
of James Floyd Crowell,
Union County

File No. 26E000416-890,
c/o Garrity & Gossage, LLP,
344 West John Street,
Matthews, NC 28105.

4ts: 5/16, 23, 30; 6/6, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK

FILE#26E000508-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Joyce Young Parr, Deceased.

This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 18th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 16th day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator
Linda Naddeo
4205 Deerfield Dr.
Monroe, NC 28112

May 16, 23, 30, June 6, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Please note on Friday, May 15,
2026, the proposed annual op-
erating budget for Fiscal Year
2026-2027 for the Village of
Marvin, NC was distributed to
the Marvin Village Council and
has been made available for
public inspection in the Clerk’s
Office at Marvin Village Hall,
Monday through Thursday from
10am to 2pm.

Please note that the Marvin Vil-
lage Council has called for pub-
lic hearing to be held on
Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6pm
at Marvin Village Hall (10006
Marvin School Road) for the
purpose of receiving public
comment on the proposed Vil-
lage of Marvin Annual Operat-
ing Budget for Fiscal Year
2026-2027, for which the Vil-
lage Council will consider adop-
tion at the same meeting.

Austin W. Yow
Clerk, Village of Marvin

May 16, 23, 2026

Public Notice of
Budget Hearing

The 2026 — 2027 proposed
budget for the Town of
Marshville has been presented
to the Board and is available for
public inspection at Marshville
Town Hall (118 E. Union Street)
on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., as well as online.

A public hearing will be held on
Monday, June 01, 2026, at 7:00
pm at Marshville Town Hall to
receive comments on the pro-
posed budget.

In accordance with Title Il of the
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), the Town of Marshville
does not discriminate on the
basis of disability in conducting
its meetings. Individuals with
disabilities who require accom-
modation to participate effect-
ively should contact 704-624-
2515 at least 48 hours prior to
the meeting.

May 23, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000518-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Roy Lawrence Helms, De-
ceased.

This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of May, 2026.

Executor-

Administrator

Dawn Consider

3725 Glen Meadows Drive
Denver, NC 28037

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA-Part B,
Public Law 108.446) Project is
presently being amended. The
Project describes the special
education programs that Union
Day School proposes for Fed-
eral funding for the 2026-2027
School Year. Interested per-
sons are encouraged to review
amendments to the Project and
make comments concerning
the implementation of special
education under this Federal
Program. All comments will be
considered prior to submission
of the amended Project to the
North Carolina Department of
Public Instruction in Raleigh,
North Carolina. The IDEA-Part
B Project is open to the public
for review and comments on
5/28/2026 and 5/29/2026 in the
office of Michael Nardelli, EC
Director, located at 3000 Tilley
Morris Road, Weddington, NC
28104.

May 23, 27, 2026

Savr

/W THE CLASSIFIEDS

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000456-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Sharon Gay Lilly, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 11th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 9th day of May, 2026.

Executor-

Administrator

Barbara Ann Keith

4825 Frankie Rd

Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF UNION

IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE#26E000529-890

EXECUTOR-
ADMINISTRATOR

Having duly qualified before the
Honorable Wendy Maynard,
Clerk of Superior Court of Uni-
on County, as Personal Rep-
resentative for the Estate of
Youn Woo Lee, Deceased.
This is to notify all persons hav-
ing claims against the Estate to
present them to the under-
signed on or before 25th day of
August, 2026 or same will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said Es-
tate please make immediate
payment.

This 23rd day of May, 2026.

Executor-
Administrator

Mark Lee

1709 Laurel Hill Dr
Waxhaw, NC 28173

May 23, 30, June 6, 13, 2026

UNION COUNTY — SOUTH
PIEDMONT REGIONAL
AUTOPSY CENTER

BID REQUEST FOR NEW FA-
CILITY: Wharton-Smith, Inc.,
the Construction Manager at
Risk for Union County on the
construction of the South Pied-
mont Regional Autopsy Center
project located at 3502 East
Highway 74 Wingate, NC
28174, adjacent to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office, will be
accepting bids from pre-quali-
fied bidders for the construc-
tion of the new medical exam-
iner facility.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The
project scope includes a new
15,000 square feet autopsy and
administration facility and asso-
ciated site work and site im-
provements. The project is to
have approximately a 14-month
schedule starting in September
2026 through November 2027.

Bid packages are listed below,
and additional bid packages
may be added or deleted at the
discretion of the Construction
Manager. Only Bids from Pre-
qualified firms will be accepted.
All bids, formal and informal,
will be opened and read aloud.

General Trades 01.0; Final
Cleaning-01.1; Building Con-
crete & Tilt Wall — 03.0; Ma-
sonry-04.0; Structural & Misc.
Steel — 05.0; Millwork-06.0;
Waterproofing/Dampproofing/S
ealants/Spray Foam/Firestop-
07.0; Roofing & Metal Wall
Panels-07.1;Doors/Frames/
Hardware-08.0; Overhead
Doors/Loading Dock Equip.-
08.1; Glass & Glazing-08.2;
Automatic Sliding Doors — 08.3;
Drywall and X-Ray Walls-09.0;
Acoustical Ceilings-09.1; Floor-
ing-09.2; Hard Tile-09.3; Fluid
Applied Flooring & Sanitary
Walls-09.4; Painting-09.5; Sig-
nage-10.0; Specialties-10.1;
Laboratory Equipment-11.0;
Morgue Equipment-11.1;
Laboratory Casework-12.0;
Blinds and Shades-12.1; Cold
Rooms-13.0; Fire Protection-
21.0; Plumbing-22.0; HVAC-
23.0; Electrical-26.0; Sitework-
31.0; Site Concrete-31.1; Fen-
cing-32.0; Landscaping-32.1

A pre-bid meeting will be held
on Tuesday June 2, 2026 at
2:00PM at The Hub Confer-
ence Center 5501 Seventy
Seven Center Drive Charlotte.
Site is open for visits.

Sealed Bids will be due by 2:00
PM, June 25, 2026, at The Hub
Conference Center 5501 Sev-
enty-Seven Center Drive Char-
lotte, NC. Bids to be submitted
to Construction Manager Whar-
ton Smith.

If for any reason the CMAR
does not receive the required
number of bids to open any bid
package, the rebid date is
scheduled for Thursday July 2,
2026.

Prequalified Bidders can reach
out to cltestimating@wharton-
smith.com to request link to the
construction documents.

Wharton-Smith reserves the
right to modify the above bid
packages as needed. The Con-
struction Manager and Owner
reserve the right to reject any
and all bids received.

May 23, 2026
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CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2026!

K-12 Tuition-Free NC Public Charter School

UNION ACADEMY

Challenge. Character. Community.
Mr. Jim Zorn, High School Principal

™

S NI

Tyler James Acoveno
Melanie Alejandro
Joseph Benjamin Alexander
Carolina Rebecca Ambrose
Kelsey Xiaomin Baker
Sara Adair Baker

Cohen Joseph Barbee
Mikayla DeAndrea Bethea
McKenna Lynn Bovender
Isabella Marie Bramhall
Joseph Thomas Bratchie
Dylan Jacob Broadway
Payton Renée Brooks
Dylan Chandler Brown
Brenda Elizabeth Brown
Colton Lee Brucke

Cole Brooks Bullock
Samantha Michelle Byrd
Raphaela Fenerich Carani
Breanna Jo Carpenter
London Brielle Clark
Savannah Grace Cohen
Ryan Eugene Cole

Danny Coria-Pavon
Savannah Jane Criddle
Kayden Blair Crooke
Brooklynn Marie Cruz
Nicole Sophia Currea
Nicholas Victor Damato
Corneliu Danila

John Dominic Dare

Cianna Abree Delia
Cameron Michael Demers
Miracle Ashaunti DeMoss
Adeline Grace Dommer
Micheal Anthony Donato
Abbigail Lyn Dye

Andres Alessandro Echeverry
Clayton Neal Edwards
Damien Xavier Elkins
Alexander Walker Evans
Isaac Asbury Evans

Bailey Tate Evans

Lillyanne Macy Fox

Colby Mason Fox

Isabella Christina Garcia
Hadassa Garcia-Salinas
Kayda Faith Geyer
Stephanie Mackenzie Gibson
Stephen Javier Gonzales
Faith Deborah Griffin

Grace Naomi Griffin

Brady Marvin Hargett
Roman Michael Hartline
Jarel Tyrese Hickmon
James Crawford Hightower
Isabella Kendall Hoffman
Aubry Lynn Holmes

Grace Margaret Hopper
Brinkley McKenzie Housand
Elliot Alexander Huffman
Marco Antonio Huinac Chanax

Raley Marie Huneycutt
Brooke Autumn Johns
Reese Katherine Jones
Alexander John Kalisz
Aiden Michael Kingsley
Christopher Shane Kirby
Katherine Alexandria Kobera
Kendall Ann Leak
Harrison Jerome Lee
Elizabeth Ann Lee

John Carlos Leon

Hayley Savannah Licourt
Connor Paul Lindley
Ashlynn Claire Longo
Dylan Patrick Lucas
Isabella Jane Lucas
Julianne Lauren Magbitang
Andrew Hans Maloney
Sophia Katherine Maltese
Conner Pace Martin
Cooper Dallas Martin
Noah Craig Martin
Brianna Jasmin Mason
John Nicholas Mateosky
Bailey Ashe McManus
Marissa Bailey McMurray
Cora Ann Medlin

Aubrey Lynn Mekus
Bryce Donovan Melton
Brylee Ann Mendoza
Zachary Lee Michaud

Bella Hailey Mitchell
Adam Harvey Moore
Mariana Renee Morales
Juliana Sofia Morales
Sophia Juliet Mosblech
Grayson Emily Moss
Brave Gael Ndizihiwe
Elizabeth Jane Nichols
Daniel Olivan Parias
Emma Kate Patti

Isabella Grace Perry
Sydney Grace Phillips
Matthew Scott Poole
Rodrigo Pradillo Benito
Elena Denise Quinonez
Alaina Grace Rautanen
Raegan Ashleigh Reddick
Braeden James Reynolds
Gabriella Rae Rhodes
Trinity Lynn Robinette
Peter Covert Robison
Yariel Ricardo Rodriguez Gonzalez
Jeremiah Greyson Rouse
Ethan Brandon Emmanuel Rowe
Maria Ashley Saas
Johnathan David Sawyer
Lauren Elizabeth Seaford
Mary Louise Seaford
Tyler William Sellers
Reichen Anderson Nigel Shauan
Skylar Faith Shaw

Ruby Lane Sheffield
Elijah Zamarion Shine
Amani Micole Simpson
Landon Alexander Smith
Jordan Clifton Smith

Lily Grace Starnes

Lillian Elizabeth Strachan
Yasmin Caroline Stringer
Zavianah Praise Sturdivant
Jackson Storm Supernavage
Taylor Marie Surratt
Kennedy Clare Taylor
Destiny Arianna Tillman
Eduardo Torres-Rojas
Nikolaos Tsatsoulis

Eli Brody Tyson

Talan Andrew Valdez
Lindsay Ann Van Art
Patrik Veteska

Spiro Nick Vlahos
Matthew David Walsh
Addison Kent Watkins
Madison Ann Webber
Lillian Isabelle Wheeler
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Willmer
Avery Lane Wilson
Madison Jade-Anne Wilson
Maxim Sergei Wilson
Myers Tate Wood

Oliver Steven Wootton
Samantha Grace Young

2026 SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS

Brinkley Housand

Brody Tyson

Libby Nichols

Samantha Byrd

Katie Kobera

Kennedy Taylor

Grace Hopper

Senior Class
Treasurer

Senior Class
Secretary

2026 SENIOR AWARDS

Ken Templeton Head of School Award
Grace Hopper

Senior Class
2" Vice President

Senior Class
Vice President

Senior Class
President

Student Council
Vice President

Student Council
President

Excellence in Theatre
Madison Webber

Excellence in Science
Grace Hopper

Excellence in Vocal Music
Raley Huneycutt
Ashlynn Longo

Excellence in Art
Faith Griffin

Ron Brown Cornerstone Award
Brinkley Housand

Excellence in Instrumental Music
Aiden Kingsley

Excellence in English

Grace Griffin Excellence in Agriculture

Aubrey Mekus

Female Scholar Athlete
Grace Hopper

Male Scholar Athlete
Maxim Wilson

Excellence in Business
Grace Hopper

Excellence in Mathematics
Aiden Kingsley

Premio a la Excelencia en Espafiol
Mikayla Bethea

Excellence in Social Studies
Grace Hopper

Excellence in Communications/Technology
Aubry Holmes

2026 SENIOR STATISTICS

Total Graduates: 153
2026 Seniors enrolled into college (2- or 4- year) or career-education programs: 87%
Class of 2026 contributed more than 22,120 community service hours in their high school years.
Thank you, Seniors, for your dedication to our school and community.
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Rubio reports ‘slight progress’ in Iran talks

Pakistan renews
efforts to mediate
a peace deal

BY SAM MEDNICK, SAMY MAGDY
AND MUNIR AHMED
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEL AVIV, Israel — U.S. Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio said
Friday that “slight progress” was
made during talks with Iran as
Pakistan’s army chief traveled
to Tehran in a renewed effort to
mediate a peace deal and uncer-
tainty loomed over whether the
war would resume.

Rubio spoke days after U.S.
President Donald Trump said
he was holding off on a mili-
tary strike against the Islamic
Republic because “serious nego-
tiations” were underway. Trump
has been threatening for weeks
that the ceasefire reached in
mid-April could end if Iran does
not make a deal, with shifting
parameters for striking such an
agreement.

America’s top diplomat made
the comment ahead of a meet-
ing of NATO foreign ministers
in Helsingborg, Sweden, where
the military alliance discussed
what role it could play in helping
police the Strait of Hormuz once
the war is over.

Rubio said he did not want to
exaggerate the progress, saying
there had been “a little bit of
movement and that’s good.” In
recent weeks, repeated claims
of progress have emerged, but a
deal has stayed out of reach.

Trump has repeatedly set
deadlines for Tehran and then
backed off. But he’s also previ-
ously indicated he would hold
off on military action to allow
talks to play out, only to turn
around and launch strikes. That
happened at the war’s outset,
when he ordered strikes in late
February shortly after indicating
he would let talks play out.

Julia Demaree Nikhinson | Pool, Associated Press

United States Secretary of State Marco Rubio, right, and Sweden’s Foreign Minister Maria Malmer Stenergard
shake hands during a signing ceremony on the sidelines of a meeting of NATO foreign ministers in Helsing-

borg, Sweden, on Friday.

The president said he called
off attacks on Iran this week at
the request of allies in the Mid-
dle East.

PAKISTAN’S ARMY CHIEF
ARRIVES IN IRAN FORTHIRD
ROUND OF TALKS

In a renewed push for a peace
agreement, Pakistan’s top army
officer arrived Friday in Tehran
for talks with Iranian leaders,
Pakistani officials and the mil-
itary confirmed. It’s the third
round of meetings between
Pakistani and Iranian officials
in recent days.

Field Marshal Asim Munir
will be joined by Pakistan’s
interior minister, who has
already met with Iranian
leaders in Tehran twice this
week. Pakistan has sought a
deal between Iran and the U.S.
since Munir facilitated face-
to-face talks between the two
countries in Islamabad last

month.

Qatar also sent a delega-
tion to Tehran, according to a
regional official who spoke on
condition of anonymity due to
the sensitivity of the talks. The
delegation is working in coor-
dination with other countries,
including Egypt, Turkey and
Saudi Arabia, the official said.

Iran has effectively closed
the Strait of Hormuz, a vital
waterway for the shipment of
oil, gas, fertilizer and other
petroleum products. The U.S.
is blockading Iranian ports and
has redirected 94 commercial
vessels and disabled four oth-
ers since mid-April, U.S. Cen-
tral Command said.

At the NATO meeting in
Sweden, Rubio said he dis-
cussed reopening the strait
with other foreign ministers.
He said there needs to be a
“plan B” if Washington and
Tehran fail to reach a deal.

“Someone’s going to have to
do something about it, OK?”
Rubio said, insisting that Iran
was not going to “voluntarily
reopen” the strait.

NO MINES HAVE
BEEN FOUND IN THE
STRAIT OF HORMUZ
The American military has not
found or destroyed any explo-
sive mines in the Strait of Hor-
muz so far, but it is still search-
ing, a U.S. official said Friday.
No ships have been struck
or damaged by mines in the
strait either, according to the
official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss
sensitive military operations.
That is even as some commer-
cial traffic has been flowing,
though at much lower volumes
than before the war began.
Trump said last month that
he ordered the military to
begin mine-clearing efforts as

part of a broader push to get
commercial ships to traverse
the strait again following sever-
al attacks by Iran.

No evidence of mine-laying
by the Iranians has emerged
since the start of the conflict,
and U.S. officials have repeat-
edly said that they targeted and
destroyed that capability as part
of the airstrikes across the coun-
try.

TRUMP’S WAR PAUSE
SPARKS TENSION
WITH NETANYAHU

Trump’s decision to give more
peace talks a chance sparked
tension with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu.

An official who spoke on the
condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
speak to the media said Thurs-
day that Trump and Netanyahu
had a “dramatic” phone conver-
sation Tuesday about the status
of the Iranian negotiations and
that Israel is angry with Trump’s
efforts to strike a deal with Iran.

The White House declined
to comment on the substance
or tenor of the call. Trump told
reporters after the conversation
that Netanyahu “will do whatev-
er [ want him to do.”

The comments are some of
the first public signs of daylight
between the leaders since they
launched the war.

SAUDI ARABIA AND THE UAE

SEPARATELY STRUCK IRAN

Two regional officials and a
Western diplomat said Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates separately launched
multiple attacks on Iran and Ira-
nian-backed Shiite militias in
Iraq during the war. An Israeli
military officer with knowledge
of the situation also confirmed
that the UAE proactively struck
Iran at least once.

All of them spoke on condition
of anonymity due to the sensitivi-
ty of the information.

Frustrated Indian youths flock
to political party led by roach

BY SHEIKH SAALIQ
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW DELHI — It
began as a satirical online
project. Now millions of
young Indians are flock-
ing to it as an outlet for
their frustration.

A parody political
party called the Cock-
roach Janta Party, with
the insect as its symbol,
has exploded across
India’s social media by
turning absurdist humor
into protest. Memes and
short videos mocking
corruption, joblessness
and political dysfunction
have flooded social media
sites, where millions of
users are embracing the
cockroach — known for
its ability to survive harsh
conditions — as a tongue-
in-cheek symbol of endur-
ance.

The online movement’s
rise has been unusual-
ly rapid. The Cockroach
Janta Party, or CJP, set
up its website and social
media accounts on Satur-
day. By Thursday, its Ins-
tagram page had amassed
more than 15 million fol-
lowers, far surpassing the
8.8 million followers of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s governing Bhara-
tiya Janata Party on the
platform.

“Nothing of this was
intentional,” CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke told The
Associated Press, say-
ing the movement’s rise
reflected mounting frus-
tration among young Indi-
ans.

“It is the younger peo-
ple who were actually
very frustrated. They
didn’t have any outlet.
They were really angry
at the government,” said
Dipke, a political commu-
nications strategist and
Boston University stu-
dent.
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Ashwini Bhatia | Associated Press

A man visits the web page of the newly formed Cock-
roach Janta Party on a laptop in Dharamshala, India, on

Thursday.

COURTROOM
REMARK LED TO VIRAL
PARODY MOVEMENT

The CJP emerged
online after remarks by
Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant triggered
backlash among young
Indians angered by unem-
ployment, rising living
costs and recent govern-
ment exam paper leaks
that have disrupted job
recruitment drives.

During a hearing last
week, Kant criticized what
he described as “para-
sites” attacking institu-
tions and compared some
unemployed young people
and activists to cockroach-
es.
“There are youngsters
like cockroaches, who
don’t get any employment
or have any place in the
profession,” Kant said.
He said that some turned
to social media activism,
journalism or public inter-
est campaigns and “start
attacking everyone.”

The comments quick-
ly spread online, where
many users saw them
as dismissive. Kant later
clarified that his remarks
referred to people obtain-
ing fraudulent degrees
and said that he didn’t
intend to insult India’s
youth.

But the controversy
soon led to the creation
of the parody CJP account
on Instagram, which
adopted the cockroach
as its political symbol and
began posting memes,
mock campaign slogans
and satirical commentary
targeting Modi’s govern-
ment.

Within days, it drew
tens of thousands of
online volunteers through
a Google form submis-
sion, alongside endorse-
ments from some opposi-
tion leaders.

“We have to under-
stand that five years ago
nobody was ready to
speak up against Modi
or the government. The
times are changing,”
said Dipke, who has pre-
viously worked with the
Aam Aadmi Party, which
emerged from India’s
anti-corruption movement
in 2012.

Dipke said that the CPJ
isn’t affiliated with any
real political organiza-
tion. But its rise echoes
a broader trend across
South Asia, where youths
have played a central role
in anti-government move-
ments in recent years,
including uprisings in Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh
and unrest in Nepal.

Alberta plans a vote on
seeking independence

Carney vows a
better Canada

BY ROB GILLIES
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TORONTO — Prime
Minister Mark Carney
said Friday he’s deter-
mined to build a better
Canada after the leader of
the country’s oil-rich prov-
ince of Alberta announced
a public vote on whether
to move toward indepen-
dence.

Alberta Premier Dan-
ielle Smith said Thursday
a vote would be held Oct.
19 on whether Alber-
ta should stay in Canada
or take legal steps under
the Constitution to hold
a binding referendum on
leaving. That fell short
of the wishes of activists
who have been seeking an
immediate referendum on
separating from Canada.

Carney, in his first
remarks since Smith’s
announcement, said Alber-
tans have made huge con-
tributions to Canada.

“Canada is the greatest
country in the world, but
it can be better and we
are working on making
it better. We're working
with Alberta on making it
better,” Carney said while
touring the Parliament
buildings which are under
renovation.

Carney noted his gov-
ernment is working on get-
ting a new oil pipeline built
from Alberta to Canada’s
Pacific coast. Many Alber-
tans have long complained
that Ottawa hasn’t done
enough to get Alberta’s
vast oil reserves to Asian
markets.

Smith reiterated Friday
that she supports Alber-
ta remaining in Canada.
Some have compared her
stance to the one of Brit-

ain’s then-Prime Minister
David Cameron ahead of
the Brexit referendum,
which he embraced as
a way to manage a vocal
faction of his rul-
ing party while not
wanting the U.K.
to leave the Euro-
pean Union.

“I believe Cana-
da is working bet-
ter everyday and

ists who are upset that a
binding vote on quitting
Canada has been put off
should focus on the fall
referendum rather than
campaigning to
force a review of
her job.

Smith said call-
ing a binding ref-
erendum this fall
just isn’t feasible.
Last week, a judge

that it can work  capadian threw out the
even better in the Prime Stay Free Alber-
future,” Smith  Minister {3 petition, and
said. Mark Carney  gnith promised an

“lI have seen
enough from the direc-
tional change that we
have with the new prime
minister who is prepared
to work with us. He is
prepared to give Alber-
tans hope again.”

A “yes” vote in a refer-
endum would not trigger
independence. Negoti-
ations with the federal
government would have
to take place.

Ian Brodie, a former
chief of staff to ex-Con-
servative Prime Minister
Stephen Harper and now
a political science pro-
fessor at the University
of Calgary, said Smith
appears to be proceeding
very carefully.

“A vote to see if people
even want a vote. It’s a
good way to let the swing
voters swing against sep-
aration,” Brodie said.

Jeff Rath, the lawyer
for Stay Free Alberta, the
group that collected sig-
natures to try to force a
separation referendum,
called the move an insult
to those seeking inde-
pendence. Cam Davies,
leader of the pro-indepen-
dence Republican Party
of Alberta, agreed and
called Smith’s referen-
dum question “spineless.”

Smith said separat-

appeal.

“With the recent court
ruling there is no legal
way to hold a binding
separation referendum,”
Smith said. “It would
have been struck down in
a matter of weeks.”

Daniel Béland, a polit-
ical science professor
at McGill University in
Montreal, said a possi-
ble future referendum is
likely to lose as support
for separation is slightly
less than 30%, but he said
campaigns do matter.

Béland noted Smith’s
party didn’t run on or
mention a referendum in
the last provincial elec-
tion campaign.

Candace Laing, pres-
ident and CEO of the
Canadian Chamber of
Commerce, criticized
Smith’s decision, saying
businesses across Can-
ada, including in Alber-
ta, need predictability to
invest, particularly when
there is an ongoing trade
war with the United States.

“Prolonged uncertainty
around constitutional or
political separation brings
real risks for investor con-
fidence, economic growth,
and Canada’s global com-
petitiveness at exactly the
wrong time,” Laing said in
a statement.
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FRENCH OPEN 2026 GUIDE

How to watch on TV, betting odds and more to know about Roland-Garros

BY SAMUEL PETREQUIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PARIS — The French
Open begins in Paris
on Sunday. This guide
tells you what you need
to know about how to
watch the second ten-
nis Grand Slam of 2026
on TV, what the bet-
ting odds are, what the
schedule is, who the
reigning champions are
and more:

WHEN DOES
IT START?
Play begins Sunday at
11 a.m. local time (0900
GMT, 0500 EDT).

WHERE CAN |
WATCHITONTV?
— In the U.S.: TNT,
TruTV, HBO Max.
— Other countries are
listed here.

WHO ARE THE
REIGNING
CHAMPIONS?

Coco Gauff of the
United States and Carlos
Alcaraz of Spain.

Gauff won the tro-
phy for the first time
by defeating top-
ranked Aryna Sabalen-
ka 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-4.
Alcaraz rallied from
two sets down and
saved three match
points to beat top-
ranked Jannik Sinner
4-6, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-6 (3),
7-6 (10-2) for his fifth
major title in as many
finals. It was Alcaraz’s
second straight French
Open title. Alcaraz
injured his right wrist
this season and has
withdrawn from the
French Open and
Wimbledon.

WHO ARE
THE TOP SEEDS?
Sabalenka is the wom-
en’s, and Sinner is the
men’s. They are ranked

Thibault Camus | Associated Press

A ballgirl stands during the draw for the French Open tennis tournament on Thursday at the Roland Garros

stadium in Paris.

No. 1 and the tourna-
ment seedings follow
the WTA and ATP rank-
ings.

WHO ARE THE

BETTING FAVORITES?

Four-time Roland
Garros champion Iga
Swiatek is listed by
bookmakers as the
money-line favorite in
the women’s singles.
She is at +225 ahead of
Sabalenka (+275). In
the men’s draw, in the
absence of the injured
Alcaraz, Sinner is the
overwhelming favorite
at -300, ahead of Alex-
ander Zverev at +750.

WHAT ISTHE
SINGLES SCHEDULE?

— Sunday through
Tuesday: First Round
(Women and Men)

— Wednesday-Thurs-
day: Second Round
(Women and Men)

— May 29-30: Third
Round (Women and

Men)

— May 31-June 1:
Fourth Round (Women
and Men)

— June 2-3: Quarterfi-
nals (Women and Men)

— June 4: Women’s
Semifinals

— June 5: Men’s
Semifinals

— June 6: Women’s
Final

— June 7: Men’s Final

KEY STORIES
BEFORE PLAY BEGINS
Jannik Sinner
enters the French Open
on a 29-match win
streak, chasing a career
Grand Slam

— Coco Gauff has a
new mindset for title
defense and more confi-
dence on her serve
Sinner opens
French Open against
wild card

— Elina Svitolina and
Marta Kostyuk raise
trophies for war-torn
Ukraine on the tennis

court

— No. 1 Sabalenka
calls for boycott if play-
ers don’t get bigger cut
of Grand Slam revenues

— French Open play-
ers plan media protest
over prize money share
Carlos Alcaraz
pulls out of Wimbledon
because of wrist injury

— 45-year-old Venus
Williams to play in
French Open women’s
doubles with Hailey
Baptiste

WHAT’S NEW
THIS YEAR?

— Three-star gas-
tronomy is coming to
Roland Garros. Orga-
nizers are launching
The Jardin des Chefs,
a new dining area
showcasing the best of
French cuisine. Some
of France’s top chefs
and pastry chefs will
take turns preparing
their signature dishes,
along with exclusive

creations.

— Electronic devic-
es that record players’
biometric data have
been authorized on a
trial basis for the first
time. The initiative is
designed to help play-
ers gain insights into
their physical perfor-
mance and recovery
throughout the tour-
nament, organizers
said. Athletes will be
allowed to use any
device included on the
“Player Analysis Tech-
nology” list approved by
the International Ten-
nis Federation. The trial
will begin at Roland
Garros and continue at
the other Grand Slam
tournaments this year.

WHATIS
THE PRIZE MONEY?
Top players have
expressed “their deep
disappointment” at the
French Open prize
money. Open organizers

announced an overall
prize money increase by
about 10% for an overall
pot of 61.7 million euros
(872.1 million). The total
amount is up 5.3 million
euros from last year. But
the players said their
share of Roland Garros
revenue has declined
from 15.5% in 2024 to
14.9% projected in 2026.
The Australian Open
this year increased the
players’ pay by 16%, and
the U.S. Open last year
went up by 20%.

IS IT THE FRENCH
OPEN OR ROLAND-
GARROS?

Both, as you can
read about in this
AP story from 2019.
English speakers tend
to use “French Open,”
although the French
Tennis Federation
doesn’t call it that. The
French — and much
of the rest of the world
— go with “Roland Gar-
ros,” which is the facility
that hosts the tourna-
ment and is named after
a World War I fighter
pilot.

BASIC FACTS
ABOUT THE
CLAY-COURT MAJOR
The French Open
is played outdoors
on red clay courts at
Roland-Garros on the
southwest outskirts
of Paris. Women play
best-of-three-set
matches with a first-
to-10 tiebreaker at
6-all in the third; men
play best of five with
a tiebreaker at 6-all
in the fifth. There
are separate day and
night sessions most
days. The event lasts
15 days. There is a
retractable roof on the
main stadium, Court

Philippe-Chatrier.

CEO of NIL enforcement reminds frustrated
schools: These are your rules, we just enforce them

BY EDDIE PELLS
AP NATIONAL WRITER

RANCHO PALOS
VERDES, Calif.
While frustration
mounts across college
sports and talk of break-
away conferences hits
the hallways at confer-
ence’s spring meetings,
the leader of the agency
formed to police name,
image and likeness
payments has a simple
reminder: These are the
rules you wrote.

In an interview with
The Associated Press
this week at the Big
Ten meetings, Bryan
Seeley, the CEO of the
11-month-old College
Sports Commission,
said he has actually
heard more good feed-
back than bad as he’s
started making the
rounds at league meet-
ings.

The problem is that
the bad stuff mostly
revolves around issues
that could break every-
thing apart — notably,
the third-party NIL
deals that have blown
budgets sky high and
become the fulcrum
of the frustration for
schools trying to figure
out how to survive in an
era where they pay play-
ers.

“I was hired to launch
the CSC and enforce
the rules as written,”
Seeley said. “It is total-
ly fine with us if the
rules end up changing
if there is consensus
to change those rules.
But until that happens,
we’re going to enforce
the rules as written and

Lindsey Wasson | Associated Press

The Big Ten logo is seen on the field at Husky Stadium
during an NCAA college football game on Oct. 25,

2025, in Seattle.

that’s what we were told
to do.”

SOME ATHLETIC
DIRECTORS SEE AN
‘UNSUSTAINABLFE’

MODEL

Michigan State athel-
tic director J. Batt
summed up the feelings
of some administrators
in California this week
when he called the col-
lege system as it cur-
rently stands “unsustain-
able.”

“We've got to evolve
the system,” Batt said.
“That (has) potential for
a lot of different tracks.
Primarily, evolving the
CSC to meet what has
become an evolving
landscape is important.
The current state isn’t
working.”

Batt’s comments came
less than 24 hours after
Ohio State AD Ross
Bjork openly wondered
to cbssports.com about
the Big Ten potential-
ly breaking away from
the pack and writing its
own rules. Washington

AD Pat Chun told the
website “we created this
fraudulent market to be
able to compensate our
athletes.”

The comments came
in the same week that
saw hopes scuttled
again for federal legisla-
tion to resolve some of
these problems.

The Congressio-
nal Black Caucus and
NAACP leveraged the
recent Supreme Court
ruling that paved the
way for Southern states
to redraw Black-majori-
ty districts into a call for
Southern sports lead-
ers, especially in the
SEC and ACC, to speak
up. House Minority
leader Hakeem Jef-
fries said: “If the SEC
schools are for it, we
are against it.”

COMMISSION GETS A
WIN IN ARBITRATION
THAT DOESN'T
SOLVE ALL THE
PROBLEMS

Seeley flew to Califor-
nia a week after from

what the CSC would
term a win. In the first
challenge to the CSC
rejecting an NIL deal —
one involving contracts
for Nebraska football
players — an arbitra-
tor ruled in favor of the
commission.

Seeley said “a lot of
foundational issues were
addressed in that one.”
Namely, the arbitrator
ruled that a multime-
dia rights group — in
Nebraska’s case, Play-
fly — could be deemed
an “associated entity,”
which is key because
the CSC is asked to
evaluate all NIL deals
that come via associat-
ed entities. Attorneys
for athletes in the $2.8
billion House settlement
responded by asking the
judge now overseeing
the landmark case to
clarify whether the CSC
is properly classifying
thir parties like Playfly
as “associated entities.”

The arbitrator also
dinged Nebraska and
Playfly for “warehous-
ing” the players’ NIL
rights — essentially
securing them for a pur-
pose to be named later
instead of having an
actual deal to use them
right away.

Seeley said potentially
a more serious problem
is schools making guar-
antees about third-party
NIL payments to players
while recruiting them
from the transfer por-
tal, which is not allowed
under NCAA rules.
Deals aren’t supposed to
be signed until after the
athletes are enrolled.

The school announced Hart’s promotion
on Friday, a day after Avent announced
his retirement after 30 seasons.

NC State

BY THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

RALEIGH, N.C.
— N.C. State has pro-
moted Chris Hart to
replace baseball coach
Elliott Avent, who is
retiring at the end of
the season.

The school
announced Hart’s pro-
motion on Friday, a day
after Avent announced
his retirement after 30
seasons.

Hart has been on
N.C. State’s staff for
22 years, the past 11 as
associate head coach.
He has also served as
the Wolfpack’s hitting
coach and recruit-

Eric Francis | Associated Press
North Carolina State coach Elliott Avent, center, is
flanked by players including Brett Austin (11)
during NCAA college baseball practice in Omaha,
Neb. on June 14, 2013.

promotes

Hart to replace retiring
baseball coach Avent

ing coordinator while
being involved in all
facets of the program.

Hart was named
Baseball America’s
national assistant
coach of the year in
2021.

Avent led the Wolf-
pack to 22 NCAA
regionals, six super
regionals and CWS
appearances in 2013,
2021 and 2024. N.C.
State lost to Duke
in the ACC Tourna-
ment this week and
is hoping to receive
an at-large bid to the
NCAA Tournament
when the field is
announced on Monday.
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SCOREBOARD

SPORTS BETTING LINE
NBA

SATURDAY
FAVORITE LINEO/U UNDERDOG
at CLEVE. 2Y2 (213Y2) New York

MLB
SATURDAY
AMERICAN LEAGUE
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at N.Y YANKEES -142 Tampa Bay +119
Detroit 119 at BALT. -101
Seattle -142 at KAN. CITY +119
Minnesota OFF at BOSTON OFF
Texas 136 at LA ANGELS+114
NATIONAL LEAGUE
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
St. Louis -116 at CINC. -103
at ATLANTA -193 Washington +160
N.Y Mets -114 at MIAMI -106
St. Louis -111 at CINC. -108
LA Dodgers -125 at MILWAUK. +105
at ARIZONA -177 Colorado +147
INTERLEAGUE
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at CHIC. CUBS -152 Houston +126
Pittsburgh -154 at TORONTO +128
White Sox -117 at SAN FRAN. -102
at PHILA. -202 Cleveland +166
Athletics 110 at SAN DIEGO -109
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE (NHL)

SATURDAY
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at CAROLINA  -212 Montreal +176
Consensus odds provided by Sportradar

SPORTSONTV

(ALL TIMES CENTRAL)
SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE AND/OR BLACKOUTS
SATURDAY, MAY 23
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (MEN'S)

4:30 AM.
FS2 — AFL: Carlton at Port Adelaide
9:30 P.M.
FS2 — AFL: Brisbane at Greater Western
Sydney
AUTO RACING
11 A

.M.
APPLE TV — Formula 1: Sprint Race, Circuit
Gilles Villeneuve, Montreal
:30 P.M.
PRIME VIDEO — NASCAR Cup Series: Prac-
tice, Charlotte Motor Speedway, Concord,
N.C.

1:40 P.M.
PRIME VIDEO — NASCAR Cup Series: Qual-
ifying, Charlotte Motor Speedway, Con-
cord, N.C.

3P.M.
APPLE TV — Formula 1: Qualifying, Circuit
Gilles Villeneuve, Montreal

:30 P.M.
CBSSN — IHRA: Triple Crown, Maple Grove
Raceway, Mohnton, Pa.

4 P.M.
CW — NASCAR O'Reilly Auto Parts Series:
Charbroil 300 Charlotte Motor Speedway,
Concord, N.C.
BASKETBALL AFRICA LEAGUE

8 AM. o
NBATV — Al Ahly Ly at Club Africain
11 AM.
NBATV — DAR City at Petro de Luanda
CHL HOCKEY

8 P.M.
NHLN — 2026 Memorial Cup: Everett vs. Chi-
coutimi, Round Robin, Kelowna, Canada
COLLEGE BASEBALL
N

NOOI
ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD,
Semifinal, Charlotte, N.C.

SECN — Southeastern Tournament: TBD,
Semifinal, Hoover, Ala.

2PM.
BTN — Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Semifinal,
Omaha, Neb.

3P.M.
ESPNU — West Coast Tournament: TBD,
Championship, S%ottsdale, Ariz.

:30 P.M.
SECN — Southeastern Tournament: TBD,
Semifinal, Hoover, Ala.

4P.M.
ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD,
Semifinal, Charlotte, N.C.

6 P.M.
BTN — Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Semifinal,
Omaha, Neb.
6:30 P.

M.
ESPN2 — Big 12 Tournament: TBD, Champi-
onship, Surprise, Ariz.
ESPNU — Southern Tournament: TBD,
Championship, Greenville, S.C.
COLLEGE LACROSSE (MEN’S)
11

ESPN2 — NCAA Tournament: Duke vs. Princ-
eton, Semifinal, Charlottesville, Va.
1:30 P.M.
ESPN2 — NCAA Tournament: Syracuse vs.
Notre Dame, Semifinal, Charlottesville, Va.
COLLEGE SOFTBALL

10 A.M.
ESPN — Women’s College World Series:
Georgia at Tennessee, Super Regional —
Game 3 (if necessary)
11:30 A.M.

ABC — Women'’s College World Series: Flor-
ida vs. Texas Tech, Super Regional — Game
2, Gainesville, Fla.

NOO|
ESPN — Women’s College World Series:
Oklahoma vs. Mississippi St., Super Region-
al — Game 2

P.M.
ESPN — Women'’s College World Series: Al-
abama vs. LSU, Super Regional — Game 2,
Tuscaloosa, Ala.

P.M.
ESPN — Women’s College World Series:
Oklahoma St. at Nebraska, Super Regional
— Game 3 (if necessary)
ESPN2 — Women'’s College World Series: Ar-
kansas vs. Duke, Super Regional — Game 2,
Fayetteville, Ark.

6 P.M.
ESPN — Women'’s College World Series: Tex-
as vs. Arizona St., Super Regional — Game
2, Austin Texas
8P.

ESPN — Women's College World Series:
UCLA vs. UCF, Super Regional — Game 2,
Los Angeles

CYCLING

5 A.M.
TRUTV — UCI: Giro d'ltalia, Stage 14
GOLF

8 A.M.
GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: Trophy Has-
san Il Final Round, Royal Golf Dar Es Salam,
Rabat, Morocco

GOLF — PGA Tour: THE CJ CUP Byron Nel-
son, Third Round, TPC Craig Ranch, McKin-
ney, Texas

2P.M.

CBS — PGA Tour: THE CJ CUP Byron Nel-
son, Third Round, TPC Craig Ranch, McKin-
ney, Texas

GOLF — DP World Tour: Soudal Open, Third
Round, Rinkven International GC, Antwerp,
Belgium (taped)

HORSE RACING

11:30 A.M.
FS1 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
12:30

FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
1IHF HOCKEY (MEN’S)

5A.M.
NHLN — 2026 IIHF World Championship
Group Stage: Latvia vs. US., Group A,
Zirich, Switzerland

9 A.M.
NHLN — 2026 IIHF World Championship
Group Stage: Slovakia vs. Czechia, Group B,
Fribourg, Switzerland

1P.M.
NHLN — 2026 IIHF World Championship
Group Stage: Norway vs. Sweden, Group B,
Fribourg, Switzerland
MLB BASEBALL

3P.M.
FS1 — Seattle at Kansas City (4:10 p.m.)

FOX — Regional Coverage: L.A. Dodgers at
Milwaukee (7:15 p.m.) OR St. Louis at Cin-
cinnati (7:15 p.m.)

9P.M.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: Texas at L.A.
Angels (10:05 p.m.) OR Colorado at Arizo-
na (10:10 p.m.)

NBA BASKETBALL
7

ABC — Eastern Confel.—ence Final: New York
at Cleveland, Game 3
NHL HOCKEY

6 P.M.
TNT — Western Conference Final: Montreal
at Carolina, Game 2
TRUTV — Western Conference Final: Mon-
treal at Carolina, Game 2
RUGBY (MEN’S)
1 A.M. (SUNDAY)
FS2 — NRL: South Sydney at North
Queensland
SOCCER (MEN’S)
1

ESPNU — German Cu.p:.Bayern Munich vs.
VfB Stuttgart, Final, Berlin
1:3

:30 P.M.
FOX — MLS: Austin at St. Louis
6:30 P.M.
CBSSN — USL Championship: Brooklyn at
Rhode Island
SOCCE{!I(WOMEN'S)

CBSSN — UEFA Champfons League: Barcelo-
na vs. Lyonnes, Oslo, Norway

ION — NWSL: North Carollna at Louisville
:30 P.M
ION — NWSL: Denver at Utah
7:45 P.M.
ION — NWSL: Angel City at Houston
8:30

CBSSN — CONCACAF Champlons League:
Club América vs. Washington, Final, Pachu-

ca, Mexico
SWIMMING
3:30 P.M
NBC — TYR: Pro Swim Serles Sacramen-
to, Calif.
TENNIS
7AM.

TENNIS CHANNEL — Hamburg-ATP, Gene-
va-ATP, Strasbourg-WTA, & Rabat-WTA Fi-

nals

4 A.M. (SUNDAY)
TENNIS CHANNEL — Roland Garros - Live;
Men’s & Women'’s 1st Round

5 A.M. (SUNDAY)
TENNIS CHANNEL — Roland Garros - Live;
Men’s & Women'’s 1st Round
TNT — ATP/WTA: French Open, First Round,
Paris
TRUTV — ATP/WTA: French Open, First

Round, Paris
UFL FOOTBALL
2

ABC — Birmingham af Cblumbus
WNBA BASKETBALL
NOON

CBS — Minnesota at Chicago
7P.M.
CBS — Los Angeles at Las Vegas

PRO BASKETBALL

NATIONAL BASKETBALL
ASSOCIATION

PLAYOFF GLANCE
FIRST ROUND
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Cleveland 126, Toronto 113
Denver 116, Minnesota 105
New York 113, Atlanta 102
L.A. Lakers 107, Houston 98
SUNDAY, APRIL 19
Boston 123, Philadelphia 91
Oklahoma City 119, Phoenix 84
Orlando 112, Detroit 101
San Antonio 111, Portland 98
MONDAY, APRIL 20
Cleveland 115, Toronto 105
Atlanta 107, New York 106
Minnesota 119, Denver 114
TUESDAY, APRIL 21
Philadelphia 111, Boston 97
Portland 106, San Antonio 103
L.A. Lakers 101, Houston 94
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
Detroit 98, Orlando 83
Oklahoma City 120, Phoenix 107
THURSDAY, APRIL 23
Atlanta 109, New York 108
Toronto 126, Cleveland 104
Minnesota 113, Denver 96
FRIDAY, APRIL 24
Boston 108, Philadelphia 100
L.A. Lakers 112, Houston 108, OT
San Antonio 120, Portland 108
SATURDAY, APRIL 25
Orlando 113, Detroit 105
Oklahoma City 121, Phoenix 109
New York 114, Atlanta 98
Minnesota 112, Denver 96
SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Toronto 93, Cleveland 89
San Antonio 114, Portland 93
Boston 128, Phlladelphla 96
Houston 115, L.A. Lakers 96
MONDAY, APRIL 27
Orlando 94, Detroit 88
Oklahoma City 131, Phoenix 122, Oklaho-
ma City wins series 4 — 0
Denver 125, Minnesota 113
TUESDAY, APRIL 28
Philadelphia 113, Boston 97
New York 126, Atlanta 97
_San Antonio 114, Portland 95, San Anto-
nio wins series 4 — 1
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29
Detroit 116, Orlando 109
Cleveland 125, Toronto 120
Houston 99, L.A. Lakers 93
THURSDAY, APRIL 30
New York 140, Atlanta 89, New York wins
series 4 — 2
Philadelphia 106, Boston 93
Minnesota 110, Denver 98, Minnesota
wins series 4 — 2
FRIDAY, MAY 1
Detroit 93, Orlando 79
Toronto 112, Cleveland 110, OT
L.A. Lakers 98, Houston 78, L.A. Lakers
wins series 4 — 2
SATURDAY, MAY 2
Philadelphia 109, Boston 100, Philadel-
phia wins series 4 — 3
SUNDAY, MAY 3
Detroit 116, Orlando 94, Detroit wins se-
ries 4 —
Cleveland 114, Toronto 102, Cleveland
wins series 4 — 3
SECOND ROUND
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
MONDAY, MAY 4
New York 137, Philadelphia 98
Minnesota 104, San Antonio 102
TUESDAY, MAY 5
Detroit 111, Cleveland 101
Oklahoma City 108, L.A. Lakers 90
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6
New York 108, Philadelphia 102
San Antonio 133, Minnesota 95
THURSDAY, MAY 7
Detroit 107, Cleveland 97
Oklahoma Clty 125, L.A. Lakers 107
, MAY 8

FRID.
New York 108, Phlladelphla 94
San Antonio 115, Minnesota 108
SATURDAY, MAY 9
Cleveland 116, Detroit 109
Oklahoma City 131, L.A. Lakers 108
SUNDAY, MAY 10
New York 144, Philadelphia 114, New York
wins series 4 — 0
Minnesota 114, San Antonio 109
MONDAY, MAY 11
Cleveland 112, Detroit 103
Oklahoma Clty 115, L.A. Lakers 110, Okla-
homa City wins series 4 — 0
TUESDAY, MAY 12
San Antonio 126, Minnesota 97
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
Cleveland 117, Detroit 113, OT
FRIDAY, MAY 15
Detroit 115, Cleveland 94
San Antonio 139, Minnesota 109, San An-
tonio wins series 4 — 2
SUNDAY, MAY 17
Cleveland 125, Detroit 94, Cleveland wins
series4 — 3
CONFERENCE FINALS
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
MONDAY, MAY 18
San Antonio 122, Oklahoma City 115, 20T
TUESDAY, MAY 19
New York 115, Cleveland 104, OT
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
Oklahoma City 122, San Antonio 113
THURSDAY, MAY 21
New York 109, Cleveland 93, New York
leads series 2 — 0
FRIDAY, MAY 22
Oklahoma City 123, San Antonio 108,
Oklahoma City leads series 2 — 1
SATURDAY, MAY 23
New York at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
SUNDAY, MAY 24
Oklahoma City at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
MONDAY, MAY 25
New York at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
TUESDAY, MAY 26
San Antonio at Oklahoma City, 7:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
x-Cleveland at New York, TBA
THURSDAY, MAY 28
x-Oklahoma City at San Antonio, TBA
FRIDAY, MAY 2!
x-New York at Cleveland, TBA
SATURDAY, MAY 30
x-San Antonio at Oklahoma City, TBA
SUNDAY, MAY 31
x-Cleveland at New York, TBA
FINAI

N
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
Team TBD at Team TBD, 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JUNE 5
Team TBD at Team TBD, 7:30 p.m.
MONDAY, JUNE 8
Team TBD at Team TBD, 7:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10
Team TBD at Team TBD, 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, JUNE 13
x-Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
TUESDAY, JUNE 16
Xx-Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
FRIDAY, JUNE 19
x-Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA

PGA TOUR
THE CJ CUP BYRON NELSON SCORES
FRIDAY
AT TPC CRAIG RANCH
MCKINNEY, TEXAS

PURSE: $10.3 MILLION
YARDAGE: 7,385; PAR: 71

SECOND ROUND
Si Woo Kim 64-60—124
Wyndham Clark 66-63—129
Kensei Hirata 64-65—129
Sungjae Im 68-61—129
Scottie Scheffler 66-63—129
Jackson Suber 68-61—129
Tyler Duncan 64-66—130
Tony Finau 67-63—130
Tom Hoge 68-62—130
Keith Mitchell 64-66—130
Jordan Spieth 68-62—130
Zachary Bauchou 67-64—131
Chan Kim 66-65—131
Taylor Moore 62-69—131
Seamus Power 66-65—131
Luke Clanton 66-66—132
Stephan Jaeger 64-68—132
Brooks Koepka 63-69—132
Luke List 66-66—132
Mac Meissner 68-64—132
Rasmus Neergaard-Petersen 66-66—132
Camilo Villegas 67-65—132
Pierceson Coody 68-65—133
A.). Ewart 66-67—133
Patrick Fishburn 66-67—133
Steven Fisk 69-64—133
Max Greyserman 71-62—133
Emiliano Grillo 64-69—133
Rico Hoey 67-66—133
Mark Hubbard 66-67—133
Chris Kirk 67-66—133
Hank Lebioda 65-68—133
Seung-Yul Noh 67-66—133
Chad Ramey 67-66—133
Patrick Rodgers 68-65—133
Sam Ryder 68-65—133
Erik Van Rooyen 66-67—133
Yongjun Bae 68-66—134
Blades Brown 66-68—134
Doug Ghim 65-69—134
Lanto Griffin 65-69—134
Charley Hoffman 68-66—134
Mackenzie Hughes 65-69—134
Peter Malnati 69-65—134
Troy Merritt 67-67—134
John Parry 68-66—134
Taylor Pendrith 67-67—134
Ben Silverman 68-66—134
Jordan L. Smith 67-67—134
John VanDerLaan 67-67—134
Zac Blair 70-65—135
Eric Cole 68-67—135
Ryo Hisatsune 67-68—135
Rasmus Hojgaard 70-65—135
Jeffrey Kang 68-67—135
John Keefer 66-69—135
Tom Kim 68-67—135
Jesper Svensson 63-72—135
Daniel Brown 69-67—136
Jonathan Byrd 67-69—136
Austin Eckroat 65-71—136
Fabian Gomez 67-69—136
Garrick Higgo 69-67—136
Justin Lower 68-68—136
Thorbjorn Olesen 71-65—136
Matthieu Pavon 67-69—136
Adrien Saddier 66-70—136
Neal Shipley 66-70—136
Adam Svensson 68-68—136
Danny Willett 69-67—136
Cameron Champ 74-WD
MISSED CUT
Christiaan Bezuidenhout 68-69—137
Michael Brennan 68-69—137
Jackson Buchanan 69-68—137
Zecheng Dou 68-69—137
Nick Hardy 69-68—137
Hao-Tong Li 68-69—137
Scott Piercy 71-66—137
Hayden Springer 70-67—137

Robert Streb 70-67—137
Michael Thorbjornsen 64-73—137
Carson Young 70-67—137
Davis Chatfield 68-70—138
Nick Dunlap 73-65—138
Noah Goodwin 69-69—138
Will Gordon 70-68—138
Lee Hodges 70-68—138
Mason Howell 68-70—138
Patton Kizzire 68-70—138
Max McGreevy 68-70—138
Jeremy Paul 69-69—138
William Sides 73-65—138
Kris Ventura 72-66—138
Karl Vilips 70-68—138
Vince Whaley 68-70—138
Kevin Yu 69-69—138
Ronin Banerjee 71-68—139
Adrien Dumont De Chassart 70-69—139
Billy Horschel 70-69—139
Beau Hossler 66-73—139
Kyoung-Hoon Lee 69-70—139
Ben Martin 69-70—139
Keita Nakajima 70-69—139
Paul Peterson 70-69—139
Chandler Phillips 69-70—139
Marcelo Rozo 70-69—139
Matti Schmid 70-69—139
David Skinns 69-70—139
Alejandro Tosti 70-69—139
Aaron Wise 70-69—139
Dylan Wu 69-70—139
Ryan Brehm 70-70—140
Trace Crowe 70-70—140
Cameron Davis 74-66—140
Matt Kuchar 69-71—140
Martin Laird 70-70—140
William Mouw 73-67—140
Davis Riley 70-70—140
Joel Dahmen 70-71—141
Adam Hadwin 75-66—141
Harry Higgs 70-71—141
Taylor Montgomery 71-70—141
Jhonattan Vegas 74-67—141
Danny Walker 71-70—141
Chandler Blanchet 70-72—142
Takumi Kanaya 70-72—142
Ben Kohles 73-69—142
Pontus Nyholm 68-74—142
Adam Schenk 75-67—142
Jimmy Stanger 74-68—142
Kevin Streelman 76-66—142
Davis Thompson 69-73—142
James Hahn 72-71—143
Rafael Campos 75-69—144
Brice Garnett 71-73—144
Christo Lamprecht 71-73—144
Preston Stout 69-76—145
Austin Cook 76-70—146
Henrik Norlander 75-71—146
Kevin Roy 75-71—-146
Joe Highsmith 72-75—147
Ryan Palmer 77-71—148
Gordon Sargent 73-75—148
Greg Gregory 75-75—150
Alex Huang 76-75—151
Adam Headley 76-78—154

MAJOR LEAGUES

BASEBALL GLANCE
EAST DIVISION
w L PCT GB
Tampa Bay 34 15 .694 —
New York 30 22 577 5%
Toronto 24 27 471 11
Boston 22 28 440 12
Baltimore 22 29 431 13
CENTRAL DIVISION
w L PCT GB
Cleveland 31 22 .585 -
Chicago 25 24 510 4
Minnesota 24 27 471 6
Kansas City 20 31 392 10
Detroit 20 385 10%
WEST DIVISION
w PCT GB
Athletics 26 24 520 -
Texas 24 25 490 1%
Seattle 25 27 481
Houston 21 31 404
Los Angeles 17 34 333 92
EAST DIVISION
w L PCT GB
Atlanta 36 16 692 —
Philadelphia 25 26 490 10%2
Washington 25 27 481 11
Miami 23 29 442 13
New York 22 29 431 130
CENTRAL DIVISION
w L PCT GB
Milwaukee 30 18 625
St. Louis 28 21 571 2Y>
Chicago 29 22 569 22
Cincinnati 26 24 520
Pittsburgh 26 25 510 5%
WEST DIVISION
w L CT GB
Los Angeles 31 20 608 -
San Diego 29 20 592 1
Arizona 26 23 531
San Francisco 20 30 400 10%
Colorado 19 32 373 12
AMERICAN LEAGUE
THURSDAY'’S GAMES

Cleveland 3, Detroit 1

Toronto 2, N.Y. Yankees 0

Athletics 3, L.A. Angels 2, 10 innings

FRIDAY’S GAMES

Houston 4, Chicago Cubs 2

Cleveland 1, Philadelphia 0

Texas at L.A. Angels, n.

Athletics at San Diego, n.

Tampa Bay 4, N.Y. Yankees 2

Minnesota 8, Boston 6

Toronto 6, Pittsburgh 2

Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, n.

Baltimore 7, Detroit 4

Seattle 2, Kansas City 0

ATURDAY’S GAMES

Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 4 1) at N.Y. Yan-
kees (Weathers 2-2), 12:3

I-;ouston (Teng 2-3) at Chlcago Cubs (Rea
4-2

Plttsburgh (Skenes 6-3)
(Corbin 1-1), 2:07 p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Fedde 0-4) at San
Francisco (Houser 2-4), 3:05

Cleveland (Cecconl 3-4) at Phlladelphla
(Wheeler 3-0), 3:0

D)etrmt (Valdez 2- 3) at Baltimore (Young
3-1), 3:05 p.m
anesota (TBD) at Boston (Bello 2-5),

3:1

Seattle (Klrby 5-3) at Kansas City (Kolek
2-0), 3:10 p.

/-\)thletlcs (Gmn 2-2) at San Diego (Giolito
1-0), 8:4

Texas (Eovaldl 5-4) at L.A. Angels (Urefia
1-4),9:05 p.m.

SUNDAY'’S GAMES

Pittsburgh at Toronto, 11:15 a.m.

Cleveland at Philadelphia, 12:35 p.m.

Detroit at Baltimore, 12:35 p.m.

Minnesota at Boston, 12:35 p.m.

Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, 12:35 p.m.

Seattle at Kansas City, 1:10 p.m.

Houston at Chicago Cubs, 1:20 p.m.

Chicago White Sox at San Francisco,

at Toronto

@
=)

5 p.m.
Atﬁletics at San Diego, 3:10 p.m.
Texas at L.A. Angels, 6:20 p.m.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
THURSDAY’S GAMES
Pittsburgh 6, St. Louis 2
N.Y. Mets 2, Washington 1
Atlanta 9, Miami 3
Arizona 2, Colorado 1
FRIDAY’S GAMES
Houston 4, Chicago Cubs 2
Cleveland 1, Philadelphia 0
Miami 2, N.Y. Mets 1
Athletics at San Diego, n.
Colorado at Arizona, n.
Toronto 6, Pittsburgh 2
Chicago White Sox at San Francisco, n.
Milwaukee 5, L.A. Dodgers 1
Atlanta 5, Washington 4, 11 innings
St. Louis at Cincinnati, ppd.
SATURDAY’S GAMES
St. Louis (Pallante 4-4) at Cincinnati
(Paddack 0-5), 12:10 p.m., 1st game
Houston (Teng 2-3) at Chicago Cubs (Rea
4-2), 1:20 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Skenes 6-3) at Toronto
(Corbin 1-1), 2:07 p
Chicago Wh|te Sox (Fedde 0-4) at San
Francisco (Houser 2-4), 3:0
Cleveland (Cecconi 3- 4) at Phlladelphla
(Wheeler 3-0), 3:05 p.m
N.Y. Mets (Peralta 3- 3) at Miami (Meyer
4-0), 3:10 p.
V;Iashlngton (Irvin 1-4) at Atlanta (Holmes
3-1 m
L.A. Dodgers (Sasak| 2-3) at Milwaukee
(Gasser 0-0), 6:15
St. Louis (Leahy 5- 3) at Cincinnati (Petty
0-0), 6:15 p.m., 2nd game
A)thletlcs (Glnn 2-2) at San Diego (Giolito
1-0), 8:4f
Colorado (Lorenzen 2-6) at Arizona (Gal-
len 2-4), 9:10 p.m.
SUNDAY'’S GAMES
Pittsburgh at Toronto, 11:15 a.m.
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 12:35 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Miami, 12:40 p.m.
St. Louis at Cincinnati, 12:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee, 1:10 p.m.
Houston at Chicago Cubs, 1:20 p.m.
Chlcago White Sox at San Francisco,

@w
]

Athletlcs at San Diego, 3:10 p.m.
Colorado at Arizona, 3:10 p.m
Washington at Atlanta, 3:10 p m.

PRO HOCKEY

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
PLAYOFF GLANCE
FIRST ROUND
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
BUFFALO 4, BOSTON 2
Sunday, April 19: Buffalo 4, Boston 3
Tuesday, April 21: Boston 4, Buffalo 2
Thursday, April 23: Buffalo 3, Boston 1
Sunday, April 26: Buffalo 6, Boston 1
Tuesday, April 28: Boston 2, Buffalo 1, OT
Friday, May 1: Buffalo 4, Boston 1
MONTREAL 4, TAMPA BAY 3
Sunday, April 19: Montreal 4, Tampa Bay

, OT

Tuesday, April 21: Tampa Bay 3, Montre-
al2,0T

Friday, April 24: Montreal 3, Tampa Bay

Sunday, April 26: Tampa Bay 3, Montreal 2

Wednesday, April 29: Montreal 3, Tam-
pa Bay 2

Friday, May 1: Tampa Bay 1, Montreal 0,
oT

Sunday, May 3: Montreal 2, Tampa Bay 1
CAROLINA 4, OTTAWA 0
Saturday, April 18: Carolina 2, Ottawa 0
Monday, April 20: Carolina 3, Ottawa 2,
20T

Thursday, April 23: Carolina 2, Ottawa 1
Saturday, April 25: Carolina 4, Ottawa 2
PHILADELPHIA 4, PITTSBURGH 2
b Saturday, April 18: Philadelphia 3, Pitts-

urg
Monday, April 20: Philadelphia 3, Pitts-
burgh 0

Wednesday, April 22: Philadelphia 5,
Pittsburgh2 . .

Saturday, April 25: Pittsburgh 4, Philadel-

phia 2
Monday, April 27: Pittsburgh 3, Philadel-
phia 2

Wednesday, April 29: Philadelphia 1,

Pittsburgh 0, OT
WESTERN CONFERENCE
ANAHEIM 4, EDMONTON 2

Monday, April 20: Edmonton 4, Anaheim 3

Wednesday, April 22: Anaheim 6, Edmon-
ton4

Friday, April 24: Anaheim 7, Edmonton 4

Sunday, April 26: Anaheim 4, Edmonton

Tuesday,Aprll 28: Edmonton 4, Anaheim 1
Thursday, April 30: Anaheim 5, Edmon-

ton 2

COLORADO 4, LOS ANGELES 0
| Sunday, April 19: Colorado 2, Los Ange-
es 1

| Tuesday, April 21: Colorado 2, Los Ange-
es 1

Thursday, April 23: Colorado 4, Los An-
geles 2
| Sunday, April 26: Colorado 5, Los Ange-
es 1

MINNESOTA 4, DALLAS 2
Saturday, April 18: Minnesota 6, Dallas 1
Monday, April 20: Dallas 4, Minnesota 2
Wednesday, April 22: Dallas 4, Minneso-

ta 3, 20T
Saturday, April 25: Minnesota 3, Dallas
T

Tuesday, April 28: Minnesota 4, Dallas 2
Thursday, April 30: Minnesota 5, Dallas 2
VEGAS 4, UTAH 2
Sunday, April 19: Vegas 4, Utah 2
Tuesday, April 21: Utah 3, Vegas 2
Friday, April 24: Utah 4, Vegas 2
Monday, April 27: Vegas 5, Utah 4, OT
Wednesday, April 29: Vegas 5, Utah 4, 20T
Friday, May 1: Vegas 5, Utah 1
SECOND ROUND
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
MONTREAL 4, BUFFALO 3
Wednesday, May 6: Buffalo 4, Montreal 2
Friday, May 8: Montreal 5, Buffalo 1
Sunday, May 10: Montreal 6, Buffalo 2
Tuesday, May 12: Buffalo 3, Montreal 2
Thursday, May 14: Montreal 6, Buffalo 3
Saturday, May 16: Buffalo 8, Montreal 3
Monday, May 18: Montreal 3, Buffalo 2, OT
CAROLINA 4, PHILADELPHIA 0
Saturday, May 2: Carolina 3, Philadel-

phia
Monday, May 4: Carolina 3, Philadelphia

hThursday, May 7: Carolina 4, Philadel-
phial
Saturday, May 9: Carolina 3, Philadel-
phia 2, 0T
WESTERN CONFERENCE
VEGAS 4, ANAHEIM 2
Monday, May 4: Vegas 3, Anaheim 1
Wednesday, May 6: Anaheim 3, Vegas 1
Friday, May 8: Vegas 6, Anaheim 2
Sunday, May 10: Anaheim 4, Vegas 3
Tuesday, May 12: Vegas 3, Anaheim 2, OT
Thursday, May 14: Vegas 5, Anaheim 1
COLORADO 4, MINNESOTA 1
Sunday, May 3: Colorado 9, Minnesota 6
Tuesday, May 5: Colorado 5, Minnesota 2
Saturday, May 9: Minnesota 5, Colorado 1
Monday, May 11: Colorado 5, Minnesota 2
Wednesday, May 13: Colorado 4, Minne-
sota 3, 0T
CONFERENCE FINALS
(BEST-OF-7; X-IF NECESSARY)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
MONTREAL 1, CAROLINA 0
Thursday, May 21: Montreal 6, Carolina 2
Saturday, May 23: Montreal at Carolina,

p.m.
Monday, May 25: Carolina at Montreal,
p.m.

IWednesday, May 27: Carolina at Montre-

al, 7 p.m.
>/<_\-Friday, May 29: Montreal at Carolina,

T

x-Sunday, May 31: Carolina at Montre-
al, TBA

x-Tuesday, June 2: Montreal at Carolina,
TBA

WESTERN CONFERENCE

VEGAS 2, COLORADO 0
Wednesday, May 20: Vegas 4, Colorado 2
Friday, May 22: Vegas 3, Colorado 1
Sunday, May 24: Colorado at Vegas,

7p.m.

Tuesday, May 26: Colorado at Vegas,
8 p.m.

x-Thursday, May 28: Vegas at Colorado,

x-Saturday, May 30: Colorado at Vegas,
TBA

x-Monday, June 1: Vegas at Colorado,
TBA

MOTOR SPORTS

NASCAR CUP SERIES
POINTS LEADERS
THROUGH MAY 18
1. Tyler Reddick, 567.
2. Denny Hamlin, 438.
3. Chase Elliott, 422.
4. Ryan Blaney, 405.
5. Chris Buescher, 375.
6. Ty Gibbs, 372.
7. Carson Hocevar, 342.
8. Kyle Larson, 332.
9. Brad Keselowski, 318.
Bubba Wallace, 313.
11. Christopher Bell, 311.
12. William Byron, 309.
13. Ryan Preece, 296.
14. Daniel Sudrez, 295.
15. Austin Cindric, 287.
16. Shane Van Glsbergen, 283.
17. Chase Briscoe, 277.
18. Joey Logano, 245.
19. Ross Chastain, 236.
20.A) AIImendlnger 235.
21. Michael McDowell, 225.
22. Austin Dillon, 220.
23. Zane Smith, 217.
24. Kyle Busch, 217.
25. Erik Jones, 214.
26. Todd Gilliland, 206.
27. Ricky Stenhouse Jr, 193.
28. John H. Nemechek, 189.
29. Riley Herbst, 186.
30. Noah Gragson, 168.
31. Josh Berry, 160.
32. Connor Zilisch, 145.
33. Ty Dillon, 140.
34. Alex Bowman, 127.
35. Cole Custer, 113.
36. Cody Ware, 93.
37. Casey Mears, 9.
38.BJ McLeod, 3.
39. Katherine Legge, 2.

INDYCA
INDIANAPOLIS 500 LINEUP
After Saturday qualifying; race Sunday
AT INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY
INDIANAPOLIS.
LAP LENGTH: 2.5 MILES

1. (10) Alex Palou, D/H/F, 02:35.0066
(232.248 mph).
¢ 2. (20) Alexander Rossi, D/C/F, 02:35.1792
231.
p 3. (12% David Malukas, D/C/F, 02:35.2549
231
(23:1 (60) Felix Rosenqvist, D/H/F, 02:35.5914
5. (14))Sant|no Ferrucci, D/C/F, 02:35.9482

(23
(5) Pato O'Ward, D/C/F, 02:36.2218
(230 442).

7. (8) Kyffin Simpson, D/H/F, 02:35.9229
(230.883).

8. () Conor D/C/F, 02:36.0390
(230.712).
¢ 9. (3) ?cott McLaughlin, D/C/F, 02:36.1300
230.

10. (4) Caio Collet, 02:36.1560 (230.539).
(23}1 (9) Scott Dixon, D/H/F, 02:36.2862
) 12. (76) Rinus VeeKay, D/H/F, 02:36.8048
229.

3 () "Takuma Sato, D/H/F, 02:35.8477

—
o

Daly,

15. () Helio Castroneves, D/H/F, 02:35.9717
Marcus Armstrong,
Ericsson,
(7) Chrlstl)an Lundgaard, D/C/F,
(230.21
(230.20.

(230
() "Ed Carpenter, D/C/F, 02:35.9593
(230 829)
(230.8

16. (21) Chrlstlan Rasmussen, D/C/F,
02:36.0434 (230.705,

17. (66) D/H/F,
02:36.0464 (230 701).

18. (28) Marcus D/H/F,
02: 396 .0690 (230.667).

1
02:36.0729 (230.661
( 20. (2)6) Will Power, D/C/F, 02:36.3323
230.2

21. (6)) Nolan Siegel, D/C/F, 02:36.3769
) 325 (45) Louis Foster, D/H/F, 02:36.3773
2

23. () Ryan Hunter-Reay, D/C/F, 02:36.3843
) 24, (2))Josef Newgarden, D/C/F, 02:36.4098
230.1

25. (18) Romain D/C/F,
02:36.6643 (229.791).

26. (27) Kyle Kirkwood, D/H/F, 02:36.7896

Grosjean,

(229.607).

27. () Katherine Legge, 02:36.8928
(229.456).

28. (47) Mick Schumacher, 02:36.8969
(229.45).
(29 () Jack Harvey, D/C/F, 02:37.0634
229
( 30. (15) Graham Rahal, D/H/F, 02:37.1936
229.
(3. ()19) Dennis Hauger, 02:37.2176
228
(2232 () Jacob Abel, D/H/F, 02:37.7778

( 33. (77) Sting Ray Robb, D/C/F, 02:38.8901
226.

DEALS

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
AMERICAN LEAGUE

BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned RHP Zack
Kelly to Worcester (IL). Selected the con-
tract of RHP Tayron Guerrero from Worces-
ter. Transferred RHP Kutter Crawford to the
60-day IL.
CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Reinstated RHP
Peyton Pallette from the paternity list. Op-
tioned RHP Codi Heuer to Columbus (IL).
DETROIT TIGERS — Placed RHP Burch Smith
on the 15-day IL. Recalled RHP Brenan Han-
ifee from Toledo (IL).
HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned RHP Jayden
Murray to Sugar Land (PCL). Selected the
contract of RHP Alimber Santa from Sugar
Land. Agreed to terms with 1B Jack Moss on
a minor league contract.
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Recalled 2B Tyler Tol-
bert from Omaha (IL). Agreed to terms with
RHP Luke Jackson on a minor league contract.
Designated C Elias Diaz for assignment.
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Transferred LHP
Yusei Kikuchi to the 60-day IL. Placed 3B
Yoan Moncada on the 10-day IL. Optioned
LF Josh Lowe to Salt Lake (PCL) Selected
the contracts of 2B Donovan Walton from
Salt Lake and OF Wade Meckler from Rock-
et City (SL).

NCAA discusses
age-based
eligibility model

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS — The
NCAA’s Division I cabinet
discussed possible imple-
mentation of an age-based
eligibility model should it
be approved and signaled it
would consider voting on it
at its meeting next month.

The NCAA said on Friday
that athletes whose fourth
year of college eligibility
was completed by spring
2026 would not be given any
more eligibility under the
new model. It also would
give flexibility to current-
ly enrolled athletes with
eligibility after the 2025-26
academic year to apply the
age-based model or contin-
ue previous eligibility rules,
whichever is more benefi-
cial to that individual.

The NCAA Eligibility
Center also would review
any prospects who gradu-
ated high school before
spring 2026 but are not
yet enrolled in college. All
other high school prospects
would have to adhere to the
age-based model.

The age-based eligibility
model would give athletes a
window of five years to com-
pete in Division I starting
immediately after their high
school graduation or 19th
birthday, whichever comes
first. It also would elimi-
nate waivers for extended
eligibility except for preg-
nancy, religious missions or
active-duty military service.

The age-based model is
similar to an idea included
in an executive order issued
by President Donald Trump
on April 3.

Currently, athletes gen-
erally are allowed four
seasons of competition
over five years with no age
restrictions.

The possibility of an age-
based model comes after
numerous athletes have
challenged NCAA eligibil-
ity rules in lawsuits with
the hope of extending their
college careers and abili-
ty to earn money through
revenue sharing and name,
image and likeness deals.

LM Otero | Associated Press
Jordan Spieth looks up as he walks from the 11th tee box
during the first round of the Byron Nelson golf tournament
in McKinney, Texas on Thursday.

Spieth shoots 62 but
has uphill climb at
his hometown

Kim leads with 60
at Byron Nelson

BY SCHUYLER DIXON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

McKINNEY, Texas —
Jordan Spieth could only
watch a year ago as good
buddy Scottie Scheffler
became the first of the two
to win the CJ Cup Byron
Nelson, the hometown
event they both cherish.

Spieth is giving him-
self a chance to answer,
although Si Woo Kim’s flir-
tation with history while
settling for a 60 left the
three-time major winner
with plenty of work to do.

Kim was in position for
the 16th sub-60 round in
PGA Tour history on Fri-
day before a bogey on
the final hole left him at
11 under for the day and
18-under 124 through
36 holes. Scheffler was
among the players five
shots behind the 30-year-
old South Korean.

Spieth started his back
nine — the front side of
TPC Craig Ranch — with
six consecutive birdies on
the way to a 9-under 62
and was 12 under.

Spieth was one shot
behind playing partner
Sungjae Im, who aced the
par-3 seventh moments
after Spieth’s sixth birdie
in a row and finished his
61 with an eagle on the
par-5 ninth. Im was tied
with Scheffler, Japan’s
Kensei Hirata and Wynd-
ham Clark, who matched
Scheffler’s 63.

A nearly $25 million ren-
ovation at the TPC Craig
Ranch added bunkers and
put plenty of contours in
the greens. But a rainy
Thursday and minimal
wind left the Lanny Wad-
kins-led redesign as vul-
nerable as the course was
the first five times it host-
ed the Nelson.

“I think the problem
right now is that this is like
the first time in the history
of Dallas, Texas, that you'll
have four or five days of
very little east wind and soft
conditions in May,” Spieth
said. “You get your normal
what we had on Monday
out here, that’s how it’s
designed. I think it would
show that it’s significantly
harder, but also fair.”

Tom Hoge shot 62 and
Tony Finau had a 63 to join
Spieth at 12 under, one
stroke ahead of first-round
leader Taylor Moore, who
followed his opening 62
with a 69. Tyler Duncan
and Keith Mitchell also
were at 12 under after each
shot 66.

Brooks Koepka, who
opened with a 63 and is
looking for his first victo-
ry since his return to the
PGA Tour from LIV Golf,
shot 69 while playing with
Scheffler and Kim. He was
eight shots back.

Spieth credited a par at
No. 18 for setting up his
birdie binge, which start-
ed with a 12-footer. He hit
the first four fairways after
struggling off the tee on his
first nine, made a 12-footer
at the par-3 fourth, a 4-foot-
er on the par-5 fifth and
capped the surge from 9
feet on the sixth.

After Spieth put his tee
shot 29 feet right of a pin
to the far left at No. 7, Im
bounced his 222-yard shot
between the fringe and the
hole and watched it roll in,
raising his arms and look-
ing skyward after the ball
dropped. The 28-year-old
was tied for the lead at that
point.

“That was one of the
prettiest hole-in-ones I've
ever seen,” Spieth said.
“Prettier than any one I
ever made. There’s only a
few people that would land
that left of it on purpose.
He might be one of them.”



Stuart Miles / Dreamstime / TNS
A HELOC is a way to tap into your home’s equity — the portion of your home you own outright. Like a credit card, a HELOC lets you borrow from a credit line gradually, as the need arises, up to a specified
dollar limit. You can then pay the money back in installments.

How to shop for a HELOC

10 ways to get the best HELOC rate

By LINDA BELL
Bankrate.com (TNS)

f you’re considering borrowing against

your home with a home equity line of credit
(HELOC), shopping around for one before-
hand is crucial — both for the most competitive
interest rate and for other favorable terms and
conditions, too.

HELOCs come with several expenses and
conditions that impact the cost of the loan over
its lifetime: prepayment penalties, the length
of the draw period, minimum draw amounts,
interest-only payments, and annual and “lock-
in rate” fees. You’ll likely need a strong credit
score as well, but lenders will also consider
your debt-to-income ratio and your overall fi-
nancial profile.

Here we’ll explore how to shop fora HELOC
and provide 10 tips to get you started.

What is a HELOC?

A HELOC is a way to tap into your home’s
equity — the portion of your home you own
outright. Like a credit card, a HELOC lets
you borrow from a credit line gradually, as the
need arises, up to a specified dollar limit. You
can then pay the money back in installments.

10 tips to get the best HELOC rate

1. Maintain good credit

TAKEAWAY: Having a higher credit score
will help you get lower rates, so do what you
can to raise yours before you apply.

Having a good credit score is one of the
key ways to obtain a competitive interest rate
when applying for a HELOC. It’s the main
thing the lender will consider when deciding
how much to charge you.

A credit score of 700 or above will most
likely qualify you for the best interest rates,
though homeowners with scores as low as 620
might still get approved.

“It’s all part of the riskiness factor for the
lender, if they’re gonna lend to you or not,”
says Sacha Rady, Realtor and real estate advi-
sor at Compass in Atlanta. “They want to make
sure they get paid back. The lower the credit
score, the higher the interest rate you’re going
to have.” Your credit score will also determine
which loan products you might qualify for.

To help improve your credit score when ap-
plying for a HELOC, consider these steps:

B Check your credit report and dispute any
errors

B Keep your credit card balances low

B Make all credit payments on time

W Hold off on acquiring new debts or credit
cards shortly before you apply (your score de-
clines when you open an account)

2. Calculate your equity

TAKEAWAY: You’ll likely find lower
HELOC rates if you have substantial equity
built up in your home.

The amount of equity (outright ownership
stake) you have in your home determines the
size of your home equity line of credit, and it
influences the HELOC rate you’re able to get.
The more equity you have, the better you look
to a lender and the less likely that you’re over-
loaded with debt against your home.

Having a decent amount of equity also
means that you’ll have a lower combined
loan-to-value ratio, or CLTV. The CLTV is de-
termined by adding up your current loan bal-
ance and your desired line of credit and then
dividing by the appraised value of your home.

For HELOC:s, lenders typically prefer CLTVs
below 85 percent. Plus, a lower CLTV often
translates to a lower interest rate.

To get an idea of how much home equity you
have, find an online estimate of the value of
your home and subtract the balance owed on
your mortgage. Here’s an example:

W $325,000 (home value) — $215,000
$110,000 (amount of equity in dollars)

W $110,000 / $325,000 (home value)
0.338 (33.8 percent equity)

3. Consider different types of lenders

TAKEAWAY: Your own bank or credit union
is a great place to start looking for a HELOC,
but it’s always best to compare rates from at
least a few other lenders to make sure you’re
getting the most competitive terms.

While your current lender may offer you
a good deal on a HELOC, don’t stop there.
Compare estimates from other players, in-
cluding:

W National banks

B Smaller community banks

B Credit unions

B Online lenders

Each type of lender has its own advantages.
For instance, online lenders generally have
lower operating costs, which can allow them
to offer you lower interest rates, while local
banks and credit unions may have a better
understanding of your local market and offer
you more personalized service or fewer fees
— especially if you already do business at that
institution.

To get the best HELOC rate, try to get at least
three quotes when considering your options.

4. Understand introductory rates

TAKEAWAY: Know how and when your
HELOC interest rate might change during
the draw and repayment periods.

When you think you’ve found a great
HELOC rate, find out how long it will last and
how it might change over time. A HELOC
typically comes with an adjustable rate during
the draw period that fluctuates in sync with the
prime rate or other benchmark index. Howev-
er, some lenders may offer you a fixed rate for
an initial, temporary period, sometimes called
a teaser rate.

“Some lenders offer very attractive introduc-
tory rates for the first six to 12 months only
to increase it meaningfully after that period,”
says Vikram Gupta, head of home lending
strategic partnerships at Wells Fargo.

Find out how long your introductory rate
will last and what your rate will be after that
period ends — especially if you’re planning to
withdraw funds over several years. A lower
rate during a year-long introductory period
may not be worth it if your rate skyrockets
after.

5. Look for rate caps

TAKEAWAY: A low rate cap protects you
against a market of rising interest rates.

The interest rates on HELOCs are based on
a benchmark rate or index, like the prime rate,
plus an additional percentage, or margin, your
lender puts on. They are usually variable, fluc-
tuating with their benchmark.

However, there is a limit: Most HELOCs
offer rate caps as a safeguard against rising in-
terest rates. If you select a HELOC with a low
rate cap, you're protected from paying more
than that maximum, even if the prime rate
spikes. If there is no cap, you run the risk of
your interest rate pushing your monthly pay-
ment beyond what you can afford.

6. Factor in fees

TAKEAWAY: When comparing lenders, be
sure to consider any relevant fees, as well as
the interest rate, in order to get a true picture
of the total cost of the loan. Even with fees,
some loans may still end up having a lower
overall cost.

While obtaining a low interest rate is import-
ant, the fees associated with a HELOC also
play a big factor in your final cost.

Typical fees include:

B Origination fee: An amount that the lend-
er charges for processing and approving your
HELOC application.

B Third-party fee: A fee charged by an out-
side servicer for work done pertaining to your
loan, like an appraiser, legal counsel or indi-
viduals doing a title search.

B Annual fee: A yearly expense charged by
your lender to keep your account open for the
duration of the loan.

B Inactivity fee: A fee levied by the lender if
you do not draw on the account for a specified
(by the lender) period.

W Early closure fee/prepayment penalty:
Expense charged if you pay off your HELOC
early and close your account—usually within
the first few years.

B Lock-in fee: This is a fee to fix the inter-
est rate on all or part of your HELOC balance
(more on this in tip number nine) during the
draw period.

Get documentation for each quote you re-
ceive, including the associated interest and all
rate fees so you can compare your options side
by side. It’s important to evaluate the total,
long-term cost of each loan offer. And don’t
be afraid to negotiate.

7. Watch out for balloon payments

TAKEAWAY: A low rate may not be worth it
if the trade-off is a huge balloon payment at
the end of your term.

Getting a low monthly rate may seem like
the most important factor when choosing a
HELOC, but sometimes those low rates come
at the expense of a balloon payment. A bal-
loon payment requires you to pay off your
remaining balance in a lump sum at the end
of your term — a potentially huge payment if
you’re not prepared for it.

If you are unable to make the balloon pay-
ment for some reason, you may be forced to
refinance the loan or even sell your property
entirely in order to cover the payment. The
good news is that HELOCs with end-of-term
balloon payments are less common in today’s
market, but think twice before agreeing to
these terms.

8. Choose shorter draw and repayment
periods

TAKEAWAY: Shorter draw periods and re-
payment periods pose less risk to the lender,
so you may be offered lower interest rates if
you have the option to choose shorter terms.

Many lenders have only one set of HELOC
terms, but some lenders may let you choose
the length of your draw period and the repay-
ment period. Opting for a shorter repayment
term can decrease the amount of interest you
pay.

In addition, you may score a better interest
rate if you select a shorter repayment timeline.
Check with different lenders to see if chang-
ing the length of the draw or repayment peri-
ods is a possibility.

9. Look for fixed-rate options

TAKEAWAY: If interest rates are low, fixed-

rate options during the draw period could be
a selling point. Even if the lock comes with a
fee, it may be worth it to avoid future rising
rates.

More and more lenders are offering the op-
tion to convert some or all of your HELOC
balance into a fixed-rate loan for a set period
of time, sometimes without a fee. This is a
good option if you want to lock in the interest
rate without worrying about potential fluctua-
tions in the market. Doing so may allow you
to pay less out-of-pocket during the loan’s
lifetime, too.

If you feel interest rates are going to rise
before you have the ability to pay off the
HELOC, then obtaining a fixed rate can pro-
vide some comfort and security. However, a
longer period with a fixed interest rate could
mean a higher interest rate. And the strategy
could backfire if interest rates start dramatical-
ly declining.

10. Take advantage of discounts

TAKEAWAY: Autopay or member discounts
are possible ways to lower the APR on your
HELOC, so look for ways to save wherever
you can.

If you have an existing relationship with
a bank or credit union, you may qualify for
member discounts on your HELOC rate.
Many lenders also offer rate discounts for set-
ting up automatic payments.

“Some lenders offer what I call bundled
pricing,” says Jean Chalifoux Kiely, executive
vice president and director of consumer bank-
ing at Sunrise Banks, based in St. Paul, Minn.
“The deeper the relationship, the deeper the
discount.”

You should still talk to multiple lenders,
though, as the best deal isn’t always with a
bank you already have a relationship with.

Bottom line on getting the
best HELOC rate

A HELOC can be a useful way to cov-
er large or unexpected expenses. In many
cases, HELOCs are a better bet than credit
cards, personal loans and even home equity
loans. But in the current economic environ-
ment, it’s more important than ever to do
your due diligence before choosing a lend-
er.

As you investigate, remember that there are
steps you can take to reduce the amount of in-
terest you pay over the life of the loan.

Frequently asked questions

B How fast can you get funding from
a HELOC? HELOC funds are generally
available four business days after the clos-
ing (there’s a mandatory three-day waiting
period, to give the borrower time to cancel).
Getting approved for a HELOC, however,
can take up to a month — the application pro-
cess is similar to that of a mortgage. Even so,
some lenders, especially online ones, promise
decisions and funding in as little as three or
five days.

B Is it hard to get a HELOC right now?
The denial rate on HELOC applications in
the second quarter of 2025 was 38.29 percent,
according to the Home Mortgage Disclosure
Act. In other words, over a third of HELOC
applicants were turned down. But back in
2020, the rate reached as high as 60 percent,
suggesting it’s significantly easier to get a
credit line nowadays.
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Boots Riley hopes to shoplift
your mind with the subversive
comedy ‘I Love Boosters’

By MARK OLSEN
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

LOS ANGELES — Boots Riley is in
motion. During our recent interview,
the writer-director is on the phone while
traveling in a car from his home in Oak-
land to a hotel in San Francisco for a
full day promoting his new movie “I
Love Boosters.” The film had its local
premiere the night before at the histor-
ic Grand Lake Theater and, rather than
sounding morning-after bleary, Riley is
energized, overflowing with ideas.

Riley, who, at 55, has been unapologet-
ically calling himself a communist for
more than 30 years, brings an unusual
level of political commitment and con-
sciousness to his work. “Boosters” is a
rascally, freewheeling comedy touched
by an absurdist sensibility, but it’s also
deeply attuned to issues of workers’
rights and structures of power. Riley’s
previous feature, 2018’s “Sorry to Both-
er You,” was about a telemarketer who
uncovers a larger corporate conspiracy.

All of which is rooted in the much
larger goals Riley has his eyes on. Yes,
he wants his $20-million movie — the
largest production investment ever for
its distributor, Neon — to make its mon-
ey back, but he also wants to convey a
forceful message to audiences whether
they walk in expecting one or not. Can
a movie in wide release across the coun-
try and backed by an Oscar-winning
studio convey genuinely revolutionary
thoughts?

“The world that I hope to see created is
one in which the people democratically
control the wealth that they create with
their labor,” Riley says with a mix of
calm and charisma that’s invigorating.
“Now, why do I want that? That has to
do with people. I like people and I think
there’s a way that we can get there in or-
der to counter those in power just doing
whatever they want to do.”

Even as he veers into heady territory
that could seem didactic, Riley main-
tains a low-key charm like a professor in
his off-hours unspooling a few big ideas.

“What I've seen in my life is what
makes people get involved in stuff is op-
timism. And not a disconnected fantasy
— optimism that says: We can do this and
then this other thing will happen. And
so for me, that’s not about stale stuff,
that’s about connecting to the joy of life,
connecting to laughter and the beauty of
other people.”

Raised largely in Oakland, Riley be-
came involved in local activism at a
young age. His work as a musician in
the years before he turned to filmmaking
honed his understanding of audiences
and sense of showmanship.

The candy-colored “I Love Boosters”

is a movie that isn’t afraid to reset itself,
evolving and reconfiguring its story-
telling as it goes along. Corvette (Keke
Palmer) runs a crew of thieves who steal
from clothing boutiques, then resell at a
significant discount. But what she real-
ly wants to be is a designer in the mold
of mogul Christie Smith (Demi Moore),
who oversees a fashion empire — that is
until Corvette comes to understand some
of the true costs of Christie’s goods, the
underpaid human labor that brings it into
being.

The cast includes Naomie Ackie and
Taylour Paige as Corvette’s accomplices,
Eiza Gonzélez as a revolutionary fellow
traveler, Poppy Liu as the Chinese fac-
tory worker who opens Corvette’s eyes
to what’s really going on and LaKeith
Stanfield as an enigmatic stranger who
may open her up to much more.

This description of the film does not
even begin to include some of its more
outrageous features: a teleportation de-
vice powered by Marxist dialectics,
villains conveyed in stop-motion anima-
tion, a thrilling car chase done with min-
iatures and Don Cheadle in prosthetics
that render him practically unrecogniz-
able.

“I Love Boosters™ is also the title of a
song on the 2006 album “Pick a Bigger
Weapon” by Riley’s long-running rap
group the Coup, including such lines as
“Most of it was made by children in Asia
/ The stores make money off of very low
wages.” He says the movie isn’t a direct
adaptation of the song. Rather they are
drawn from the same motivations and
inspirations.

Since the film’s raucous premiere in
early March at South by Southwest, Ri-
ley figures he has seen it well over 25
times with audiences, in part because he
has been on a promotional tour of col-
leges.

“It’s always like a rock show,” Riley
says. “I’ve been taking it back to the in-
die music days and just beating the ce-
ment.”

Everywhere he has shown the film,
audiences have responded in largely the
same way, often laughing so loudly they
drown out lines of dialogue. To Riley, it
means that his stories can travel, finding
universal truth in the specific.

“I get underwhelmed by movies that
basically are supposed to be any place
and anywhere, but then end up being no
place and nowhere,” he says, “It’s con-
textual to the language you speak and
the food you eat and the music you listen
to and all of that. I think people have to
have a specific point of view and their
points of view don’t have to be as radi-
cal as mine, but they have to really care
about something.”

Both of Riley’s features as well as

his 2023 Prime Video streaming series
“I'm a Virgo” have a strong, active vi-
sual imagination. Pushing things even
further with the eye-popping look of
“Boosters,” he worked with cinematog-
rapher Natasha Braier (“The Neon De-
mon’’), costume designer Shirley Kurata
(an Oscar nominee for “Everything Ev-
erywhere All at Once”) and production
designer Christopher Glass (“Ms. Mar-
vel”), to make the world of the film as
inventive as possible.

“For me, I'm heightening contradic-
tions,” Riley says of his film’s handmade
aesthetic. “That’s also something I bring
from music. You can talk all the time
about what technically should work, but
what matters is making you feel a certain
thing.”

Riley is mindful that his film’s more
outré moments don’t detract from the
underlying emotions he is trying to con-
vey. Also that it be fun.

“Music videos, for instance, they’re in-
teresting to look at but they’re not often
moving,” he says. “So what I have to do,
my main thing that ties all this togeth-
er, is humanity. And I get that through
the character writing and the story, but
also through the performances. I have
to combine all of those things to make
the visceral parts work, to connect to the
character’s emotions. And even if you
don’t get it consciously, you’ll just feel
this movement as you go.”

Stanfield, who also starred in “Sorry to
Bother You,” recalls first meeting Riley
at a party at the Sundance Film Festival.

“I liked the fact that he had a really
big afro,” says Stanfield in a separate
call from San Francisco the morning af-
ter the Bay Area premiere, “and he had
mutton-chop kind of sideburns and I was
like: I like this dude’s style, man. I like
the fact that he’s able to just be himself.”

Stanfield’s laconic intensity is the per-
fect foil for Riley’s own unpredictability.
The actor recalls Riley first telling him
about what would become his character
in “I Love Boosters” before the script
was even written.

“He just said that it’s going to be a
character unlike any character you
played, which is true,” says Stanfield.
“And that it’s someone that is trying to
find a way to connect to others. And this
guy has been alive since the beginning
of time. And I was like, ‘Oh, this is very
interesting.” And it turned out to be all of
those things.”

Riley is unusually active online, often
mixing it up with fans and detractors
alike on social media. Recently he got
into an extended series of posts on the
platform X, where he was attacked for
working with with producer Megan El-
lison, daughter of tech billionaire Larry
Ellison and sister of Paramount Sky-

Boots Riley attends the “I Love Boosters”
premiere during the 2026 SXSW Confer-
ence and Festival at The Paramount The-
atre on March 12 in Austin, Texas

Tibrina Hobson / Getty Images / TNS.

dance chairman David Ellison.

“It’'s part of how I engage with
the world,” he says matter-of-factly.
“Whether it’s worth my time or not,
that’s a whole other thing.”

Riley acknowledges that there is rarely
ethically pure money to be found in the
world, so that financing for something
like a feature film will likely have to
come from sources unlikely to pass strict
purity tests.

“So there’s no getting out of it,” he says
with a sense of thought-through clarity.
“And also, that’s not my goal. That never
was part of my goal. My goal is to help
create class struggle and help to create
this mass militant, radical labor move-
ment.”

By this time, Riley has hopped out of
his car and — as signaled by the “thank
yous” and “you’re welcomes” that punc-
tuate his responses — made his way to
where he will finish getting ready before
his press day. None of which stops the
flow of ideas.

“There’s many other reasons to decry
and be against what Larry Ellison is do-
ing,” Riley continues. “Because it’s old
school, robber baron sort of s---. And I
do speak out about that. But my point is,
we’ve got to have some power to change
the way things are and that power is only
going to come from being able to have
the working class stop capital when it
wants.”

A deep analysis of class dynamics and
labor is already unusual enough from a
filmmaker. And then there are the hats.
Riley has taken to wearing outsized hats
for most press events for the new film,
a look that is as distinctive as it can be
an invitation to parody. He currently has
about six in rotation in a variety of col-
ors and gets them from the London shop
Uptown Yardie, which makes them in
tribute to Jamaican heritage.

As with many things in the Boots Riley
universe, the hats are partly fanciful and
partly practical. He started wearing them
in 2022 or so and last year intended to
retire them because they can be cumber-
some to travel with.

And yet he discovered they had anoth-
er purpose.

“I read a thing with [Jean-Luc] God-
ard talking about how he had to make
himself this character to sell his mov-
ies,” Riley says. “And you don’t think
about Godard thinking about marketing.
And so for me, I was like, ‘I gotta sell
this movie. Let me bring the hat back
out.””
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From left to right: The Mandalorian (Pedro Pascal) and Grogu in Lucasfilm’s “The Mandalorian and Grogu.”

The Force is du
‘The

By KATIE WALSH
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Not to shock anyone, but it’s
important to disclose that I've
never seen an episode of “The
Mandalorian” (or any ““Star Wars”
show). But the breakout star of

the series, “Baby Yoda,” aka “The
Child,” aka Grogu, has become a
ubiquitous pop cultural sensation,
so it’s nearly impossible to go in
completely cold to the big screen
adaptation of the series, “Star Wars:
The Mandalorian and Grogu.”

Still, I can report that it’s possible
to go in colder than most and still
maintain your footing, to alleviate
any concerns of fellow casual “Star
Wars” fans.

That’s because “Mandalorian and
Grogu” director and co-writer Jon
Favreau, and co-writers Dave Filoni
and Noah Kloor, traffic in easily
digestible tropes, archetypes and
genre references. The story is like
an old-fashioned film serial blown
up to blockbuster proportions, set
in a world that has dominated pop
culture for almost 50 years. The
remnants of a crumbling empire, a
bounty hunter with a heart of gold,

Nicola Goode / Lucasfilm LTD / TNS

Il in this

Mandalorian and Grogw’

‘Star Wars: The
Mandalorian
and Grogu’

* ok

Running time: 2 hours 12
minutes

Rated PG-13 for sci-fi vio-
lence and action.

Where to watch: In theaters

a cute green guy who wields the
Force — what’s not to get?

How Mando (Pedro Pascal under
the helmet) and Grogu linked up
has been covered in the series, so if
you’re a die-hard fan, there’s not a
lot of repeat or recap. Essentially,
what you need to know is that the
story is set in the period between the
original “‘Star Wars” trilogy (ending
with “Return of the Jedi”) and the
sequel trilogy (starting with “The
Force Awakens”). The Galactic
Empire has fallen, replaced with
the New Republic. While former
Imperial warlords drift about, trying

to amass power, the New Republic
sends out the Mandalorian to haul
them back to headquarters to snitch
on their comrades. Reparations and
justice for corrupt and evil fascists —
we simply love to see it.

Favreau’s film plays like another
installment in the Mando and Grogu
adventures: We meet up with them
mid-raid, which results in a dead
target, and doesn’t please his boss,
Colonel Ward (Sigourney Weaver).
Still, she sends them on to their next
assignment, doing some dirty work
for the criminal gangster organi-
zation the Hutts. Jabba’s son Rotta
(Jeremy Allen White) is missing,
and his aunt and uncle would like
him back. While Mando hates to
work for the Hutts, they’ve prom-
ised intel on a very promising, and
very elusive, Imperial leader.

When they find Rotta (weirdly
buff for a Hutt) in the fighting pits of
the urban enclave Shakari — thanks
to information from a food vendor
voiced by Martin Scorsese — Man-
do is surprised to find that Rotta’s
not inclined to return to his family.
White’s actorly presence comes
through in his vocal performance,
lending the beleaguered fighter a

sense of depressed world-weariness
and poignant ennui.

But this plot point kicks off a
narrative whirlpool in which “The
Mandalorian and Grogu” finds itself
trapped — Mando is knocked out
cold, wakes up in an unfamiliar spot,
and then has to fight a bunch of CGI
beasties. This happens at least three
times in the film, and it gets repeti-
tive. The nods to Ray Harryhausen
monster movies are appreciated, but
it quickly loses its novelty.

The film takes its cues from those
old timey epics, as well as from
Westerns and samurai movies — any-
thing with a lone fighter who lives
by a code and has a desire to fierce-
ly protect his loved ones. There’s
an element of the classic Western
“Shane” as Mando fights to protect
his diminutive sidekick, and Pascal
delivers his quips (“Fighting’s not
a sport, it’s a last resort,” etc.) with
John Wayne-style panache.

But with his helmet hiding his face
(to take it off is shameful), and most
of the characters computer-gen-
erated, our emotional touchpoint
throughout remains a puppet —
Grogu. With his huge eyes, baby
coos and little shuffle, he’s been

engineered to elicit cute aggression
from audiences and everyone he
encounters, including Rotta, and
various creatures who help him
along the way, resulting in a wave of
deus ex machina story beats where
someone swoops in to save the day.
Over and over, Mando finds himself
in a jam but we never think he’s in
any real danger, because would this
kiddie-skewing “‘Star Wars” actually
force Grogu to grapple with grief?

Ludwig Goransson’s expressive
score does much of the emotional
heavy lifting too. He peppers in an
electronic techno theme among the
sweeping orchestral stuff for a feel
that’s both ‘80s retro and distinctly
modern; when the film pauses for
Grogu’s moment of heroism it’s
quietly atmospheric and curious.
The score is the single best element
of filmmaking on display, because
the cinematography is a desaturated
CGI mish-mosh.

Grogu’s cuteness may be a
powerful force, but it’s not enough
to sustain this big screen leap, espe-
cially in a blockbuster this bloated,
and frankly, dull. If it feels like a
serial, maybe it should have stayed
a series.

MOVIE REVIEW

‘I Love Boosters’ is a crazy carnival with a deeper meaning

By KATIE WALSH
Tribune News Service (TNS)

tepping into the mind of Boots

Riley is always a wild and rad-
icalizing ride. The Oakland-based
rapper, activist and filmmaker burst
onto the Hollywood scene with
his scathing, absurdist corporate
satire “Sorry To Bother You” in
2018, and his sophomore feature,
“I Love Boosters,” is just as wacky,
colorful, and galvanizing as his first
film, perhaps even more so.

Much has happened since 2018,
when Riley took aim at corporate
greed and conspiracy at a telemar-
keting firm, where a young black
man uses a “white voice” in order to
succeed. There’s been a pandemic,
the Black Lives Matter movement,
public sentiment turning against
tech oligarchs, and Riley, who
joined the Progressive Labor Party
at age 15, remains laser-focused on
workers, unions and solidarity. In “T
Love Boosters,” he takes his mes-
sage from the local to the global,
demonstrating how economically
interconnected we all are.

Keke Palmer stars as Corvette, the
leader of a group of shoplifters that
includes her friends, the pragmatic
Sade (Naomi Ackie) and the dreamy
Mariah (Taylour Paige). They
“boost” luxury clothing and resell it
on the black market, while Corvette
dreams of becoming a designer
herself, idolizing the brilliant-but-
quirky fashion mogul Christie Smith
(Demi Moore).

But “T Love Boosters™ is not

‘I Love Boosters’
2. 0.0. &)

Running time: 1 hour 45
minutes

Rated R for strong sexual
content, nudity, language
throughout and brief drug
use.

Where to watch: in theaters

the story of Corvette’s ascent into

a traditional industry, but of her
growing disillusionment with
aspirational billionaire idol worship
and her awakening to solidarity
across borders. The fashion world
is the perfect setting for Riley’s tale,
both aesthetically and symbolically.
The lush, over-the-top costumes

by Shirley Kurata are nothing less
than high art, and fit perfectly with
Riley’s cartoonish, absurdist style.
But clothing is also a ubiquitous
human necessity in everyday life.
And we’re often blind to the con-
ditions under which it is made, as
workers in overseas factories crank
out merchandise under dangerous
conditions.

Clothing and fashion also provide
a fascinating symbol for Riley to
play with shifting, socially con-
structed notions of value — items
can be stolen, but what about ideas?
Why are people (often the upper
class) morally offended by the idea

Neon/TNS

“l Love Boosters,” a film written and directed by Boots Riley.

of shoplifting but not worker ex-
ploitation or the theft of intellectual
property? Why are some economic
markets socially acceptable and
others illegal, and who decides that
status anyway? Riley asks us to at
least ponder these questions rather
than just accepting “the way things
are.”

To pull off their biggest heist yet,
Corvette and her girls infiltrate
the business and get jobs at one of
Christie Smith’s retail outposts,
where they’re managed by fussy
Grayson (Will Poulter) and meet
the disgruntled, radical Violeta
(Eiza Gonzdlez), who is trying to
pull together a strike. But they’re
distracted by a new booster on
the scene, Jianhu (Poppy Liu),
who has popped out of nowhere
with a strange new technology
on her hands: a portable teleport-
er. It turns out she’s an emissary

from one of Christie’s Chinese
clothing factories, where workers
are becoming sick from exposure
to the chemicals used for denim
sandblasting. She and her cousin
steal the teleporter, developed for
shipping, in order to hurt Christie’s
company, holding the clothes hos-
tage, and demanding better worker
treatment.

Ergo, “I Love Boosters” is Riley’s
“Norma Rae.” It’s also, in a manner
of speaking, his “Heat,” combin-
ing the heist movie with the union
movie in his own crazy signature
style. And does it ever get crazy.
Like “Sorry To Bother You,” “1
Love Boosters” comes dangerously
close to careening all the way off
the rails at times, especially when
Violeta is explaining the properties
of the teleporter device — which
also deconstructs and accelerates
situations — using the philosophy

of dialectical materialism (we can
have a little Marxism, as a treat).

Or, when a group of flesh-exposed
bodies, relieved of their skin suits,
engage Corvette in a high-speed
chase around downtown after the
crew disrupts Christie’s fashion
show. Whatever Riley’s having, pass
it around.

That’s the beauty of Riley’s work:
He invites you into his wacky,
exhilarating, profane, political
carnival where everything has a
deeper meaning. Take, for example,
Corvette’s real name, Cassandra,
the Greek mythological figure
whose spoken prophecies are often
ignored. In his surrealist modern
fables, Riley employs monstrous
mythological types, like Lakeith
Stanfield’s seducer figure, a demon
who literally sucks women dry,

a distraction that Corvette has to
avoid like an obstacle on her road to
enlightenment.

At times, “I Love Boosters”
almost loses the plot, and we
almost lose a foothold in reality.
But the performances are funny
and charming, particularly Paige,
and Palmer grounds the emotional
core of Corvette’s journey. For such
heavy political themes and rallying
cries to action, Riley makes it wildly
entertaining, with eye-popping vi-
suals, and a circus-inspired score by
Tune-Yards. What’s most important
is that among all the mishaps and
misadventures, his message never
loses its clarity: Liberation is for
everyone, and, most importantly, it
should be fun.
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Don’t make
a scammer’s

iouwle

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Hﬁw annoying is it to get in your ve-
icle and your check engine light or
other alerts suddenly flash in your face?
The BlueDriver Pro Scan tool will tell
you almost instantly what the problem
is, and potentially keep you ahead of a
breakdown.

This pocket-sized diagnostic tool does
big things. Just plug it into your car’s
OBDII port to get live data and profes-
sional-grade diagnostics. It helps you
identify potential maintenance issues
with your vehicle. Using it is simple.
You don’t need advanced mechanical
knowledge. The tool provides informa-
tion to help you decide whether your
vehicle needs your trusted mechanic.

If you’re like me, you don’t know
about your vehicle’s OBDII connector
port or where to find it. Google gave me
a quick answer: The OBDII connector is
a standardized diagnostic port. It’s man-
datory in all 1996 and newer vehicles.

It is under the dashboard on the driver’s
side. This port enables communication
between a scanner and the car’s elec-
tronic control unit to read diagnostics,
clear codes, and provide power.

The BlueDriver Pro Scan tool has over
9,000 diagnostic codes. It sends results
via Bluetooth to its companion app. The
device reportedly works with up to 90
percent of cars, SUVs and light trucks
sold in North America since 1996. The
compatibility chart on the BlueDriver
site is easy to navigate and lists makes
like Ford, GM, Toyota, Honda, BMW
and more.

The BlueDriver app is straightforward
to read codes, view the vehicle’s history,
check warning lights, view recalls, ve-
hicle information, and service bulletins.
There’s a whole lot more, and the app’s
home screen dashboard is as easy as any
to navigate. Once you have the informa-
tion needed, just email it to yourself so
you can pass it on to your mechanic.

It works subscription-free for re-
ports on your engine, fuel system and
transmission, among others, and even
provides directions for simple tasks like
resetting your oil light.

And the uses aren’t limited to just
your own vehicle; think of plugging it
into a used vehicle you might purchase,
showing any current issues along with
its maintenance history.

https.//us.bluedriver.com $89.95

Devialet, a French audio company
that touts itself as driven by the unsi-
lenceable pursuit of acoustic excel-
lence, hit my inbox with an announce-
ment about
its Devialet
Gemini II
premi-
um true
wireless
ear-

BlueDriver Pro Scan tool.

available in two new colors: light
pearl and deep forest.

The colors, along with the original
three (black, gold and white), are all
new to me since I’ve never tried or
even heard of the luxury earbuds. De-
vialet engineered last year’s launch of
the Gemini IIs for 15 years and came
away with big sound, full of punch
and clarity for all playlists. In fact,
not long ago, a reader emailed me
with an interesting idea: “Why don’t
you listen to playlists you don’t nor-
mally listen to while reviewing ear-
buds?” So I gave that a try with these
and went for playlists of big bands,
featuring music from the 1940s.

And the Gemini IIs delivered; while
not making me a fan of big bands, the
sound that reached my ears was more
than appealing. I was hooked on the
earbuds and did enjoy how the big
band sounded. After testing them for
the last few weeks, there’s no doubt
in my mind about the advanced qual-
ity of the sound coming from custom
titanium-coated 10mm drivers in
each ear.

Helping Devialet reach the level of
excellence they strive for were advanced
features such as active wind reduction,
adaptive noise cancellation and mul-
tipoint pairing via Bluetooth 5.2.
Other features include clear,
hands-free calls and 5 hours

buds,
now

Cuﬂech .
PoweriBank¢

AS5JAIL i
CuktechV/jTNS]

of playtime per charge,
with a total of 22 hours
with the included wireless
charging/storage case.
And an IPX4 water and
sweat-re-
AN sistant
body.
On-ear
touch
controls
are all
responsive
and can be
customized with
the Gemini com-
panion

BlueDriver / TNS

app. The app has an equalizer to set
the sound you like and audio presets.
The second generation of the Gem-
ini earbuds is 40 percent smaller than
the first and features a high-quality
build. Once in your ears, they have a
comfortable, ergonomic feel, which
is a feature I find as critical as the
sound they produce. Four ear-tip
sizes (XS, S, M, L) are included.
https://www.devialet.com/en-us/
true-wireless-earbuds $499

One thing is for sure about portable
power: It gets smaller and smaller
while offering more features and
more power. The Cuktech Power
Bank 15 Air is a perfect example of
that.

The pocket-sized portable is built
with advanced GaN and silicon-car-
bon technology for faster, cooler and
safe charging. It has intelligent power
distribution, delivering up to 100
watts from a 15,000 mAh internal
battery.

On the front is a smart TFT digital
display that provides real-time mon-
itoring of each port, current voltage
and temperature, estimated recharge
time, and other smart charging fea-
tures.

It has three ports (two USB-C and
one USB-A) that can all work simul-
taneously. Data supplied by Cuktech
had it charging an iPhone 17 Pro Max
about 1.7 times or a Samsung S25
Ultra approximately 2.2 times. The
USB-C fast charging port provides
up to 65 watts of power for charging
some laptops and tablets.

A 240-watt USB-C cable is included.

https://cuktech.com/products/
cuktech-15-air-power-bank $79.99

Contact Gregg Ellman at greggellman@
mac.com. Follow him on Twitter @gregg
ellman.

Devialet / TNS
Devialet Gemini Il

life easier

By JIM ROSSMAN
Tribune News Service (TNS)

his week I received a question about

spam emails, “For some time, [ am
getting emails showing an invoice for
services about to be charged to my credit
card. Other than ignoring them, do you
have any suggestions on how to handle
these messages? I've not had any charges
to a credit/debit card or withdrawal from
bank accounts. So far, I've ‘Blocked Con-
tact’ when I get one, but these emails are
like rabbits in that they seem to multiply.
I don’t want to change my email address.
Any thoughts??”

I’ve mentioned this before, but it’s been
a few years.

These emails usually have attachments
that are fake invoices or sales orders.
When you open it, you’ll see it’s a bill
for a year of antivirus software or for a
purchase of Bitcoin through PayPal.

The one thing these emails have in
common is a prominent phone number
for you to call if you didn’t authorize the
purchase and want to stop it.

Why?

Previously, you might get a phone call
from a scammer, but these days most peo-
ple don’t answer their phones, especially
from numbers they don’t recognize.

These emails serve to set off an alarm
in your head that something bad is about
to happen and you need to act fast to stop
it — so you call the number.

What the scammers have done is turn
the tables. Instead of them calling number
after number, hoping to find a sucker
who will listen to more than five seconds
of their pitch, now they can send out
hundreds or thousands of fake emails and
simply wait for their phone to ring.

They figure if they can fool someone
into believing, and that person actually
calls the number, there’s a pretty good
chance they’re in a frantic state and can
be talked out of their credit card number
or other personal information.

Something like, “Yes, Mr. Smith, the
invoice has already been processed, but
if you can verify your card number, I
can get the charges credited back to your
account.”

You can block them, if you have noth-
ing better to do, but the email that shows
up on the scam message will not be valid,
and it will be different when you get
the next scam message. Also, the phone
number will probably only be active for a
short period before they change it.

Just ignore them.

Mark them as spam for your email pro-
vider and move on.

What can you do?

Just like those spam phone calls, the
best course of action is to not acknowl-
edge them at all.

Jim Rossman is a tech columnist for Tribune
News Service. He may be reached at jrossman

techadviser@gmail.com.
£
Thank You For Your Order!
Bill Receipt No: AS-857472-158197537
Invoice No : RCPT-20260402-XEM-680315
Date: 2026-APR-02, Thursday, 07:25:15
Dear -

Thank you for using PayPal. Your account has been charged with USD $351.24 and
will be going to deduct from your account within 24 hours. If you didn't recognize this
transaction or want to cancel these charges. Please contact Toll Free

Customer Support: +1 (804) =

Transaction Details:

Product Coinbase BTC
Total Amount $351.24
Payment method : Online
Payment Status  : Processing

Help | Security Center

If you have any questions or need assistance, please call Customer
Support at + 1 (804)

Best Regards,
Biling Support Team

Jim Rossman / TNS
These emails usually have attachments that
are fake invoices or sales orders. When you
open it, you'll see it’s a bill for a year of anti-
virus software or for a purchase of Bitcoin
through PayPal.

They figure if they can fool
someone into believing,
and that person actually
calls the number, there’s a
pretty good chance they're
in a frantic state and can
be talked out of their
credit card number or
other personal information.
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By JIM ROSSMAN backpack. It weighs 3.95 pounds. Soundcore
Tribune News Service (TNS) It’s IP54 water and dust resistant, meaning it can take a Space 2
spash at the pool, but not heavy rain or a dunk in the water. noise-canceling
e are in the midst of graduation season, and I’ve been Soundcore Space 2 noise-canceling headphones ($129.99, headphones.
testing some gadgets that would make for great gradu-  soundcore.com) Soundcore / TNS

ation gifts.

Cash is a traditional gift for graduates, but I know a lot of
people who like their gift to be a bit more personal.

Fender Elie 6 Portable Bluetooth Speaker ($299.00, fender.

The noise-canceling headphone market is crowded with
brands like Bose, Sony and Apple.

Soundcore is the audio brand from Anker, a company
known for great computer accessories.

within reach on
your dash.
Mag-Safe

com) The Space 2 are quite comfortable and there’s a wearing is stan-
Fender is well-known for their guitars and amplifiers, and detection sensor in the ear cups to pause the music when you  dard on

now they’ve entered the portable speaker market with the Elie  take them off. iPhones,

6 and Elie 12 portable Bluetooth speakers. They recharge with USB-C Pisen Mag- but if you
The Elie 6 takes its design queues from a long line of Fender and you can get up to 50 Safe Qi 2 have an

amplifiers with a clean rectangular shape. Fender brightens hours of music playback 15W Car Android

up the design with a single block of wood under the carrying ~ with noise-canceling Mount phone,

handle. on and 70 hours Charger there is an
Sonically, the Elie 6 has three drivers, one tweeter, one full-  with noise-cancel- TP-C70. included met-

range and one woofer with a maximum output of 60 watts.
The battery is rechargeable via USB-C and you can get 18
hours of playback from a charge. The battery can also charge
your phone.

It can take input from any Bluetooth device, from XLR-
quarter-inch input from things like a microphone or guitar and
it can be used singly or paired with one or more other similar
speakers (up to 100 speakers).

The Elie 6 would be very nice practice amp for guitar play-
ers and as a Bluetooth speaker, it can really fill a room with
very clear sound.

Good sound does come with a bit of weight. The Elie 6 is
portable but won’t necessarily
disappear into
your

ing turned off. In
case the battery
dies, you can
charge them for
five minutes and
listen for four
hours.

The noise-can-
celing is enabled with
a single button (on/off) and it works really
well. They also have a transparency mode that
lets you hear what’s going on around you.
The headphones’ sound can be tweaked
through the Soundcore app, and I was very
pleased with the qual-
ity of the music
playback. The app
also has one-touch
white noise play-
back.

They come in
black, white and
sea foam green,
and they come
with a case. They
have the ability
to connect to
two devices for
easy switching
between your
phone and com-
puter.

The Space 2
has a three-mi-
crophone array
for taking phone
calls.

At a price about
half of what
you’d pay for
noise-canceling
headphones from

Bose or Sony,
the Space 2 are
a bargain and do
a great job.

Pisen Mag-

Safe Qi 2 15W
Car Mount
Charger TP-C70
($29.99, Amazon.
com)

Pisen/TNS  al ring to place
on your phone or

inside the case.

The magnetic mount is strong, but you can pull your
phone off easily with one hand.

The charger comes with a USB-C cable and can
charge your phone at up to 15W. An iPhone 17 can
charge from 0-75 percent in an hour.

It mounts with just a twist to your car’s air condition-

er vent in about 15 seconds.
Jim Rossman is a tech columnist for Tribune News Service.

He may be reached at jrossmantechadviser@gmail.com.

——

Everyone needs a phone Fender Elie

mount, and if your phone has Qi wire- 6 Portable

less charging, the Pisen Mag-Safe Car Mount Charger Bluetooth Speakers.

is the just thing to keep the phone charged while keeping it Fender / TNS

SOUND ADVICE
By DON LINDICH and watch charged to 80 percent by the
Tribune News Service (TNS) time I left my room, and I made it through

the day charging with my power bank
later.

The plug folds for compactness and
the charger is a bright yellow color that
reminds me of a DeWalt power tool. Like
a good power tool, the charger is ruggedly
built, runs cool and is probably the most
solid-feeling charger I have ever handled.
The only downside is you must make sure
it is firmly plugged in to vertical outlets or
it may fall out if you jiggle the cable too
hard, which is not uncommon with this
kind of charger. (I used it with a horizontal
outlet at Cabana Bay.)

PD 3.1 chargers can cost $80 or more, so
at $59.99 retail The Youth 140W is a great
deal and the current discount code FAST-
CHARGER at iaohi.com reduces the price
$15 to only $44.99. That’s a winning,
high-performance value, and I am glad 1
took it on this trip!

Q. Do you have any recommendations
for lightweight, cordless leaf blowers? —
M.B., Edina, Minnesota

A. T get buried in leaves every fall
so I have been through a bunch of leaf
blowers. The Kobalt 40V I purchased was
heavy and ineffective, so I kept the includ-
ed battery for use with my lawnmower
and gave the blower away. The Black &
Decker 20V was only suitable for clearing
dirt from the porch. The Ryobi One+ 18V
350 CFM from Home Depot is my run-
away favorite for the power, easy handling
and long battery life. If you buy one, get
the $139 package with 4.0 Ah battery and
charger, even if you already have a Ryobi
battery system. It is only $30 more than
the $109 blower-only, and the battery is
worth $99.

Contact Don Lindich at www.soundadvicenews.
com and use the “submit question” link on that
site.

Hero charger saves the day: I just got
anew charger and had not planned on
writing about it so soon, but it immediately
proved its worth so I am going to relate the
experience while it is fresh in my mind.

I am writing this week’s column from
the Cabana Bay Beach Resort at Uni-
versal Orlando, my very favorite hotel
worldwide for its immersive mid-century
modern atmosphere, excellent lazy river
and reasonable pricing for an on-property
theme park hotel.

To get here I got up at 2 a.m. fora 5 a.m.
direct flight to Orlando. After arriving I
took an Uber to Cabana Bay, dropped off
my luggage and was at the parks by 9 a.m.
I'had a full day and did not get to bed until
after midnight, so I was up for almost 24
hours. I was tired and forgetful and did
not connect my devices to chargers before
falling asleep.

I woke up to a 15 percent phone battery
and my Apple Watch was almost dead.
What a disaster! I did not want to sit
around waiting for them to charge or use
my power bank, since I might need it to
charge later in the day. Before I got in the
shower I plugged the phone and watch
into my new PD 3.1 charger, called The
Youth 140W from AOHi. (Not sure where
that name came from, but there wasn’t
a model called The Adult or The Senior
Citizen in the lineup.)

PD 3.1 is a new charging standard
designed to be future-proof, and The
Youth 140W supports high-speed charging
through two ports simultaneously. Most
chargers can only do this through one port,
and The Youth 140W can even charge two
laptops at high speed simultaneously. The
battery charge numbers started climbing
rapidly and I was able to get my phone

Don Lindich / TNS

AOHi The Youth 140W Charger.
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Stone is used in

different ways from
side tables to coffee
tables.

Some furnishings
especially lighting are
giving nod to periods
such as Art Deco.

Handout photos / TNS

A chunky sofa dis-
played in a neutral
fabric.

1

A curved sideboard
adds a sense of
interest when paired
with a circular mirror.

3 o

DESIGN RECIPES

Trends

By CATHY HOBBS
Tribune News Service (TNS)

rniture markets like the annual spring
market in High Point, North Carolina,
often function much like runway shows
in fashion, revealing the newest trends in
furniture and home décor.

Curvy lines are prominent as are clean
lines and neutral color palettes and natural
materials. The trend is understated and
minimal as opposed to bold and bright.

Scandinavian influences
and organic materials

Light, blonde woods and Scandinavian
inspired silhouettes are taking center stage,
while darker woods are less prominent.
This trend leans heavily into European
influences, focusing on functionality, sim-
plicity and craftsmanship.

Curves over corners

Sharp edges are giving way to rounded
forms. From curved sofas to circular tables
and arched details, organic shapes are
being used to create flow and ease within a
space. This shift introduces a more relaxed,
inviting energy compared to rigid, boxy
furniture.

Chunky, comfortable upholstery
Sofas are becoming deeper, fuller and
more substantial. Thin arms are out and
wider, chunkier arms are in. Neutral tones
such as cream and taupe dominate over
colors such as gray.

Stone used as a ‘statement’

Next to wood, stone is one of the more
popular materials being introduced in new
product roll outs. Natural stone and mate-
rials to mimic stone are being used beyond

countertops, appearing on
furnishings such as coffee

tables, side tables and accent
pieces.

Brass remains the dominant finish

Brass remains, hands down, the most
popular finish, but in a more muted,
sophisticated way. Brassy and bold is
out; matte, muted and unpolished is in.
This trend is prevalent in several ways
including lighting, hardware and furniture
accents.

Period influences

‘While mid-century modern pieces have
always remained timeless, furniture makers
are also giving a nod to other periods
including art deco. Curves, sculptural light-
ing, two-tone furnishings and furnishings
that mix materials are being used to help
serve as statement pieces.

Unexpected shapes
Chairs are evolving into conversation
pieces. From exaggerated curves to
asymmetrical silhouettes, seating is being
designed to stand alone as functional art
while still integrating into the overall space.

Modern farmhouse

Traditional farmhouse style furniture is
being reinterpreted with cleaner lines and
more restrained detailing. The look is less
rustic and more curated, blending classic
references with contemporary finishes.

Cathy Hobbs is the owner of Cathy Hobbs Design
Recipes, a home staging company based in New
York City (www.cathyhobbs.com). She is also the
owner of Highland Passive House, a Home Staging
+ Design Center based in New York's Hudson Valley
(www.highlandpassivehouse.com). Cathy’s practical,
how-to design advice can also be found in her book,
“Home Design Recipes.”

A modern farmhouse
style dresser with
stylized pulls is a
modern take on a
vintage inspired
piece.
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Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.

What top museums are doing for

America’s 250 birthday celebration

By NOREEN KOMPANIK
TravelPulse (TNS)

e United States of America
turns 250 years old on July 4,
2026.

Museums across the U.S. are
marking the important milestone not
just with patriotic displays, but with
exhibitions and programs that go be-
yond simple celebration to explore
our nation’s full, complex story. The
efforts of these top museums frame
the semiquincentennial not just as a
commemoration of the past, but as
an opportunity to examine the pres-
ent and imagine the country’s future.

Though even smaller museums
across the U.S. plan to celebrate in
their own unique way, let’s look at
what some of our top institutions
have planned for the year.

Smithsonian Institution

Launching a system-wide initiative
called “Our Shared Future: 250, the
Smithsonian Institution is focusing
on a big-picture national story while
questioning what the next 250 years
should look like. Its flagship exhi-
bition “In Pursuit of Life, Liberty,
& Happiness is built around 250
artifacts from our U.S. history. New
and updated exhibits across multiple
museums include a refreshed Dec-
laration of Independence diorama
and a photography exhibit reflecting
America’s past and present.

Through August 2026, Smithso-
nian experts will visit communities
across the country to share stories
that reflect the richness and com-
plexity of the American experience.
“Making History, Making Change”
lectures throughout the U.S. will
explore how people, moments, and
ideals have shaped our history and

TRAVEL TIPS

Summer travel 2026

will be most expensive
in years, airlines aren’t
backing off high prices

If you were hoping to score any
sort of bargain on summer travel
this year, you'll need to work espe-
cially hard to find it.

A new analysis of flight searches
conducted by Points Path reveals
that summer 2026 will be one of
the most costly for consumers in a
long time.

In particular, domestic cash fares
are up roughly 15 percent between
June 1 and Sept. 20, while points
fares have surged 18 percent.
Internationally, cash fares are up 12
percent and points fares are up 14
percent, according to the analysis.

Climbing prices are being driven
by a variety of factors, including the
U.S.-Israel attack on Iran, which
has caused oil prices to spike glob-
ally. In response, airlines have been
busy cutting capacity growth and

continue to drive change.

The National Gallery of Art

Located on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C., this museum is
featuring a major exhibition: “Dear
America: Artists Explore the Amer-
ican Experience” with an angle of
America through the eyes of its art-
ists, past and present, including un-
comfortable truths Americans need
to know.

New funding has allowed artwork
being sent across the country via an
“Across the Nation” program that
uses art to reinterpret U.S. identity
with critical and diverse perspec-
tives.

National Constitution Center

The National Constitution Center
in Philadelphia’s focus is examining
the messy, argumentative side be-
hind the nation’s founding, showcas-
ing rare artifacts such as early Con-
stitution printings and interactive
galleries exploring debates, protests,
and conflicts behind our battle for in-
dependence.

The exhibit “America’s Found-
ing” explores how power is divided
among the legislative, executive, and
judicial branches, how each branch is
empowered to check the others, and
how authority is shared between the
national government and the states.

The Metropolitan
Museum of Art

The Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York City is taking a
multi-layered, arts-focused approach
to America’s 250th — less about a
single blockbuster show and more
about weaving the anniversary
throughout the museum.

raising fees to offset higher jet fuel
expenses. Carriers have also seized
the opportunity to hike checked
baggage fees to help cover their
increased costs.

“Summer 2026 is shaping up to
be one of the pricier travel seasons
we’ve seen in recent years,” said
Points Path Founder and CEQO Julian
Kheel. “And airlines clearly aren’t
losing sleep over
whether travelers will
show up this summer.
With demand still run-
ning strong, there’s
simply no incentive to
lower prices.”

Underscoring Kheel’s
point about the steep
travel costs remaining even after
the oil market settles, Delta’s CEO
said during a recent earnings call
that higher checked baggage fees
will likely be here to stay, serving
as a revenue generator going for-
ward. That news comes as Delta Air
Lines reported record Q1 revenue
of $14.2 billion, an increase of 9
percent year-over-year.

v,
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A centerpiece of the celebration is
an exhibition called “Revolution,”
which runs through August, featur-
ing objects from across the Met’s
vast collection. It includes founding
fathers like George Washington and
Benjamin Franklin along with in-
digenous leaders, enslaved and free
Black voices, and colonial perspec-
tives.

The museum’s goal is to show the
roots, conflicts, and aftermath of the
revolution — not just the victory story,
treating the founding as it is — com-
plicated, contested, and still relevant.

American Revolution
Museum at Yorktown

As the nation marks its 250th An-
niversary, the American Revolution-
ary Museum at Yorktown offers an
immersive look at America’s found-
ing, bringing the Revolution to life
through personal stories, rare arti-
facts, films, and interactive exhibits
tracing the path from colonial unrest
to independence.

Visitors can step into the 18th cen-
tury through outdoor living history,
muster with troops in a re-created
Continental Army encampment,
watch military drills, and explore
daily life on a Revolution-era farm.
Hands-on demonstrations from liv-
ing-history interpreters add depth
and context to the experience.

The museum is a key partner in
commemorating America’s 250th,
with exhibitions and events through-
out the year to include:

B Fresh Views of the American
Revolution — October 18, 2025 — Au-
gust 31, 2026

B Civically Yours Escape Room
Family Day — June 27, 2026

B Liberty Celebration — July

Still, there are places to find
value, suggests Points Path. And
their latest report breaks down
where and how to do that, along
with key statistics on summer trav-
el 2026. Here’s a closer look.

Key airfare trends

m Prices are up year over year for
both domestic and international
travel.

m Points fares are increas-
ing even faster than cash
fares

m Domestic fares remain
volatile, especially on peak
summer dates

m International fares are
up ~6-12 percent,
depending on route

Where travelers can still find
deals

m Mid-to-late August (when
demand starts to taper)

m Tuesdays (17.6 percent cheaper
than Sundays), plus Wednesdays
and Saturdays

4, 2026
B Yorktown Victory Celebration —
October 17-18, 2026

Norman Rockwell Museum

Located in Stockbridge, Massachu-
setts, in the picturesque Berkshire
Hills of western Massachusetts, the
museum is closely tied to Rockwell
himself, who lived and worked there
for the last 25 years of his life.

For the 250th anniversary, the
museum is putting on a major,
centerpiece exhibition, utilizing
the artist as its anchor point. “Vi-
sions of a Nation: 250 Years from
Revolution to Rockwell” will run
from June 6 to Oct. 26, spanning
the timeframe from the Revo-
lution to today. The exhibition
centers around nine core themes
about American identity and ex-
ploring how artists over 250 years
have reflected national ideals like
freedom and democracy, helping
shape what the ideals mean visu-
ally and culturally. The main fo-
cus lies in that American identity
isn’t fixed — it’s something artists
have been constantly redefining.

National Archives

The Washington D.C. museum is
taking on one of the most ambitious
and most dramatic projects tied to
America’s 250th. Instead of visitors
coming to our nation’s capital, the
“Freedom Plane” tour will take some
of the country’s most important
founding documents out of Wash-
ington, D.C. and directly to people
across the country, which almost
never happens.

Between March and August 2026,
a specially outfitted Boeing 737 is
carrying rare historical documents
between eight designated cities

m Secondary cities and alternative

airports

m Routes with added airline capac-

ity

m International premium cabins
Unexpected sweet spot

For deal hunters, here’s one bright
spot to scout as you scope out
summer flights.

W International premium cab-
ins (business/first) are up just ~7
percent

B Compared to steep economy
cabin increases, this is a rare val-
ue opportunity

“Travelers have been gravitating
toward premium experiences ever
since the pandemic, but a 7 percent
increase in business and first-class
cash fares is remarkably modest,”
said Kheel. “For travelers who’ve
been eyeing an upgrade, this sum-
mer may actually be the time to pull
the trigger.”

Best (cheapest) travel timing

m Cheapest dates cluster in mid-
to-late August (e.g., Aug. 1, Aug. 14,

Dreamstime / TNS

and displaying them for one-to-two
weeks at each location. For the first
time ever, multiple historic docu-
ments will be on display together.
These real artifacts that defined the
country include:

B A rare 1823 engraving of the
Declaration of Independence

B The Treaty of Paris (1783) that
ended the Revolutionary War

W Early drafts of the U.S. Consti-
tution

B Oaths of allegiance signed by
figures like George Washington

B Records showing how delegates
voted on the Constitution

Crystal Bridges Museum
of American Art

A newer, but major player in the
U.S. museum realm, Crystal Bridg-
es Museum of American Art is a
non-profit art museum in Benton-
ville, Arkansas, that celebrates the
American spirit through art and
nature. Founded by philanthropist
Alice Walton and designed by archi-
tect Moshe Safdie, it has become a
cultural landmark for its distinctive
architecture, world-class collection,
and free public access.

Through July 27, 2026, the muse-
um will feature “America 250: Com-
mon Threads” covering 250 years of
American art and history, from the
Revolutionary era to today, along
with historic documents (including
an early engraving of the Declara-
tion of Independence), paintings,
textiles, quilts, photographs, and ev-
eryday objects. The exhibition sports
a heavy emphasis on participation
with hands-on crafts, interactive ex-
periences, making the 250th feel in-
teractive and community-driven, not
just educational.

Aug. 26)

m Peak pricing remains late June
through July

m Booking early still matters as
prices are expected to rise

Where travelers are going for
summer 2026

So, where’s everyone headed this
summer? The Points Path report
sheds light on that as well. It seems
domestically, summer travelers are
focusing on two specific areas:
major cities (especially those that
get snowed-in during the winter)
and West Coast destinations. Mean-
while, internationally, the usual tri-
fecta is dominating summer get-
aways.

m Domestic: Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Boston

m International: London, Paris,
Rome, Cancun, Dublin

— Mia Taylor / TravelPulse (TNS)



